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whict it ivôld -have bêi impo'ssible for ua to
do; if weihad, nothingBibtethehistories'. ta guide
our ijmdgnaent. rIn trutbh,Cicero's lettersiform the
most.ppojtantjstorical documents;whi a
beLih ided'down ta fi- ôithe a'ncient "pld

A'siiilar historai vgzWtahttstisÉ tà6 il' tolicc-
tions '6'f contei&ranàâ ddlétte 'Modêfnli-
torians are contihually hunting them up' m every
direction, asthe.best means, af throwing a clear
light on t t ry of the.past. They are far
muréie"" e as a mea sof diriùiinating truth
froe faisèhliösd6 tài föžin histanie,' eévn wheù
composedbyhi!torianswhodwere conterlépr-aneous
with the events. Such are frequently written
under a strong "bias for . example, Lord
Clarendori's History cf te Reôellion. But the
inéiden'télïllüsions in iettërl'reqdertly put us in
passsýidn'of'facts and snoti+es 'bich have beùà
carefully> concealcd from the world. This 'is
especially the case in confidential communications
between friends.

I is'iheréfore impo'ssible ta-dver-estimate the
importance of' te concession made ta us by the
learned "criticàl fibelievers of modem Europe,
that.beynd all question we are in possession of
four documents of this description, carrying us up
ta the earliest days of Christianity. The. latest-
date wlich cari be assigned ta them is twentyeigIt.
years after the cruniaxion. These letters put' s
intoidirèct communication with'the thoughts of thé
most 'active missionary of the infant Church, and
of those ta whom the letters are addressed. Their
character is such that they prosent us with a living,
pictureo6f tho entire man who wrte them--what
he did hat'he thought , ad whafte believed,
with a freshiness, and a vigour, which is scarclyto
be!found:in any other lettons in existence. By
their means we can' hold. direct communication
with their author, and almàsf put him into. the
witness-box. They dcepitim as he lived, thought,,
and màved';ansd they render it indisputable that'
he was a man of .the most unimpeachable veracity.
It is of no little consoquence then, that these letters
thus adnitted to be genuine, forim the. most im-
portant of those wihich have been attributed ta
the A sftle.

I rest my argument on these four letters alone.
At the sane time I must not omit ta draw atten-
tionta the fact that no small number of eminent
critical unbelievers admit the genuineness of four
more ; but the first four are amply sufficient for
My present purpose, and I shall therefore rest no
portion of my proof upon the disputed ones.

(Tobe Continued.)

Religious Enthusiam Wanted.

A SERMON FOR THE Tias. BY THE REv. C.
H. MocKRIDCE, D.D., RECTOR IN CHARGE OF
CHArST CaRCH CATHEDRAL, HArILTO&, ONT.

i It is high timi to wake out of sleep."-Itom. xiii. il
There are always people who are afraid of re-

ligious enthusiasm, and it ls strange t at it is se,
for enthusiasm in itself is .generally acknowleged
ta be a good thing. In war, politics, education, it
is the entiusiastic men that rise, and the reason of
that is very evident. Men feel that a cause is safe
if it is under the controi of one whose whole heart
is in it. They may not themsdes regard the mut-
ter in a very bright light, yei they like ta kaow
that there is some on se who will take care of it,
and guard strictly its interests. As arule men like
enthusiasm., When.you' see a tman. ad' cate a
cause, o take any cause in han.l in a mannes
brimming over with earnestness and energy, it is
pleasanttoyou. l'thetihoughtcomesto you,There
is no doubt but that that m nan believes in what he
advocates I. In fact there is Do doubt that he is.
àdvocating.it:because he believes in it." '

