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and kindliness ; tho ‘two noble  pricsts Father Williaw aud
Father Alexander, the two hardly- less. noble monks, Stephen
and Hugh, are all painted with a master's hand. Some of the
scenies 100 evince great power, notably the
cathedml -of Bt. John, and the scens with the troubadour in
the hostelry.  Wo have derived the greatest plensure from the

rusal of 4 In His' Name” -Itisa book ina thousand, the
work of 8 gentleman, a scholar, and a Christing, In which the
beat teafts of the author are conspicuous,

(For the

Canadian ['uatrated News.)
CHRISTMAS.
BY
A

There are halting places along our journey, where we stop
snd gaze back. On our birth daya we are apt Lo panse awhile
and draw breath. On Christmasalso,and the reflections are not
always joyful.” Jidles, hélas ! 1 remember in the Long Ago, in
the Haleyonic dies of achoollife, writing with chalk upon the
wall ¢ Hurrah for Christmas, Only six weeks off.” The record
wag altered day by day, Oaly five weeks and six days, only
fve weeks and five days, untll vacation came and with whoop
snd shout a throng of thoughtiess schoolboys rushed from Eu-
clid, and Algebra, from master's laws and impositions to happy
komes.. Aif A¢! I no longer shout hurmh for Christmas,
There is & sadoess about the time. The trees are bare and
spectre~like.  The sky {8 very dull. The flowers areall trod-
den into the brown earth or hidden in the cold cruel snow.

Arenot the hopes aud aspirations of many of us like the
weet flowers, which are dead and buried out of gight? Do we
sotstartin life with great expectations and how miserably they
end.  Lesinit in piscem mulier formosa superne, Young Jack-
sonby, who delighted in lvanhoe and read the life of Lord

iive with gusto, started in life intending to bea hero, agreat
wmilitary phenomenon.  When I saw bim last he was a linen
draper's assistaut, a little dapper prig, with a chevauz de frise of
pins in the lappel of his coat. Duulops, a promising lad, yreat
isour Debating Society, was 1o have been a member of Parlia-
ment, a0 oratar {0 the house, a leader of men. He entered a
tank and drudged -at the desk.  Smirkins had his ambition in
the church. The white Inwn of the bishop's sleeves fluttered in
bisfuture, and what of him ? Non mirecords. Dead, 1 think, broke
down in his college course and the world goes rushing on, The
noks are never long broken, Quae falls and a comrade steps
spsnd fills his place. Other boys are hurraying for Christmas,
while | and some other old fogics are moralizing.

I hall found a Society, the Koigts of Dolour, and we ghall
‘ament our youth and write doleful ditties over withered bopes
end misspent lives, and we will issue tracty containing won-
derful advice to guide young people, and they wiil laugh at
ui. Twenty years ago I attended a family gathering. The
Christinas pudiding biazed on the table and there wag m:irth
15d langhter.  But the bluza died out and the remaing were
swept away and those who aat round the {nble have gone for
the mest part too. They are dead, sowe of them, ull have passed
from my sight. That was a melancholy dinner at a Parisian
resiaurant the ather day.  Mr. Rubelles, wat 84, sat down to
table at which thirteen covers were laid, thirteen chairs drawn
w their places and he the only guest, Twenty years before
thirteen friends, among whom were Alfred de Musgset, Theo-
yhtle Gavtler, Count do Flehar, agreed to meet at the same
plsce once m year, keeping the places of those who had died, as
ifthe guests were present. Pwenty years and they bad all
tone except Mr. Rubelles, and true to his pact, he sat down to
bis melancholy repast.

Ciel 1 What is 'all that racket ? What ehouts and romping on
ay old stairs.  How they creak and groan under the tramp of
fet. Children's voices, girls' voices. Who have invaded the old
tachelor's apartments 7 Rosic bursts in with a Merry Christ-
mak, and half a dozen gitls at her heels, all shouting Merry
Christmas,  Merry Christmas, forscoth ' I tel] you, Rosie, {1
% faut pas fuire cels, 1 have outlived that: | am sad, girl,
You w:ll know it by and by. The clonds which are rosy-faced
Lare very murky linings.
back And see only the ashen grey of burned out hopes, 1 see
the pathway strewn with human bones.  Life to the young
man-ia 8 land of Canaan, flowing with mitk and honey. Tlook
tack and see a Golgotha !

