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AbfraH of the Lfe of Count Gaglio/}ra

S INCE the death of Jofeph Francis Borri, the celebrated che'mril, hei
fiarch, phylician, and prophet, who di{ingtifhed himfelf about the

beginhing of the feventeenth century, by his uncommon capacity and aun
nerous impoflures, Europe has not, perhaps, produced fuch an extraor-
dinary charader as Jofeph Balfamo conmonly known by the namc of Count
CaglioR ré.

In a memnoi- publifhed by himfelf while in England, being defirous ta
conceal the fecret of his origin beneath an impenetrable veil of mytftery. ho
pretended that.he could not peak pofitively as to the place of his nativity,
nor in regard to the parents fron whor he derived his birth. This cir-
cuinfance gave an anple fcope ta the imagination of his followers, fome of
whom pretended that he was thesoffspring of the grand-mafer of 'Malta,
-by a Turkifh lady, taken captivé by a galley belonging to that ifland; while
others, with equal probability, afferted that he was the only furviving fot
of that Prince, who about thirty-five years ago fwayed the precarious fceptre
of Trebifond! To infufe into this itory a greater portion of the marvellous,
it was added, that a revolution taking place, in confequence of which, the
reigning fovereign was'facrificed to the furyof his feditious fubjes, his in-
fant fon was conveyed by a trufty friend to Medina, where the Muffulman
Sheriff had the generofity to educate him in the faith of his Chriftian parents.
1e hinfelf afferted, that at an age, « when he firft becaine confcious-of hi&
exifLence, he found hinfelf in the city of Medina, was called Acharat,
had a peifon of the name cf Alte tas, for his governoi, was atten'ded by two
eunuchs, who treated him with the utmoft deference and refpea, and reFidcd
in the houfe of the Mufti-Salaahym.

This account, which, it muf be acknowledged, has all the air of a ro-
mance, . could neither fatisfy nor inpofe uLpon the Inquifition, The holy
fathers accordingly made the ft-iaef fearch after the origin of Cagioftro,
aid at laft difcovered, that this pretended prince and heir apparent to the-
kingdom of Trebifond, ws the fon of Peter Balfano and Felicia 1raconieri,
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