
BEHIND THE READING DESK.

BY TIMMAs ) H AAN, M.A., PH.D.

lIEAIN lias of late years becoiti> a

very popllar factor ii the entertain-
ment of the people. Scarcely a pro-
graiiie is n1ow iniale upi) in wliclh the
elocutionist does n(ot figure. But with
this widespreail deiand foi readin.g
has set in a iîanifest degeneracy in
the claracter of the readings whlich
Obtain at our 1publie entertainiients.

MARGUERITE iDNN.

There was a timne when reading ineant
literary interpretation crowned by
every grace of imind and soul-the
consuniniate flower of true culture and
scholarship : now, lowever, it bas lost
this primary and very essential signi-
fication, and mieans a hundred other
things,but not this one thing necessary.

I attribute this evil that lias of late
years possessed our Reading Desk to
the ininumlierable " shoddv " sehools of
eloeution whiich have sprung up across
the border in well nigh every city of
the Republie -schools whose sole ain>
is to grist ont graduates bearing in
every part of their elocutionary outtit
the trade mark of their respective

schtools as listinctly emlipha-
sized as the brand upon a
Texas steer. This is notably
an age of shai, as is evi-
denced in the aged patriarch
who dyes his hair to cheat
iighî heaven in the bestowal

of lier gift of kindly but
frosty years, that hie Iay
therelbv the better coquette
witli the tliings of the earth.

I reieiber in ny boy-
hood of being privileged to
hear the great English read-
er, Bellew, and I have treas-
ured up the mieiory of that
delightful evening ever
since. I ai not miuec given
to the admiration of things
Englislh, but 1 iust confess
thiat nearly ail the really
great readers I have ever
heard have hailed fron that
" tight little island." As
the scholar, emierging from
Cambridge, or Oxford, or
Trinity, Dublin, has muuch
less shan in his educa-
tional nake up than the

graduate of any other institution
I know of, so the English reader car-
ries about him a polish, a culture, a
grace and ease of mnanner, as well as a
genuine scholarship, which are but
vaguely seen in the readers of our
land !

Let it be reiemîîbered that I am not
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