What are those children dolng? 1 declare the petites have
dtcorsied my room with &reen boughs, not even my pipe rack
3 excaped it wreath of fresh leaves, Roste, Rosie, for shame !
Mtellthe captain, You little rogue, that was a sprig of'mistle-
to2 you held over my head! :

Where do T intend dining on Christmas, Rosie! At the club.
There T11 meet one or two old cronles like myself and we'll
coax ‘our appetites with o isque eerevizse, a little Kromieshs
drvolaitle or some other delicacy, and lameant the degeneracy of
1he présent time, - Take the stagre, #ir. Is there n pantomime
Wb seen like those of our young dnys? Where is the clown
*bo conld make me even smile now, and liow I have laughed
8t theic anti¢s, I bave seen a danseute, sir, as light as a fairy,
ﬁoatlug aliout on the musie 1 but she has grown fat now, |
48 Al & pantomime n yeat or two since. 1t was a sad affair. I
cotld-see the ‘clown was sad at heart under his painted face,
and while he grinned I know hie was thinking of his crippled
danghter st home; his little Nell Allie, n youthful cupid, who

fell from the tlies the pantomime before.  1'be ballet gicls were
tlomsy, . The paint wag too thick on their flabby faces. You
fURgest, my fittle dears, that the change was in me and not on
the theatre, Perhaps it was - There were merry children in

2 boxes and 1 noticed the jeunesse applauding the dancers,

No, Rosie, 1 would not do. away with Christinas. It isg .od
for families to meet togethier and rejoice.  When the club of

 thirteey commenced its dinners, it was a good idea; but it was

Jo7 sad for Mr. Rubelles at the end.  Still let the little folks

Ave their gatherings, let_ there be gifts and merry greetings ;

et the fire binge ;

a the middle of the room. - Lot thers be a Sir Roger de Co-
- Verley, _a healthy rowmping dance, full of fun and innocence,

rhich fs more than | can &ay for others which are more fash-

t‘}’)“'*m", and more than all lot there be onedny, if_only one,

8 ¥ can say to ench othar from our henarts, Ben tf voglio.

Lhrlstmnu,day s wholesome,  [t. may cause elder folks a

~ rlears; but tho heart is softened.  Has some mother lost &

hild since lngt Christmas, - let hor recoliect the Master who

B8thered litly chitdren: 1o him eighteen hundred years ago,
: l‘"‘“" 0now watchea

i hOnonr of Him, whose name wo pronounce when' we mention
b stinag, honour the day nnd may wo :each have love in our

*arls, when wo say with Tioy Tim': ¢ Qod ‘bless Christmas”

night secvice in the

Yau see the couleur de rose, Tlook -

on “the hearth and the mistletoe hang high

over the lost one in Auother fold: Let us, -

. vt o+ it et e i e
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DIVINATION FOR THE DRAWING-ROOM.

v
——

AN OLD ART REVIVED.

T truet ‘the reader is not startled by my title, ‘I am: not
going to Initiate him into the secrets of the Black Art, not to
lead him into fmperilling his soul and body by dabbling in
necromantic mysteries; Nordo 1 propose turning the drawing-
room upside down for divining purpose, or introducing into
the bosom of the family & spectacled magician with a whole
collection of mystic invocations, magic aymbols, blue fires and
stink-pots.’ The pupil who places himself ander my tutelage
will need neither pentacle no- abracadabra, neither magician’s
wand nor diabolical compact. All that will be necessary ior
hisart in go far a8 it may be practised by a beginner, will be
found within the limits of this article. The diviuation to
which 1 would introduce him is guided by certain marks on
the palms of the hands, and the art practised by these means
ir varfously known ag Palmistry, Chiromancy, or Chiroacopy,

I.

Of all the arts of divination, and they are over a hundred in
number, Chiromancy, one of the oldest of all, Is the ouly one
which at the present day has received any serious attention. It
must be horne in mind, however, that the hand is consalted
by modern chiromants less as a book on which the future may
be read than as an index to character, And, indeed, there is
more ground for this practice than an outsider would at first
sight be willing to suppose. Lot us begin with the highest
authority of all, the Bible, In the thirty-seventh chapter of
Job there is a passage which ruos in the English version: ¢ He
tealeth up the hand of every maao; that all men may know his
work” The Vulgate rendering of the same passage rang: i /n
manum omnium hominum Deus signa psurt, ut noverint singulf ope-
ra sua” “In thethands of all men hath God placed signs, that
cach one may know his own workas,”

In every-day life much of a man's character may be judged
by the action of his hands. The new born infant whose mind
18 not formed cowmes into the world with its fists doubled. The
old warn.out man, whose character and individaality are all
but effaced, goes ont afthe world with bia fingers shut over
the palm. The mean man, as he walks in the streets, passes
Ly with tightly clenched fists; the gencrous man goes literal.
ly open-handed. More striking still are the attitudes assumed
by the honest man and the liar. The latter, in bis cagerness
to deceive, clasps his hands to his breast—patns inwards—
and calls Heaven to witness that he is telling the truth, The
honest man frankly holds out his hands—palms upwards-—as
Lie says “ 1t i5 80, He is fearless, though unconsciously 50, of
what hig tell-tale paim may reveal, while the untrathful man,
equally unconsciously, hides the palm that give:s the reflaction
of his false character,

Space does not allow of my dweliing any longer on such
examples of the correctness of the palmist's theory, though
they might be multiplied indefinitely.. So I will proceed at
once with the instructions necessary to euable tue tyeo to set
up in business a8 a Drawing-Room D:viner.

