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LENT.

III.-SECRE'r SINs.

TEMPTATIONs ta sin are many and various.
Great sinsforce thense/ves upon our remembrance.
Besettiùg sins we are all conscious of. But thîere
are rnany sins of vhich we take no note. Of these,
perhaps, the most dangerous and far-reaching are
seeret sins. David prays, "O cleanse Thou me
from my secret faults." Here he does not nerely
mean sins that are bidden fron others. He means
those vhich he himself knows not. The Levitical
Law contained an atonement for secret sius. 'lie
Gospel can do no less.

But iL is clear that this truth opeus a new win-
dow into the soul. It suggests a tremendous range
of possible sin. It forces us ta confess how far we
all must be fram being able ta save ourselves. It
drives us straightway ta the Cross. And the sua-
son of Lent requires, among other things, a dili-
gent self examination of sins secret to us, but which
by self-sifting may be found out; and acts of sor-
row and self-condeination for those which, after
all our care, we are unable ta discover, and which
yet cause the Redeemer's Passion.

The Litany asks Gon to forgive us for sins,
negligences, and ignorances. This division is
strictly correct. Sins are wrong things that ie do
knowing thien ta be wrong : giving way ta tempta-
tion wlien we know it is temptation; negligences
are when we do wrong for want of proper care, but
without deliberately yielding to temptation ; and
ignorances are when wc do wrong without so
much as knowing that it is wrong at aIl 'hie
danger of these last lies in the very fact that they
are ignorances.

But can ie be reasonably held responsible for
secret faults? Can a just GOD take vengeance on
one who is ignorant of his sins ? Docs not the
ignorance excuse the guilt ? A little thought will
shew that for sins Of ignorarce we aie justly liable.

z. We commit a sin. THE sIN s wRoNG
WEETHER WE KNOW IT OR NOT.

Of course it is not the saine kind of sin which it
would have been if wu bad deliberately committed
it with our eyes open. But it is very evident that
the essential ivrongness of the act is not affected by
the state of our knowledge or ignorance about it.
The ignorance of an earthly law is not held ta be
an excuse for breaking it. Why should it be for a
heavenly ? But, further, it is just those things
which we do without knowing or thinking whetier
they are right or wrong ivhich shew what we oui--
selves really are. Here is an tnselfish persan. Ie

exhausts hinself in kind actions; he gives . up!
time, inclination, pleasure, money, in the endeavour
ta do good and ta help others. He never thinks

of himself. Least of al! does he know his own un-

selfishiness. Vet every one but hinself can plainly
set it. On the contrary, a thoroughly selfish per-

son does not mean or desire ta be thoughtless of
other people's just claims, but because he is selfish,
penetrated through and through witl the sin of
seflshness, he is constantly doing unkind, incon-
siderate, exacting things, that is, sins of selfishness,
without se muchi as knowing it. Every one knows
his sin but himself; every one else despises his
littleness of mind, and chafes against his con-
temptible conduct. But lie goes along all iuncon-
scious, cutting, and wounding, aid tramrpling on
others ivithout a thouglht of his own criminal guilt.
In a world, where by God's providence we are sa
much dependent on eachi other, such a being is fit
for nothiug but ta be chained in a solitary cell
where lie can hurt no one, and where lie is depond-
eut on the kinduess of lis keepers. Do not such
things as these need forgiveness ? Is tlcre no sin
in then? Gon looks tpon what a man is ; and of
all the sins we commit, perliaps noue tel] more
surely what ire are than those whicii ie do without
knowing that ve do thenu.

2. AGAIN, wE MIGHT KNOw nlETT ER. \' are

responsible for our irresponsibility. The ignorance
of our sin 1 itself a sin. No Christian need be
ignorant. V often overlook tiis. David dii not.
The PsaLm quoted shews that lie kouw that ignor-
ance iwas no excuse. For wIat is GOD's aWord
given us but this very thing, that we should not be
ignorant? 'hie Law of the Lord convertet the
soul ; the testimony of the Lord giveth wisdom to
the ignorant. And sa David ai through the
Psalm, fron v. 7, is singing the praises Of Gor's
Word-the loly Scriptures-because of tIis very
thing, that it can and does remuove our ignorance.
1 am ignorant, Gou's Word can mnake nie wivse.

Iy soul is turned towarids evil. Goi/s 'ord con-
verts my soul, turns it towards good. And thien
David, knowing that lie lias not used Gor's Word
as fully as he ought, cries out, "O cleanse Thou
me fron my secret faults," for Thou only canst.

