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CALENDAR FOR JANUARY.

JAN. l-CIRcMCesON otour Lord.
" -Fnîday--Fast.

;--iPI î111A NY.

" 7-ist Sinday after the Ep,'ipliany.
1< 12---riday--iliast.

14-2nd Sunday after Epipliaiy.
" 19-lFrriay--i"ast.

21-SEIrTUAoESIMA. (Notice of Conversion
of St. Paul).

25-Conversion of' St. Paul.
"21-riday-Fa iîst.

28-SExAI ESDMA. (Notice of Purification)

Tii i, Ei>IPIIANY-JANUAX RY SIXTII.

Til Nirîil PIIANY story Of' hIe v isi t of' ti Wise
Mun has IL Ibarim which is qiî ta its owi.

It is IL tirictly hunai stor-y. Thii is lo
archaligel i ossoliger. lo soriq ic song, no an-
gelic chorus. Tho Wise Mon caimo to Bethle-
hemr becaise they siaw Clirist's St r ii the East
and they camne to worshi p lim.

They., wIreimn venlerable and venierated
LIovo l tii hire ain Of( li te l'ast-ryLI priests of'

thuir ownî nation.
Their confident Onquiry ori an unknoilwn K,1ig

of' the Jov ; thair audiellc with lrod, iid

tha dlfrinco lia siowel theim ; tîheir unherici'alied
arrivai in ethli leem, and tlair rasirations

baib ro a "CarpaOnitor's son " thiir cstl gifts.
and tleir abrupit dopa1rtur; allthcse things
iiake up1) a unlitinii lyric lit to stand unext to the
Divine opiU of th1 )1rt b of Christ.

Kýing.S of Araiai mnd Saba): brjjinging gifts were-
tho vanigualrd of, that great armny ini which alli
Gontilo peoplas are inunii boreul. They voro the
Iionoors iiof' tha. inighty aniîigration iroIn thi

aow of' sin and Saali tiîituo God, wlici lias
ineve' sineo coned toi il ow tio w rIi.d Chriest, aidi
shall (on increasily t the end.

It, is smliall wvoidtir thalt thre lathers and Doc-
tors of the Citirch have Ilways delighted to find
imîystical iniîîigs in the gifts ai the WVise Main,
as it aex:Iiuple to :ll Guentiles, low tliey ma1:1y
serve Goad icceptiibly wiLit voroneo aid gOdly
fiar.

It is not thIlat to ncdaih any ting. ' Tie
God of' thle wholo arth is not airiehd by mn's
oblations, nor iiiip)over-iseliai by ni 's impt îio t N.
But as thoro is no more dimtinictive badge of'
soveraigly thali the lryig of' tributo, aven so
hath the Lord also ordaineid tiat i la will b
served by thle tithos and oll'rings ofi lis willing
Peop la. It is a Divina coiduscansion and l hu-
mi lit y whic h sholild imor ail huarts, that God
sholId so conuit His cause oni earth to the
honoiar and chivalry oi man.

SinicO Ca1inil Lnd Abl brouglt of tha first-
fruits of' thair toil ai oll'oriig into the Lord,
the worlhi p aIf Gtod hias always boati sustainied
by gifts. Ilf t ia Ilebraw Clurbcl seamus anii ex-
coptiion, witih its cotmîpuilsory Liths, it iiust bu
roiomnberad that the lebrew Chuîrei was an
exception evury way. It vasI a schoolinastar
to bring mon to Christ, and the very fact that
unîder its systemn of pupilago tributa was ex-
iacted of the Children of' thu Kiiigdon is an

assurance of God's complacency toward them
who, being not under the Law, do by their new
nature the things contained in the Law.

Moreover, tle compulsory tithes of the Mo-
saie code were not held to supplant the more
ancient system of' free.-will offerings, but ratier
oncouraged it. The Law only taxed the prin-
cipd fruits of'corn and wine and oil. Yet our
Lord did not condemn the scrupulosity of the

hllarisees, who tithed mint, anise, and cummin.
On the contrary, le said expressly :" These
things ought ye to have done," witLhout neglcet-
iig the weightier matters of" judgment, mercy,
and truth."

And, as the Wise Men tcach wisdom by the
fart of their gifts, so they do also by the manner
of their gifts. For, though they were great
and honorable in their own land-kinîgs and
priests, noble guests, received with honor in
Jerusalem, they sounded no trumpet before
them oxcept to enquire, " Where is Hle that is
born King of the Jews ?" They made thelir
adoration, and presented their gifts, and de-
parted into their own country aiother way. If
tlhey had dona anything else they would have
betrayed the Child Christ to his ulîeinies.
Ilrod counted so surely on their bringing him
word thut lie lot them go uiwitched of his spies,
and let hilfncI with no other clue ta the
wlereabouts of the King of the Jews thai that
wiiich his owii scribes had given him: lI
liaihileliin of Judaea.'" "And, iindeed," says
Jeruiiy Taylor, " tit man hath a strange cov-
etoiuses oir folly, that is not content witlh this
revard, that hie liath pleased God. For lie that
doas good works for Iraise or secular ends sells
auni inestimable ajwl for a trille ; and that which
would )iirchliis heaven flor- him, lie parts with
fi' the braLth of the peoIple, whichi is at bast but
air, and tliat inot often whoa lesomni."

The Lord is not IL beggar at our gates, but a
King, to wloin tribute is due.

