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Abftralt of -the Life of Count Caglioffro,

SINCE the death of Jofeph Francis Borri, the celebrated chemift, here:
fiarch, phylician, and prophet, who diftinguifhed himfelf about the
beginning of the {eventeenth century, by his uncommon capacity and nij=
merous impoftures, Europe has not, pethaps, produced fuch an extinor-
dinary charatter as Jofeph Balfamo commonly known by the name of Count
Caglioftrd. - ’ - -
In a memoir publiflied by himfelf while in England, being defirous to
conceal the fecret of his origin beneath an impenetrable veil of myftery, he
precended that he could not fpeak pofitively as to the place of his nativity,
nor in regard to the parents from whom he derived his birth, This cir-
cumftance gave an araple {cope to the imagination of ‘his foll(;wc_:rs, fome of
whom pretended that he was the.offspring of the¢ grand-mafter of sMalta,
‘by a Turkifh lady, taken captive by agalley belonging to that ifland ; while
others, with equal probability, afferted that he was the only furviving fon
‘of that Prince, whoabout thirty-five years ago {fwayed the precarious fceptre
_of Trebifond! To infule into this itory a greater portion of the marvelious,
it was added, that a revolution taking place, in conlequence of which, the
. reigning fovercign was' {acrificed to thefury of hisfeditious fubje@s, his in-
- fant fon was conveyed by a trufty friend to Medina, where the Mufluliman
Sheriff had the generofity to educate him in the faith of his Chriftian parents. -
He himfelf afferted, that at an age, - when he firlt becdine confcious -of his
exiftence, he found himfelf in the city of Medina, was called \Acharat,
“had a perfon of the name of Altctas, for his governor, was attended by two
eunuchs, who treated him with the utmoft deference and refpett, and refided
in the hoafe of the Muftl Salaahym. ~ S
This account, which, it muft be acknowledged, has all the air of a ro-
mance, . could ncither fatisfy nor impofe upon-the inquifition. The holy
fathers accordingly made. the firiéteft {fearch after the origin-of Caglioftro,
‘and at laft difcovered, that this pretended prince and heir apparent to the:
: kingdom of Trebifond, was the fon of Peter Balfamo and Felicia Braconiers,

Qp-- - - " both

7