II.

Far the present, it will be suffiviant to devote our attention
mainly to pure palmistry, that i3, divination by the palm alone.
Where necessary, however, we may allude to the signs on other
portions of the hand,  Within the limits of the space at my
disposal 1 shall only be able to touch very lightly on the maio
features of the scivnce. Readers who may be so fur interested
inthe matier as to desiré further information  will find all
that they want in Dosbarolled's  Mystéres de la Main ™ and
Craik's “ Book of the Hand* oo ,

The primary signs used by the true palmist in the exercise
of hisart, are three in number, namoly, liges, mouats, and
points. The latter, bowever, are less important than the two
first, and will not eater in the limits of this paper, ,

‘The principal lines are savén in number, viz, the Line of
Life, or of the Heart, which commences midway between the
thumb and fore-finger and runs downwards toward the wrist ;-
the Middle Natural Line or Line of Honlth, which beging with.
or near the Line of Life, anil runs straight across the hand ;
the Table Line, or Line of Fortuné,  which runs from - below
the little finger towards the base of the forefinger; ‘the Line.
of the I.iver;fmm‘the‘wrist towards the base of the little fin.:
ger ; the Line of Saturn, from the wrist up towards the base of
the second finger; and the Wrist-Line, dividing the lower
arm from the band. B

The wounts are algo seven in number, as follows: The -
mount of Venus, between the base of the thumb and the line
of life; the mouunt of Jupiter, at the base of the forefinger ;

of Saturn, base of the middle fingér ; of Apollo, base of the’

third or aunular finger; of Mercury, base of the little or auri--
‘eular finger ; tha mount of the Moon at the wrist end of the
outside edge ‘of the haund, epposite: the. mount of Venus ;
and .the mount of Marg, between the:mounts of Mercury !
and the Moon. . C .

In examining the hand it is well to take the left hand, as {t
is generally less used. than the right, am} consequently less
liable to be unduly and unnaturally creased. The hand should
be freshly washed and at perfect rest, in order that the true
colour of the lines and mounts may be easily distingmshed:

The Line of Life, /¢ its name implies, indicates the duration
of the life. Theage at which death will take place is said to be
marked by the first decided break in the continuity of the line.
A smaller break denotes sickness in the past or the: future.
For the purpose of fixing the dates of sickness or death, the
line is divided into ages.: A line is drawn from the middls of
the baso of the third: finger towards the gecond. joint of the
thuinb, and the point at which it intersects the line of life will
mark tho age-of ten, If the breakage occurs in a grown

* according 1o the distance from the point.

person’s band at that point, it shows that that pérson was yill,

or met with an accident; when ten years old. . If the fault in
the line is a little before the point which marks ten years old,
then the illness came at the age of nine or eight, and so on,
"A line parallel to
- this one, starting from between the third and last -fager, will
touch the line of life at the point called twenty. Another
parallel line, starting from the middle of the base of the little
finger, takes you to thirty." The next line goes from the outer
edge of the same finger, and gives forty. The line to find fifty
starts from a little above the line of the heart. All lines cros.
sing the Line of Life denote afflictions, past or present. Smaller
lines springing from it into the eentre of the palm denote
wounds. - A circle with two cross lines through it, on the life
line portends the loss of an eye.. Ramifications at the base of
the line denote so many Jjourncys, made or-yet to be made.
To indicats a long life and good health, the line should be
long and clearly cut, :
* 'The Natural Line comes next in importance after the line of
life. - The following are its principal characteristics : long and
well defined it denotes intellectual power ; when it {s joined
at the commencement with the Line of Life, it is an unmis-
takeable sign of intellectuality. The separation of the two
lines, according to some anthorities, is & sign of profligacy,
Where the lines are separated and & cross occupies the space
between the two, the individual poesesses an unamiable tem-
perament : he ig the man who squabbles with his wife, and
his relations and friends. = Joined at its commencement with
the Table Line, it is a sign of mental estrangement. If it runs
with that line for any distance it denotes impiety; curved away
from the line it betokens probity ; if it runs into the Mount of
-Yenus it is significant of ‘& brutal disposition. Tone natural
line should cross the palm almost horizontally and gradually
melt away below the third finger. Too short, it indicates
stupidity, too long, an excess of calculation, meanness. Pale-
ness of this line denotes indecision ; @ formation consisting of
a geries of small interlacing lines, want of the faculty of concen-
tration. A curve downwards towards the wrist indicates an
over imaginative mind ; and terminating in a fork it signifies
deceit,