There are, then, two things ta be forgiven, thec
sin itsell, and our ignorance of it ; for our ignor-
ance is our own fault. Ignorance means neglect of
Gorus Word, and that is a sin. Ignorance means
rejection of Go's Holy Spirit, and that is a sin
We need then the cry of the Royal Psalmist every
day of our lives.

Of these secret sins some have the nature of pre-
sumîption, sole are truîly secret, Of the first class
are sins conmicted in ignorance wbere knowledge
might bave been had. Of this the jews are an
instance, who wouîld nlot receive Christ ns Ite
Mcssiah, though their own prophet clearly and cir-
cumstanîtially foretold of His arrival, and gave
.lîmintîe signs whereby lie might be identified. For
this ignorance they were deeply guilty. St. Paul's
conduct before his conversion is another case in
point. He sinned, yet tid ut conscientiously,
though lie could sec afterwards how blind lie had
been. Next, there are sins commiettediu ignorance
through known sins, such as those donc in passion
or in drunkenness. An angry man may not lnow
the amount of sin hie does : but lie does know that
indulged anger will bring sorrow. Sa a drunken
man inay be uuaware of the deadly blow given
while in his frenzy, but he dues knuw that drunken-
ness is a sm.

Sins of ignorance that are truly secret are, for
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instance, such.as are passed away, from thernernory,
though known at the tine they were committed.
A penitent coining to hinself will remembermany

past ins, but not ail even of bis wilful sins.. These
are secret ta him. A chance word or a accidental
circuîmstance mnay bring a train of thought that
will unearth many a long forgotten sin ; yet there
must be many which lie wiil never recall. Thank
Gon for the precious blood of Christ which
cleansethi frorn a/l sMi

There are, finally, secret sins which attach to the

purest obedience. "In many things we offend all."
St. Paul says "I know nothing by niseif" (Le., 1
have nothing on my conscience), "yet am I not
thereby justified." And what thoughtful man
would care to re 1, hope of saivation on his best
and holiest day

These thoughts would be appalling ; they would
sink us in despair, did we not know that a sincere
and hearty repentance and a lively faith will lead
us to the only source of pardon. This is our only
ray of comfort in looking on the dark past. "This
is the will of Gon, even our sanctification." We
iay flot cease our efforts ta do his will ; but Our
daily devotion must ever include the prayer-

"O C E Tuiou ME FROM MY SECRET FAULTS'

"BROAD-CRH]URCHISM."

Tîin: Ves/eyan says:-"The 7iristianz Wr/d
seens of the opinion that Broad-Churchism in the
Church of England has possibly been carried too
far. It says . 'Wlien Churchien have discoYered
that the Chuîrch has roon for all parties, and that
there is nothing worth fighting about, they may
thon wake up ta the further discovery that the
îvorld lias come to the conclusion that thoy have
no message ta which it is at all worth while tu
listen. hI is the creeping plalysis of indifference
whîich is one of thie great andi threateuing perils of
the hour.' "

Wc are afraid stch connents emauate from per-
sonis predisposed ta bliieve anything and every-
thing of evii concerning the Church. It is in part
the theory by which the dissentng bodies seek to
explain the large influx of their ministers into the
Ciurch, not being suliciently unprejudiced to
seek further for the cause of the large defection
from their ranks. By what authority do the
Chris/ian Wor/d or the JWes/eyan inake sucli
statements, or what proofs have they ta sustain
their charges 1 It is strikingly noticeable that
when a man imbibes Romish errors on the one
hand, or denics some truth of Scripture on the
oalier, he leaves the Church and goes elsewhere.
HII finds that as an ]honest man lie cannot teach
and preach bis views, and continue to read Ithe
Liturgy whicli enforces or repudiates the doctrines
whicl he denies or would aidd, and sa he seeks a
home elsewhebre.

The Churcl in this differs more widely from the
various Protcstant bodies than they are aware, in
that sie leaves it ta no man to fix the doctrines he
should teach his flock: She lias standards fixed
and ivell defined and easily known, and by these
standards-as Dissenters thenselves have fre-
quently acknowledged-the laity may always know
ivhat the Church's teaching upon an>y given sub-
ject is, and even should the clergy err, the people
have the doctrines of orthodoxy as the Church
holds them, inculcated and enforced in the .Prayer
Book services, sa that ignorantly they cannot be
led astray. But there is not a single point which
the C/iris/ian Wor/d enumerates which cannot be
shown ta be out of harmony with the facts. The
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