The gifls of the Wise Mon were of' such iii-
trnsie value tlhat they f'riiled the Ioly FLn-
ily or tleir fliglt inîto Egypit. The gold was
giood any vhere. The frlanikirconse and inyrrh
vere currant ii Egypt, since there pissed by

Midiaites witli their cametls, buaring sp3icory,
nld bahîn, and myrrh, going to carry it down to

tit lid ot niany shrins and miany plagus.

Tia Magi did not serve the Lord their (oid of
that whhie cost th ino Thetr y wo rsh îi p-
pîod llimiî with their best. They gave g1od,
whicb is tia rapresiitative of all values. Thay
gavo fralkilnicaiso, which is the syibol of' ail
worship. They gave iiîyrrih, which is the syn-
bol of all boiavolence. They prasented iito
.llim gifts, because God wills to bu saiveil vith
gifts secret gifts, for God loves lot ostelita-
lti i val uabIc gifts, whic hasten Gid's king-

doin ; denying gifts, the fruit of' tiri on i
labors ; por'feet gi 'îs-witt reservation; well-
ordered gits-irst, tie Gold of their substance
tiln, thernineense of thir picety and, last,
the Myrrh of' their charity, without whielb,
whosover liveli is counted icad beforo God.-
Selected.

.1*OTE S 0.'% THE EPISTLES.

13' TIE lEv. II. W. LITTLE, RECToRt IIOLY
itRlNITY, SUSsEx, N.B.

(Author of " Arrows for the Küuîy's Archers," etc.)

"I Mind not higih things." Rom. xii, 16.

SEcoD SUNDAY A}FTEit THE EPIPANY.
1. -Spiritual gifts were very widely distri-

butad amiiong tha cearly Christians it Rone and
lsawhîero. At this distance of time we cannot

say prcisuly what thosu gifts were, or what
veru the gracos or olicos distinguished in this
1 pcistle froin each other, but generally they

scoi to arrange themselves under the two

heads of ministering instruction to the ignor-
ant and distributing relief to the poor. These
"gifts" were standing evidence of the Divine
origin of the religion taught by the Apostles.
The "gifts" were different and wonderful in
their power, and those possessing them were
liable to be puffed up, and to be led to think of
themselves more highly than they ought to
think. To correct this tendency the Apostle
shows that the various gilts and blessings be-
stowed upon Clristians are for the connon good,
not for individual self-advancement, or vain-
glorious exhibition. Christians ara members
one of another, and cach have an equal claim
upon the "gif'ts" which are possessed by the
"one body," as its common inheritance. " In-
dividualism" discouragad. The Churchman
shouuld say in ail things, " We," not " I. ' The
less of this great idea of a common life, and
common riglit, in the Church, has lad to class
feeling and isolation of interests amongst the
people. The individual exista for the commu-
nity, not the community for the individual.
This is the teaching i the Catholic Church. Oui
the other hand the trend of popular religious
sactarians is in the direction of a purely selfish
individulalisn, in social and religious matters,
the un-Cliristian spirit of which this Epistle,
and 1 Cor. xii, exposes and condemns.

U.-Diligence in the discharge of duty, cach
in his owi office, is comumended. Let each per-
son do bis appointed task, as God hath ordained
atd[ decrcd. Every calling may be made a
ministry if' pursued in a spirit of sanctified
clicarfulness, and as a spiere ofservice ordained
of God. Ail work, however humble, is part of
the Divine schene for restoring humanity.
"Siiplicity" should accoipany this service,
a puire motive, a single eye to serve and please
God. Mixed motives, double purpasos, tri aye
to the world as well as to God, these wili spoil
and mar the most devoted service if not avoided
and prayed against day by day. To "sim-

pIlicity" and " diligence" in the use of' God's
gifts is to b added "I cheerfuilness"-readiness,
joyousiess. Witl speciali retorence to Preach-
ing and E',xpouînidiig i'of Holy Scripture, i.e.,

prophecying," as here meant, the analogy or
Proportion of' the Faith is to ba observed.
Scriptuna is nuot to bu uxpounded according to
ian's private opinion, but with reference to the
generl symmetry of' the wholo body of Chris-
tian iloctrine, and according to the relation of
cach doctrine preatched to the eitire body of'
doctrine.

11I.-The ruiles of conduct liere given serve a
double puirpose. They are both axioms and
pîrecpts. " Love" is to bu without pretence-
hatiing th evil, eleaving to the good. " In youir
haIste bc not idla" (v. ii.)" "I i your business
be not lazy." We ali know soinething of busy
sloth, of that uiprotitable vanîity in a restless
hurrying to and fro, which is not work. There
naiy bc idleness in haste. Let your haste and
bustI ba really stucli as brings you and others
nearer ta the goal of eternai life. Mary was
really more busy in her quietness than Martha
with tll har miovemient and demonstration of
service.

Sorving the Lord"-The Icey-thought of'
the Christian Life in ail degrees and conditions
of' service. Looking tovards tie mark, the
conendation of Him who is " elcad over all
things in His Church." Patience unider perse-
cutiion ; perseverance and insistance in prayer,
IL geerous hospitality, a sharing of church bur-
dens--" the necessity of the saints," i.e., the
batptised. Symipathy - Unity - Huilhity -

Special mistrust of our own opinion-all these
are features of the Christian portrait which the
Apostle draws in this Epistle with a master
hîand.

V.--i. Socialism, as taught by the Apostle
and upheld by the Christian Church in theory

Every Famfdy in the Parish shoutd have the Church Guardian. See Special Offer on page 16.


