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o Down East, moved  farther from the tent at’
+ which their elbows had just been- touching.

.They went to hl}..]ltl‘ ground “to listen and
- judge ‘of -the increasing cannonade. - Their
k dcpertme El Abra observed through & punc-
-+ ture in'the canvas.

still remmnined, the Guerilla cut an aperture ;
and asking her to put forth her band, sunid:
“Tuke this packet of the Llllymcle for-
tunes, fair young lady. Preserve it in secrecy
to a proper time.  Should the Redbolt officer
escape, whom I have just conversed with, as
you may have overheard,—1I mean escape w.th
his life in' the coming battle of to-day, and
from this war ultimately, the contents of the
packet will make him an English Earl and you
his Countess,” Have you secure hold of it ?

" ¢ 8ir, I cannot, must not retain this thing.
1 overhedrd the conversation.. Had I believed
this gentleman was really whom you say he is
I should not have come to America to nurse
him in misfortunc. I thought him nothing
but the obscure clerk, Toby Oman, taken by
my father from the pamsh workhonse No,
no, fearful El Abra, I cannot take charge of
this packet, He would justly despise and
hate me, were I seemingly so cunning and
sordid.”

¢ Escape with me, Mademoiselle. My own
men are now watching not far distant. ' T
heard from one, but now, a private signal, voice
of ‘a night bird. Youwd be carefully protected
from rudeness under care of my house-keeper,
Rosa Myther, and another Jady; protected
from danger under my steward and household
guards.”

# Sir, to me the attempt is impossible. I
prefer awaiting here the worst that may be-
fall. The worst seems soon to be mine, death.
Had you not declared to my unwilling em and
disappointed heart, this gentleman to be Lilly-
mere, how culivening might have been my
hope? But now, for coming here, in suppo-
- sition I haunt him as the heir of great for-
tunes, he can only despise and hate me. He
docs alrcady hold me in contempt, and depart
away without conference. Yet, though de-
spised I must remain, and have him wmnn
- range of “vision, cold and distant vision,
valiant young Iuro Ah! repeat not the trai-
trous words. . You would have killed him in
combat, terrible El Abra. You are deceitful
now, or were cruel then.”

The  Captain, leaving Tass Cass to watch
the varying sounds of the night combat, re-
turned to the tent. Said El Abra on sceing
him enter s - o '
. “Glad - you've come, Captain. My timo
being now short I desire to place in your
hands, free and uaconditionally, this pucketas
a gift. - Its contents; - mterpletcd Dby. my re-
vered mother whom you'll .find at Conway; in
Canada, will, prove you rightful heir to the
“ “rank und fortune now vacant and awamng
..youin England.” ~

.« BL Abra, I decline. the gift. I'd be the
. meaness \\u_tch breathing to accopt it, and
77 then order your ¢xecution,”

execution 7" -

“No, sir; I'm bound in duty to the nation I
serve to cmry out orders from superior autho-
rity.”

- ¢ Reprisal, Cuptain; “think how inconve-
“nient will be repusal if executing pusonus of
war ! :

“You are a Gnenlla hend of a band of
ussas:ms not a true ])llbOhLl’ of war, ~Any
wiy I ean’t make the choice you would entreat.
Now, 1" know you to:possess those proofs of
my bnthnght I ‘cannot” concede your life.
Did 1 yield conscience and the world would
tell me I sold -the service and betrayed: the
cause of the United States ; supremest cause a
- nation ¢ver drew sword for. its own existence
and extinction of man's property in man. Siv,

I spurn the rights to title and estate on such.

terms.”.

: “wYet order my e\ccuhon what then?
- Conscience, the world, and all: hlstm_y written
~of this cveut will toll that Lillymere butcher-

27 proofs to- lus fortunes ; was shy of the proofs
= of title; yet used them and ascended to his
: granduu, when he had slmn tlu.u fmthful
“r - custodian,”

S W ELAbra, you wring my soul But were
ik wrung ‘into the most exquisite torments
" conceivuble in mugxcnl dmbluxe, you'd not

“and the cause I serve.” -

offer sufficient to induce thu omission of the
’order-to have me hanged dend at ﬁve this
coa,m N .

