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Pastor and Leople.

-

Coutemporaries of Abraham.
BY DRINCIFAL DAWSON, LL 1., F.R8, BTC

The Kev, Mr. Buaster was in tho obair,
and Wutly infroduced the lecruwrer, who
wae reasived, a8 ha js rt all times, with
1.ud as planse.

Dir. Dnwson eaid that in goneral history

reaented to the wald mon who were
intinsenlly great, an i others, who, thongh
they were intrinncady small and oven
menn men, had  been doveloped by the
Grace of God into men of muk. It wan
not intemded that ke hearers shonld be
hero-worshippers, but that while yeoognize
ng $he powors of men l)u'\l"il‘“y groat,
they shonld hold them to  bo gifts of God,
and should seo tho pre cminent ,value of
His ppratunl gitts Of the uln'sn of men
grent, both naturally and sprritnaily, oue
of the noblest was Abraham, Looking
ovir the past interval of 1,000 years, they
owld sce his form sh'l towering on the
horizon of history ; and to the Jow and
Gentile—the  cultivated  European and
gavage Bedoumn—he was at onco the
o Fathor of the Faithful” and the friend
of God.” Tt was net the lecturer’s purposo
20 +keteh the ifo or character of this great
mn4n, but to direct the a'tention ofrlns andi-
1 = to somo of his coutemporarios, cape-
oinlty to eome of thoso who had been
br veht to potice by the discoverios ro-
contly made in the ruins of Assyria and
Challen. The rapidity with wlieh theso
di-coveries have been nppearing. aud the
viridness and reality with which they
ennbled the world to picture tho life and
Doliefs of those primitive times wore aluost
glarthmg,  Just as men of the present time
looked from day to day for the ourrent
news, he looked from week to week for
rovelntions to the hfe of thirty or forty
centuries ago, and many things which were
wout to bo mattera of learned disoussion
wire now ascertained faots, and conneot-
od themselves with those truths of Serip-
twre that have always loen to men of
faith epiritual renlities, but which to the
more ceptical had always been little more
than shadowy myths; thus some of the
contemporaries of Abraham wero as fami-
liny to men of tho present day as their in-
divdual friends, from the allusions to them
in Seripturo—made doubly valuable as
historical material by recent discovery.
They know Abrabam’s nephew, Lot, a type
of tiie modern average Christian, loving
tho 1ieh pastures of Sodom and dwelling
therv, though more or less grieved in his
righteous roul because of their iniquitics.
The world of to-day kuew something of
theso very Sodomites—most veckloss nnd
victons people-—for whom Abrahiam could
pray to God and wonld assist, at the sume
timo refusng to associate with them.
Tuehol, Mamre, and other rerpectuble hea-
then nciglhibors of Abrabam, were now
known, a8 was also the ecelosinstical pumes,
Melchizedce, King of Salom and priest of
the \Most High God, who though apparent-
ly less of o Puritan than Abrabam, was
recogmzed by the latter as a brother in
faithi and u superior in rank. So in the
history of the Patriarch were to be scen
ghmpres of the Courts of Lxypt and the
Phihistines; something could be lenrned
of the (ypeditions of the nations of the
Valley ot the Euphrates—natious thut
theugh vigorous were stillin their infaney ;
go mueh so, that Abrabam, with a fewg
hundred followers, waus on & par with their
Pemers.  The whele story of Abrahuin
was st wonderful in the light it threw
upou th e ndition of the vaith 2,000 years
before Christ, and a time separated feom
the great deluge by a few centuries—no
greater in space than the separation be-
tween the present and the middle age of
Eurojeau history. Little was known of
the tunes of Abrabam, or of the call he
had received to come ou’ of the land of his

