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FEW days after this fivst visit
with the parly mentioned,
¢ quietly prepaved wmygelf for o
" gecoid, and determined to go
%> alene. If auy one wishes tostudy
_ a subject of uaturnl history, especially in
bird life, or herpetological, let him go
alone. You are not then-tied to be in at
* any hour, por io do your share of work,
and o hired hand in such a case isan utter
nuisance, to me at least, I went to see,
to study,—as far as I conld,—ihe mede of
existence of these multitudes;. being we'l
aware that a gimilar opportunity was nol
hkely to occur again during the course of
wy znatural life. .
A generous supply of eatables, drink-

ables, a coup'e of buffalo robes, some tin -

ware, an axe, and pot that held about &
quarts were easily placed under the seat
of my reomy buggy, and & strong double
tin box with plenty of ammuanition, I de-
termined o spend (wo entire days on the
ground, so as especially to note their
morning flights, and olbher habits as I
should diecover.

It was oo & Tuesday morning after my
breskfust that I started, taking my hired
man to bring home the horse. Except in
_the rougher. spots the road had become

dry and possable, and with a strong .

I'rench Norman pony that I had bought
in Montreal, we had no fintcos on the
road. |

~On arrival the same scene was there ag
had been leftl. The astonishwent of my
man was great, He had never seen any
thing like this, although born and bred in
Caunda. He inform#d me be had once
seen an acre covered with pigeons’ nests,
but here there were miles on miles of
them, and millions on millions on their
breeding groued. - '

We first of all attended fo the horse,
and had » sandwich and cup of strong
cold tea. This I strongly recommeund to
any one on the huut, in preference to any
spiritnous liquor, as more invigorating;
and it never leaves such depressing feel-
inga behind. -

Having selected a dry, convenient spot,
on the border of the little brooklet before
mentioned, a comfortable bower was soon
erected oy us, & little open hut in fact,
facing the stream, and before it a fire was
soon lighted, which sent the smoke curl-
ing through the trees, a comfortable bed
was made of “eapin” or the green twigs
and little branches of cedar and baleam
fir,—there was no spruce here,~the buffalo
xobes were spread, my thick overcoat was
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volled up as my pitlow, and my home, pro
tempore, was compleled. I had nearly
forgotten to remark that an elm tres be-
side *“ the residence™ eerved admirably
for a seat, : :

Ere John McCoy, my man, left for
home, Tkilled him & good mess of birds,
and sent o dozen to my better half. Oae
had only to stand still, load and fire—fire
and load, and a retriever I had, saved
me mavy o diesgreeable hunt after a
winged b'rd. It was naturslly in him,
and many a time, like many another
sportsman, have I regretted his death,. a3
others have, their favorite dogs. John
.accompanied me into the bush, and we
had reached & ridge covered thickly with
hemlock. :

The noise of the birds here was tre-
mendons, They were nesting on every
braneh, sud every tree had as many nests
as it could contain, for on every limb you
could see them, as far as the eye could
penetrate among the iuterstices, and
there was fully an acre of hemlocks on
this ridge, besides considerable under-
growth,

On one serabby iron wood, not more
than “six_inches in diameter, I counted
seven nests, and & bird on every nest.
This range was very thickly populated. I
could not bear the idea of shooting the
hens ou their nests, Nor was there the
least necessity, as any amount of cock-
birds were procurable. They merely look:
ed at me with & woudering expression in
their eyes, nor did one of them leave their
nests, although I was only a few feet from
them. My man was not fifteen feet from
me yet we had to shout loudly to hear
what was said,

I locked at my wateh, It was three in
the afternoon, and I walked a few yards
further from my compeanion. Some small
animal ran through the bush ahead of
me, and I fired after it, and turned it over.
This raised a tremendous roar of wings,
and John did not hear me ehout as loud
ag I was able, although not teu feet from
me. Dash brought a rabbit to iy feet.

I shouted to John to start for home,
and think I'have ao ordinary strong pair
of lunge, but John assured me both at the
moment, and afterwards, that he could
not hear for the roar of the birds® wings,
and their notes or calls, The before men-
tioned iron wood bush was not overgthirty
yards from where I had fived, yet on passe
ing it the birds were sitting as guietly a3
if vothing had happesed, and merely
raised their necks s little as we pnssed
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within a few feet of them, I purposely
dieturbed several other hens on my way
back, to mscertain if they would feigu
lameness, but they did not; and sought
shelter in eome adjncent tree, returning in
o few minutes as we passed on. I tried
this Irequently and with the same results.
One had only 10 walk a few ysrds and
stand still, and very quickly the parent
bird, whether male or temale, returned to
take charge of its offspring.

As we reached the opea where the horse
was tied for his dinner, a large number of
flocks sped past contalning from & dozen
to hundreds, and all of them directing
their flight duae oorth, east or west, hav-
ing evidently son:e locality they sought to
vigit, seemingly mavy wiles away, These
birds were mainly hens, in facl hens a'tc-
gether. Jolin went home and I was glad
to be left nlone, e was not to retnrn till
Friday. .

To me, there is nothing lonesome in the
bush when by my-elf. Ihad trapped for
for pelts, years before, generally single,
aad had too much to do, to attend to my
traps and prepare pelis to bother with be-
ing melaucholy. There was elways some’
thing new seen every dav, aud ao it was
with this wonderful collection of nesting
pigeng, which was decidedly the largest
ever seen in Canada of reerol vears, T
was not long in secnring a couple of dozen
of birds, as they fl-w past n bunches,
from two to five or six falling with each
ebot. The gun was getting foul, eupper
must be prepared, and my gnn cleaned for
to-morrow. Sticka must be put up with
forks on them, and small poles laid from
one to the other, on which the pigeons
were hung in half dozens. You tie the
tips of the two long tail festhers securely
in a knot, and strivg three bLirds througn
the nostril on cach, then tie the gnill ends
together, and hang them over the pole,
three on each side. Tnis is & very con-
venient plan, easily arranged for either
ducks or any game, and it allows pleaty of
fresh air in which the Lirdscan stiffen and
remain fresh a long time, whereas whan
throwa in & heap, they will be found to
sour and get heavy in a very short time,
even in November and December. - Expe-
rience Las taught me this. Let the bids
caol separately, aud cool thoroughly, and
they will keep very much longer,

The fire was Jighted and soon blazed
gloriously, so that lols of red coals re-
mained, thea the pot was filled with water,
and a half dozen hard tack biscuits broken
and thrown in with some pepper added.
These were allowed to simmer with sun-
dry slices of fat pork, and the pigeons
were next clezned, as many as needed, aud
thrown in to boil down, I hadsome
canned meats if [ wanted, and sundry
botules, if any particular friend come
along.

Of course there was tea, but I wust
say- I had little heed for, it, as I preferred
water, or & litile ale, or if very tired
perhays a mouthful of whiskey and water.
A ppe to conclude was a considerable
comfort, and to me at least was soothing,
or if no'hing be!ter helped most agreeably
to pass the time.

My various jobs having bren finished,
and supper enjoyed, I cleancd a dozen
more pigeons, an easy job, and tied them
in a bag which was hung on a neighboring
sapling. Then the gun was cleaned iu the
brook and laid awsy for the day and I
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