;¢ The ovder is given.”
“Or-to mduce youl

_ revooxitio‘n of thc
order:? .o

. Earldoms." .

out of sight for cver underneath your body.” :

spurn,’it is in my pox\or to: present or

ven the gu.m. estates and’ title of Earl.:
‘éngagé  to

I

Then going to the side within whlch Agnes

-« Suppose you take the packet and omit the ;

" ed EI Abm. who bhad presérved for him the

+ seduce me from a true man's sense of honotu, :

“«Think you, Lillymere, I’\o ‘nothing to.

s Abru I'\'o ulrc.ndy refused acccptnueov’
“of proofs which’ might confur on'me the great -
~estates and title of one’of: Lnglands oldest:
And the’ proofs of my birthright. -
are to go to the grave with you, butied from .
~ tuitions of nature m
“magic—=she*:ig " 'th
purity. and: truthl‘[ Wer

a4 Yet; Llllymere, eminent as the Lngllsh‘
fortunes may . be which you in_this:manner.
vith-
hold trom your eye'a’ ‘priceless : allurement-,
for:: you, 1mmensunably more: precious thun,;;
thc sumhtude 'of~h
‘give you' that: precious prxoeless o

thmo' before - the - hour of’ mom by meaaure‘
.of good riding, will you consent to leave  this:'
service? It is but to ride for the hlghest z
‘reward carth may ever offer to mortal e

«To ride with you?" .

¢ Yes, ride along with me.” :

«An! Youwould invite m: to secret arts
of magic, I read the desxgn m your glowing
eycs, Bl Abra.”

“#Seerets of magic you mlght have. also,

But the rich allurement offered to ride “with"

me is to you inexpressibly more than ‘the
whole sum of title, fortune, and knowledge of
the powers of magic combmed ”

«And lies wu.hm your pemonal optlon to
confer?”

“And lies within my option to confer ”

¢ And the proffered inducement, inestimably
more to me than title, fortune, knowledge of
the powers of magic, is something: of life,

aud concerning functions of this present life?” .
Consent to ' leave  this

“Yus, Lillymere.
service, "and I conduct you in not many homs
to her who gave you life.” 5

“To “to —— }:leavenl What mean you
El Abra?”

“I'd conduct you to her who gave you life

~—your mother!”

¢ Avaunt, ficnd, avaunt! Lymg El Abral
TI've a mind to allow the impatient Redbolts
to hang you this side of twenty minutes.”"

¢ Better come with me, Lxllymere, and - be-
hold with your eyes that ‘gracious  loving
mother in presence face: to face whom you
don’t remember to have at any time seen ex-
cept in dreams.”

“ How came you by tlns durmg profa.mty,
fearfully wicked El Abra?” =

“ Lady Mortimer brought intelligence of
this ‘gracious mother's preservation, whom
you dreamt, or feared, or believed to have
been murdered She told that, distracted by
the loss of her babe, Lady De Laey Lillymere,
your mother, became A Wandering Shepherdess
searching thlough rural England Wales,
Ireland, Scotland, for o lost lamb.” :

Scemg the listener aceepting the w vords into
his inner being in-rapt amazement, El Abra,
to prolong wonder, or pleasure, or pain, spoke
in slowly mensured sentences :

« Carr ying on her bosom a lamb, and always
in search of another. Followed by a select
half-dozen of grown shecp, once the lambs
she had carried. The family of fleecy creatures
wearing garlands of flowers. Two of them,
blind from old age, led by ribbons. : The
shephcldohb riding at ‘times on a -pouny, but
oftener going on foot. Carrying the loncr-
shafted crook of the sheep-fold. "Attended by
two or more Scottish colley: dogs, protecting
the little flock. * Children. assembling round

‘her receiving gnfts and gnthumg to hex hand

wild-flowers, of which she wove them chaplets:
and gmlunds The rudest of children loving
and gentle ' at’ sight of her.
roads, night or day, safe to her. The bmsterous

and lawless man or woman: respectful: and .

sedate in prebenu- of the dedermg She pherd-
ess.”

« Oh, El Abml Supreme maglcmu' Mag-
netic charmer of: the. eye ;- torturer of the
soul! Wliy hear I this for the first time??

The Guerilla heeded not thé interruption,
but continued in. the same measured tone,
gazing with unwinking orbs on the Redbolt
hero, now fascinated :

« Making garnients for the poor, pald assmt-

ants wor king in the villages:in- her absénce.
Bestowing: gifts in plénty from her mhented_

Ogleburn dowry. - Smgmw hymns in presence

ot the setting'sun in"a’ voice of glorivus com-

pass, ravishing .sweetness. = Invoking the
gorgeous wesk to warm’ the gmve of her boy.
To-give life to the Licart; light to the eyes of
the oabe, her:son, her joy. . 'The long:lost
Lillymere boy. * The babs she bore, the loved,
the lost, her hope, hor Joy, ‘her boy!”