Yes, I en like enthusiasm. Conservatives like,
ta have n enthusiastic Canservative at their head.
Reformers like ta have 'an enthusiastic Reformer
at techeeid.' The War Department likes4o have
enthusiastic generals to fight the battles of the,
nation.. Genems like ta have enthusiastic offices
to carry oui ther plans. Things go heavily with-
out çnthusiasni. l every deparment of business

and commerce it is the same, and' men like it.
But, attange ta say, there are many people who don't
like enthusiasm in religion. Men may shoutithei.
selves,)pgrse in politics, and work themselves thin
over projects plhasing ta themselves. in almost
every department of life, andthè"more eàtûiiastic
thir leaders are tl e 'btter, bùt it must ûP Le se
Li religio'. It: is ,not proper .ta be enthusiastic'
there. Now, why is it:not proper ta be enthusiastic
ia religion ? If we.look back at the noble examples
given us of'men eiho were eùtliusiastic'àbout the
cause of God, we hall sec thi 'tïwaW riot the alf-
hearted or haling 'tíat won battles for Him, but it
was'themselves. Burning with a 'zeal for God,
they made their way agaipst every difficulty, not
simply for their own welfare but for the welfase of
oth'ers

auch a man was Moses. Whai an Herculean
task did 1- e undertake for the cause of God ! No
half-bearted man could havé done it. To face the
King of Egypt in the eeth of his arnies and his
dungeons, and compel him ta let the people of God
go free and oppress them no longer.; ta lead those
people for forty years against all kinds of opposi-
tion, to bear with them in their own waywardness,
ta bring them at last victorious ta the narrow
stream which lay between them and the Holy Land
was the work of an enthusiast. And .that grand
man Elijahithe. Tishbite, who woke the slumbers
of a nátion' spiritually dead, was another example
of enthusiasm. 'And what shall ve say of the
Saviour himself? Is it right ta speak of Him as
being enthusiastic.in his work ?. He who was. able
ta seal His work by such a supernatural act as a
resx0rection from the dead must be spoken cf as
more'than man; Yet He was certainly the finest
example of enthusiasm that has ever come ta this
poor world. Yes, and what it cost Him I He was
nailed ta a, cross 1 Oh, wondrous Cross I How
often does 'it strike one with amazement! They
put an inscription on it, " Jesus of Nazareth, King
of the Jews." Under it they might well have put
another, " Enthusiasm for, the souls of men."
They kiled the Lord, but, in doing so, they put
such life into his work that eighteen hundred years
of infidelity and sin haye not been able to kill it.
No I Thank God it is here to-day. It is here ta
save us and ta take us back to God. Gloriaus
work of Jesus t Who wil say that enthusiasm goes
for. nothing in the face of work like that? Who
will say that there should be no enthusiasm thrown
into religion, when the very foundation on which
it rests was laid in the most intense and burning
enthusiasm. that ever gladdened the face of this ruin-
ed world ?

And, thank God, there were men who caught
tise cuthusiasm, ai their Saviaur. Next ta Hlm
cbuld there Le a grander example ait than St.
Pul? Tie best single word that can be found ta
describe his work- is enthusiasm. 'They might
stone him at Lystra and leave him for dead on
the common high way ; they might scourge him
and throw him isto a foul dungeon at Phitippi; it
mattered not; the fire lu him was too strong ta
admit of being quenched by anything short of
death itself. Oh I noble enthusiam for the souls
of meni Where has it gone? Thank God, though
we have not much ofi it in our own Church in.
Canada, we have enough Lu the mother land ta
show that it is not altogether a thing of the past.
The flame leaps up occasionally ta show Chat the
ancient power of Jesus is still here. The protest
that John Wesley, a priest of our own Church,
entered against the dead formaism of his own day,
the vigorous preaching by which.he sought ta
arouse slumbering souls, shows us that even ini the
darkest hour, thete can break foth frotm our own
midst a zeal like unto that ofApostolic days. And
in oui own generation we have had'a Selwyn and
a Patterson, and a hast of fue ,men, who, without
any regard for their own life, have shown that the
work for rnan's salvation was the object dearest ta
them of ail things on earth. And to-day we haie
Englishmen, and men of other, nationalities, of
high birth. and, fortune, spending all their energy
and means among the heathen and.the poosimply
to lead them from degradation ta God.