The Line of the Heart, when well formed, indicates high
mental qualities, & good memory, and an affectionate disposi-
tion. When broad and interrupted it also foreshadows hap-
piness and contentment ; double and disconnecte=d it signifies
& meddlesome nature, eagerness to undertake, and incapacity
to carry through. The greater the number of its ramifications,
the greater the subjects scientific, literary, and a-tistic tastes.
A line broken in many places betokens inconstancy. Short
lines running downwards denote well-judged affection ; run-
ning upwards, impulsive affection.

The Line of the Liver is the indicator of the bealth. When
it entirely crosses the palm and termicates at the base of the
middle finger, on the mouat of Saturn, it indicates consump.
tion. Several other in {i1cations may bs gathered from its ap-
pearance, of which space will not ailow & résume.

The Line of Saturn ig of lesser importauce. When very long
it is a sign of a life of bardships.

III.

We now come to the mounts, each of which has its peculial
siguificance. .

A well-developed Mount of Venus,i.e. the hill at the base
of the thumb, on the palm, denotes beauty, grace, the love of
the beautifel, taste for music and the dance, gallantry, a
desire to please, a desire of being loved, benevelence, charity
and tenderness.  If the mount is depressed it shows the want
of these qualilies. Itz absence betokens coldness, egotism,
want of energy, of tenderness, of action, and of soul in {he arts,
In excess it is debauchery, licentiousness, cequetry, vanity,

- light-headedness, inconstancy and idleness,

Jupiter is that which orders, threatens, points. Jupiter
gives fervid religion, noble ambition, honours, gaiety, love of
nature, happy narriages, love unions. In excess he gives
superstition, ¢Xcessive pride, love of power for iteelf, a desire
to shine. Inabsence it caises indolence, egotism, irreligion,
want of digoity, want of nobleness, vulgar tendenciés.

Saturn is gloomy. - He is the falleu king from heaven ; he
is Time, who devours after tsrelve months his own child, the
Year-Time charged to execute the work of the Fates ; Saturn
is Fate. When he smiles he gives wisdom, prudence, suc
cess ; but he also’ gives extreme misfortune. In excess he
gives sadness, love of solitude, rigid religion, fear of & second
life-of punishment, asceticiswm, remorse; and often a desire for
suicide, His absence iz an insignificant life.

[ Apollo gives a taste for the arts, as of literature, poetry,
music, painting ; success, glory, intelligence, celebrity,
genins, light, —all that which shineg and cances to shine, Ha
gives hope, the conviction of an immortal-nam Y, sercuity of
soul, the beauty which causes love, the grace which charms
the heart; he  gives religion loveable and tolerant riches,
In excess he gives the love of gold, pride, haughtiness,. ex-
travagance, & taste for rich garments, celebrity at anvcost.
If absent, it ism: erial existence, careless for'art, monotonous
life, like a day withoat the  sun, : :
. “Mereury - gives science, knowledge of a higher world,
wmental labour, enchanting eloquence, commerce, speculation
hozourable” and - intelligent, fortune, * industry, invention,
promptitude inaction and in thought, activity; love of labour,
an aptitude for the occule sciences. In excess he is the god
of “thieves, cunuing, Iring, perjury, pretentious ignorance.
His absence is inaptitude for:science or comimerce, 8 useless
life. ~ , :

Mars gives courage, calmuoess, coolness in danger, resigna.
tion, self-government and - noble pride, devotion, resolution,
strength of resistance; impetuosity. = -

The Moon gives imagination, sweet melancholy, chastity,
sentimental - poetry, elegy, ‘love of mystery, solitude and -
silence, dreamns, vague desires, meditation, harmouy in music,

-aspirations after auother. world,  In excess she gives caprice,

unregulated fancies, constant irritation ard causeless despair,
discontent, restlessness, sadness,superstition, fanaticism, brain
sickness, . Absent—want of  idess .of poetry,  barrenness  of
thought, : L

Iv. .

Thus far I have trenté;lof pure palmistry. kThe chiromant,
however, can draw no little assistance from the kindred art of
chirognomy; invent:d by M. d’Arpeatigny. - By this 8ystem