«You ‘madden: me,; - Kl “Abra. IE Taady

: Mommel told that to any, she” wnth-held it

from mé; except hinting us possxble that the
pure and blessed ‘being who’ guve me birth
might yet be: found: alive.

known ‘parent: to make wreck-of me in this

- transcendent: crisis in the: fortun(,s of the

great nation I'serve?.
fLinvite -you, \aptmn, by thls 1e<:1tal of

tlie beautitul‘and true, to’that’ mother ,' who, .

after. scarching: nook and’. corner;” of " Great
Britain, . Ireland, the  Channel Islandx,, and

Isle of Man for, he1 lost lamb—you, Lillymero

—has come- a* “Waadcring Shepherdcsa to

America.-, A ]amb in-arms. Az lamb still.
looked for.: “Two. aged. blind- ‘she i bleating
at bher: sxde led in.ribbons ;. the Scottish' col-

: leys protectmg ~I-left her w1th Rosa Myther,'
- once_ her com pamon mmd now her compnmon

in adventure” L
‘Be the ston' tr ue or false tlmt

loat; I the product of the loss andof time;

tune--me—hus nmved‘ in Ameuca and
have seen her ;. she :

mcarnatlon ol

involving my, personal:
have: it suc 8
irecoil from &; ivipé vhxoh

. of thelcause I serve?"

,ant?

"The dreariest -

" horses or mine.

; 18.)4—55)
. Secretary of State for. War "that shoes for the

“Wicked EL Abra,
why pxofamly invent 'this’ story of my: ug-:

:.jpemt(. their nclghbours

¢ Thls transcendent crms in the fortunes ot‘
the: great ‘nation you serve!’: Is it'not a
Btill.more tmnscendent cu:,ls in the fortnnu;

"4 The magmtude of yotlf:rebelllon hl Abm,

'Aconfers on my position et t}us outpost & sup-

reme importance.” .

L u Why estimate this post as 80 ver y 1mp01t-
I it because you happeu to com-

mand it7n .

% Truly have you spoken sir.

It is because
I happen to command it,

Lvery post i3 im-

portant where I'am. - In the ranks of the in--

fantry:as a private; I felt mysclf a unit filling
& place, which, if unfaithfally filled; might
indice - disaster to the army. My ‘veteran
tutor; Eyden  Kensbrig, in his ‘Canadn a
Battle-Flold *.taught that philosophy. Edu—
cating the nulxtary conscience: within me in
light of what this iator has taught personal
conduct ‘drew obscrvant : eyes’ to the private

‘in the'ranks, as one who might fitly be & cor-

poral; “As corpoml the weight of the army's
safety  still. devolved on me, : For which
fidelity to duty I was advanced to be captain
of the Redbolt Cuvalry, two weeks ago; the
appointment’ confirmed by telegraph to-day
The respousibility of command is not the less
that I am so unfortunate as to hold El Abra a
prisoner.” ;

© To which the prisoner rejoined :

“Some fecling indicated . there; with a
glimmer of approaching good sense. _You are
a devotee to duty, Captain. Commendable, I
admit.’ - Béing Lnghsh I presume you keep
Wellington ever in your eye.” :

“El'Abra, if T be the person you ailege, my
father was a gallant Colonel of Cavahy Sir
Eustace DeLacy Lillymere ; a ‘devotee to
duty, educated in the military philosophy of
the illustrious Wellington.. T'he¢ - great’ Field
Marshal, who, studymg to.avoid blunders in
strate;,y, was not the less alert to derive in-
struction from mistake, or accidental mishap.
My instructor, Eyden Kensbrig, cites  from
Wellington in this invocation to the common
sense of his country ——

El Abra, lifting & haud to admonish silence,

.secmed hstenmg anxiously for a sound out-

side the tent. After half a minute he said :

“ Go on, please. It is your ten o'clock re-
lief, I suppose, changing sentries. Five hours
still to live. - Thought I heard  a nearer can-
nonade, and shells fallmg »

The Guerilla dissembled, He thought his
ear detected « private signal. The Captam of
Redbolts resumed :