That is enthusiasm. To-day the Church el/i ls

i t. She allows to-day what she well nig u~dbý e
Jon, e .W.of doors for doinga
burng:ere sape, th solsfmrin; nd )
ta fill that desire that the Lord himself came ta thi
poor warld. Ah 1 it is a poSle work, my friehds.
Once realize it abndyoù léusbt fn énrthusiastic
over it. 'Yâwee&dnot ihèIy ittj'Tt»

But where is-aour enthusiasm? Confesa now.
Therezhas not very muchof it.ever burstfrom youi
I mean ta find no'fault; I'only wanf to près. upon
all the truth. You have a partner :un;busineis'
confess'you, have talked 'withhim 'about ealmoite-
èverythidgufd flie sun, eiceptthe étet>hIdlà-Vi
tion ofydu &üàù you are a lady 6ftWtNoIftold;
you have servants under you: bave you ever talken
the trouble to find out from .themwhether or not
they know that they havé such a thing as a soûl
to 'save? - I -don't mean whèther'yuoù si1iü l"
them whèther they go to c!hu ,ho nodti r
you try to get at their. true spiritual, c'pdi&?n.
I have a right to lead you to probe youç 2ou-
sciences that you may understand what your
own true position before God really is. I con-
fess there. is not very much encouragement for
spiritual enthusiasm in our midst;' T.o many
of our people have a dislike ta what might be con-
sidered too much religiso. When I appointe ai t

prayer meeting or a "house devotional-meetrng,"
I fear t is looked upon by tou many of fou -as a
curious innovation, foreign to the geniùs of the
Church of England. And yet I:would-loie to
know more of your real spiritual conditionbrethren'
than I do. You may;ask what good it would do
me ? Why, it would do me this good ,that tif I
found you stronger i the Lord than I am; itwould-
help mni; you could hold a helping. hand for mé
and raise me up; you could give me a little
of your spiritual warnth ta help me; and if, on
the other hand I fdond you weak in the Lord 1
might be able in -some way ta benefit you. We
want, all of us, ta feel that there are souls tà be'
saved, and that we are the ones who should do
the work.

(To t contùaued.)

Book Notices, Reviews, &c.

CHIuRcU BaLs: A weekly paper for Church

, folk, r2 Southampton St., Strand, London.

This admirable publication, which we . have
frequently quoted in these columns, is now issu
in monthly parts, which aller a convenient oppar
tunity ta readers on this aide the Atlantic ta acquamnt
themselves at a trifling cost with the doings of the

English Church. The price is only 6s. 6d. a year

THE CHURcH EcLucTIc (W. T. Gibson, D.D.,
Utica, N.Y., Editor) for April is receivd -

Among the articles written specially for th
Eclectic we notice one on, " The Church !'ilitànt
and Paradise," by the Rev. W. Staunton, D.D.,'in
which he examines the question of " the degroe in
which the visible Church is observed and affétea
by the invisible, the Church -in Paradise," and,

whether they are Iaware of what is doing in thé
world from which they have been 'released," ah&'n
are permitted ta look upon those whom tlfe'-häé
left iu tiis vale of teara-whether God allows théim
ta be the unperceived witaesses of our catistëdfr
life, and t fel. towards us the affection they were
wont to display before He tek them te Himdtlf
Dr. Staunton decides these questions in the affirmia>'
tive, and his argument 'is not only plausible bùt

,strong; Another valuable article is that contributed
by Canon Jenkins (Canterbury>), on the Corporate
Natire 'ànd' Succession of thé Episcopàié- as'
opposed ta the'Personal and Dynastic Theoryl of'
the Màderï IRoman Church. The selections, tfo;
are full of interest, and are taken from the Church
Quarterly, Literary Churchnian fahn Bu,; &ct
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