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LETTERS: FROM' THE EAST..
GIEGE:
( Continued’ from: page 564 vor. 1o}

Tlie ride- to: Essouan- through the desert was very pleasant,.it being:
Bear sunset ; and to bathe in the Nile afterwards, how exquisile &
Pleasure ¥ The intense heat being past, the evening air was as-balm to-
the feoling, cool and soft, without being chilk Flie next day we- di-
Pected the Cangia to remain at Elephantine ; the isle afforded” a des
Hghtfid retirement, which was indced as a home and a shadow in a
weary land. Afber wandering: through wastes of sand and: rocks,. fa-
tigued and languid, you gaze on the rich. groves dnd unfiding verdure
of this isle as you would on the shore from x stormy sea. How often:
Lhave wandered amidst its shades during the burning heat of the day..

iiere was a favorite spot where-a group.of trees stood: near the water’s.
edge, apart frowm. the cottagess. On the apposite shore rose & lofty
range-of sandhills, and the channel between: was broken by some fine
rocks, and one little isle covered with verdure, on which stood’ one or
two habitations.; ot the left were the ruins of the two island temples..
It was delightfal to sit for hours here,. aud see the st go-down. on: the
Fomantic and beautiful’ scenery.

The cataracts, a few miles above Essouan, are very insignificant, the-
fll over a ledge of rocks, extending nearly the whole breadth of the
ehanael, being hut a few inches in height, though the noize may be

eard at some distance: This being' the termination of our voyage,
the next morning we-went down the current at a. good rate, and scon
reached Esnch and thew Luxor. At the former town there are sowe
hundreds of Mamelukes imthe service of the Pacha, to whoin they are
slaves, being Circassians amd others, purchased by him: when- wer
Youtr, —They are still, for the most part, men: inv their youth, hand-
?m*ﬂy' dressed, and are cemmanded by Suleman Aga, the guondans
rench Colonef, by whonr they are disciplined in the Europeam man-
ner.  Oné day, being becalmed near the opposite shore: on: our re-
turm, we landed at the entrance of & little valley, confined by Iofty
Precipices, Advancing up: this romantic spot, we came to a sma‘y;
mronastery, with its cemetery in the wild, sg.,[?he gate was: closed and,.
::} ?war being given to- the repeated calls, we- entered through ene
sbe windows, and found all its apartments silent and deserted. It
;(“u“s; have been so- for some time. In the burial ground were mmany
an:; stones with inecriptions, in memory of the fathers who had lived
died in this sofitude, which seemcd not to be intruded on by hu-
;‘:" f‘o!otsteps, save some chance travelfer shiould direct his waywasd
mulr)g there. A self-deny{n place it wae altogether for this little com-
thanity of fathers, who might truly say they had nothing to. do withe
‘¢ pleasures of the world, with more reason than most whe so pro-
eslst in the present day. '
eturning to Thebes, we sat out eatly in the.amerning on =& visit to
the Tombs of the Kings, and pasungaéam near thenugm of Kum::,