“Says the military instructor whomn I fol-
low in this brochure—one of a serics—¢ Canada
a Battle Ficeld,’ page 43 : ¢ Listen to the: voice
of Wellmg,ton the mighty dead speaking in
history thxough the Deepatcheb, and Napier's

4 Peninsular: War-;' that: for want of. some

trusses. of fodder: for’ maules, the mules. were

lost, and  the siege. train; thon waited for at:
And after five in--

Burgos, did- not arrive.
effectual attempts to carry Burgos by assault,
October * and Novemb.r, 1812,. Wollmgton
faiied for want of the su‘go tx.nn, and ‘was
compelled to retreat with a-partially disor-
gonized army two hundred miles.”: *

« The . apphcatlon Captain ? - I may lnfel
what it lmpllcs in the feeding of your ca.valry

Canada 77

“ The vetemn means that the new genem— :

tion which reads no deeper than the journals
‘of the day, content to remain uninstructed hy
’hlstory, attribute present . difficultics in the
States to military incapacity. Whereas they
are common to all countries nnd armies in the
earlicr - campaigns of .war, He continues :

¢ Read in Wellington's Despatches how fraudu-

“lent contractors furnished useless entxenchm"

tools (as in.Spain 1810-12, 60 in. the Crimea
“How Wellmgton wrote to the

troops wore out in'a few days ; the army. bare-
footed at end of a week from mu\'n.l of the last
shoes. from Lngland The fraud  reducing his

‘plans of campaign zmd the indowmitable cou-
rage of-his troops to & nullity. And yet says’
. my instructor, page 43 :

U« Writers' m the Pxovmceb, umwd in hn,-
tory, rail \at:the  United btates, age ravatmg
them agamst; Canada by asserting suspension

. of cash payments to be Amerlcan Jopudmuon,;
‘though - Great > Britain suspended cash. pay-
~ments’ from 1797/ to 1820

mlsadventuro in the war; dlbhonesty in army:

and’ havy contractors us poculmr to the Ame-.

rican people “We know from: sad ucpem,nce
that, as - in Spain under -Wellington; so in ‘the
Cnmeu. _some thousands of men, finest troops

ever m ‘the field, perished in the inclement’
‘winter ‘through fraudulent’ snmplo “bales of -
flainels’ 1mpox,ed on the mspec tmg o!’hcexs in
! ‘London.: . .

ha lady L
llv(‘.b, that’ once: she was mothor to. u: babd.:

“ Makmg an- em.my ' snys my tutor, &« wlnle

“ That amuses me hugely " crud ¥l Abm ;

14 sorry you'can't’ iccompany ‘me o’ Canada
1= Captai G

n that’ side the’ frontier

‘othor'side of the: lukes »

Bur. to what is it duected in.

Asser lmg every

“you dn ‘the aftemoon

2 not have donoe so0.+

Captmn Simon Lud 7"
lad; to. leatn tlicy are. unpxeparod . f*i roic
n_the. British': Provincials - exas- "
“I have work to.do.
¢ Comé, Lillymére ;. ,
-accept a high command in"the Lmlssaues of/:
Mystery, ;

Sk Youmay. forgct Slr, bemg deluded through -
“reliance on’ niagic, that’the time of the day- -

braak execution dmws nigh,:. But should youi

cacape the hour and the doom a:ppom*ed this
night, and: get to Canada to opemt.e at head of
the Emissaries of Mystery, on'll:discover to

.- your.cost that the British . Pxovmcmls are not

unprepared for vugmnt guerillas, " They havo
vigilant look-out men all along. the frontier.
Though not at’ present m'utmlly organized,
they are & people by every instinct of nature
and posmon heroic. - They’ll defend to the
death. - Hark ! There is 2 cannonade nearer
than before

. Going outside the te.nt and perce vnw the
sentries “appareutly wgllnnt the’ Captmu
directed two to stand near tlu, entrance, with
the “interior and El Abra. under th(.il eye,
And lest they might have occasion to shoot
him, and so end.mu’u the lady prisoner's life
in the eompartmcnt of the:tent bLeyond, he
would - himself conduct her to the Pxovost
Guard for sufety. Where also she would avoid
witnessing Ly eye or ear the Guerilla's execi-
tion if hanged. Where also she would have
the society of her companion, Isa Antry, who
was to'have been conducted to the Redbolt
Camp, but for some reason unknown did not
come,

Soon the ln.dy and Captain were both
mounted . for “this journey of threc miles.
They and an escort had gone but a shott dis-
tance,” when the Redbolt. trumpet sounded
¢ hoot and saddle.’ Tasgs Cass in command had
discovered scouts prowling near.

¢t It.is to prepare for the execution of that
lawless® Guerilla—lying El Abra,” said the
Captain® to Agnes. “ I would his execution
did not devolve upon- us. I wish an order
might be had where I now go to spare his
life.”

- *“ Have you not power to save him, dc.tr
Toby ?° 1 mean—pardon, Sir, I meant to say
Captain Lillymere

I am Captain Simon  Lud, Madam, until
some- better ‘authority than El Abra informs
me of the fitting nams. You may have over-
heard, Miss Schoolar, in your division of the
tent, what the Guerilla told, as” if from Lady
Mortimer, of a pretended mother imagined for
me.”

¢ Captain’ Lud, I was beside her ladyship
two years ago, when the story of the wander-

ing shepherdess was told by Mrs. Bella Barly,

of Saark Toll Ba.r, Gretna Green, Lady Mary
deemed it best to come in search of you—I
suppose you—-or, if not you, the lost boy of
the house of Lillvmexe b(.foxe seceking an in-
terview with the ehepheldess For  which
reason I also omitted 'seeing Lady Lillymere,
your mother; That ls—beg pardon, Toby,
some young gentleman’s mother.”

"¢ Not my mother, you then thought ?

#T became - faint with thought of another
trouble; was apprehenswe of a compulsory
marriage. - T dld not suppose T'oby was Lady
Lillymere's: son:” I did. not- wish to think;
but 1t bhot at. me,. mto me; wouldn't go
away.”

« What wouldn’t go away, MISS Schoolar t

¢The thought: which was ever coming
through me, that Toby Oman, once our clmk
might not have been Toby."

#Would it 'please -you now, Miss Schoolar,
to. discover . that the ‘Toby of your futher's
office was not: Toby "

-4 At present; sir, heis C‘tpt'un Simon Lud
a gallant and brave gentlemdn but I'd rather
hée were Toby.”

“Why, madam 2

s ’l‘hat L mlghb be of humble gervice to
him ?7-

“Bo of sewlce to Captam Simon Lud.. You
were some hours'ago”

¢ Captain Luad is too proud.”

“.Would you watch my personal safety, Miss'
Schoolar, were T DeLacy Lillymere?” e

“1d not dure présume; © I'd not have come
to this field-.of war, had I been ' assured you
were what they say you are.”:

¢ DMisy Schoolar, on: the d'v.y I fust beheld
you: crossing ab the Horse Guards, when my
hand’ touched the ‘otherwise unapproachable

-gloved fingers, to save yon from stumbling in

front of a'fust coming c‘mmge L accused my-

self of ‘presumption, Saying in my heart, tho

young lady would: despise me did she l\now :

the tips “of ‘her, glove, thrilled to my biain,

Saying in -my heart I ought to Le despised ;
yet, going down the strect wnbll the bag of lu“
briefs L'earried so proudly, that I, trode on air.
I did not then know you to be Miss Schoolat,”
& But T knew.you to be Toby; nnd thanked
“turning . out: of the

Lady's Mlle, ‘when udmg to th.mk you,
“Toby’; don't' yotvrémémber 2V
# L do remember, and never forgob . But it

was the poor t.lelk Toby, you thanxed.”
Tt was Iy’ fntlu.ra _poot . clerls, "Toby, {

~came. to watch’ and scrve. in'this wai,”

-# With the vision of DeLﬂ.cy Llllvmeie, be

: hind the poor clerk 2"
. yet no adiéqnite dofonbwe prepar atlon is mude 3
«to guard the frontier.”:
and ‘thiat: she; mother to’ tlns prl‘t ‘of misfor- .-

It is cruel to 1ns;nua£e th

’Toby would -

“#Think; you -he._ wau more generoua thun -

ic: decds make & man lnu'rhty nnd :
‘ ludy has neither power nor.privilego

t.o bo aughty or. ‘coldor crucl, if she. make.
: ep of - condescension towmds ‘him,
1ave mu,de four: thousand tmles i

truer - perception of :Miss™ Schoolurs motxves :
in travolhug thus far Mool

'erhups Captu,m Lud may, in tzme,‘hnve :u- o