tithers; but with the light thrown upon
them by the recent discoveriesin A-syria, |
it was seen that the sight of Ur of the
Chaldeas is identical with the ruing now !
ealled Mugheir, on tho luwer Euphm{es,‘
one of the oldest cities of Babylon, aud at
one time the capital <f the countiy. The
mo: e remarkable features of the place at
present were a temple of pyramidal foru,
bult of brick—and onoe of the oldest struc-
turcs in Babylon—and a vast cemetery in |
which it 1 supposed bodies wero brought
from other eitiez,  Tho manuseripts found
at Uriiself and other parts of Babylon, !
brought to light by Loitus, enabled por<ous |
to trace back to a time auterior to Abra-
ham.  About 1,300 B.C., Babyloniva wan
captared by Assyrians; from about 1,545
B.(%, it bad beon undor tho dynasty of
native kinga called Arabians, The learn- |
ed lecturer ebumerated among the con-
temporaries of Abrakam, Uruk, a kingund
builder of temples to the gods, one of
whoee inecriptions wag, * Urnk, King of
Ur,and King of the Land Aecad, has
built the temple of Belus.” Something of
the religion of the people of Ur was aleo
known, and Mr. Loftus had said that the
principal temples were bult ef sun-dried and
baked pricks, the finer kinds with layers of
red mut'ing interposed. The buildirgs
were pyiawids, with shrines or altars on
top—preoiso counterparts of the Mcxicwn
tevenins—the only ornuments, brick  but- +
tresces on the top, or earthenware counes!
lastered on the surface. Iron was-
nowu, but bronzo and stons were the
principal materials used m constructing
implements and weapons. Dottery was
known, and the dead were buried in
earthen ccfling, while the art of engraving ‘
figurea on hard stone was well known and
practised. Conpiderable progress had been
made in the weaving and embroidery of i
garmente, and ore rewarkable atill, a:
kind of alpbabetical writing was known and
used, and manuseripts from the oty of Ur
a8 old as the time of Abraham, ‘so that
thers may hiave been docurents awmong
the Hebrews even in the patriarohai age,
and loug before tho time of Moser. at
the time of Abraham Ur was un idolatr.
ous sity, and temples ware built by the
kings to the mooun and to Delas. If was
the custom in these times when any im-
poriaut evout was to be perpstuated to
procure & alab of oclay, to indits in fine
writing the suriave of the clsy, and then
place the tablets in & kiln to bake until

shey were so hiard as {0 bo exiremely dur-

ablo. Thera were ovidences from ihe
palnoes of Ninoveh that the worship of the
true God was nob noknown, but had i
roady hoen vverlsid by the eubstitution
of many inferior doities reprosonting spe-
vis! purts of the ereation or nucient hieroos
or heroinos. Thers was reason to beliovo
that the idolatrous ystem had originated
aith the Ohnideans, aud had sproad just
bofore Abraban’s time, and that three of
ihe fannly of Shem who adhered to the
worshtp of God wero & very sall minor-
ity. Even Terah, the fatber of Abraham,
stands forth ns an emly protestant or dis
sentor from the populsy idoMtry, and
posaibly ns the traditions prepared by
Joacphi> would indicate, bad suffored &
perseeution tn consequence that made him
only too glad to wander awsy whenco he
conld worship God in penco. Tio frag-
ments that yot remam of A-syrian writ-
mga indioate that the carly hwstory of the
world g related by Moves was known ¢y
them, with the incidents of the deluge and
other kmdred lhistorieal auly ets, When
the eareer of Abraham was followed, aml
his many aots of self suorifies ware noteil,
it wus onsy 1o reo why he had been ealled
“Tho friend ot God aud the Father of the
Fuithful,” and the best that might be saud
of Christiane, was that they walked in the
faith of Futhor Alraham. In conolujon,
Dr. Dawson briefly enunciated the lerson
that was to be drawn hy Christtans from
the writings of the time that showed Abra-
ham in the grand cheracter he was, and
the long lmc of followers in his footsteps,
who were faithful defonders of the faith as
well. Ho closed by hoping that God
woutd give his hearers graco to follow in
their footsteps,

A vote of thanks was then passed lu the
lecturer in an enthusiastic manver, and
after a recitation and reading by two
members of the gociety had been given, the
Rov. Mr. Baxter prenounced the benedie-
tion, and the meoting elosed.

Foreign Missions,—Suggestive-

Rov. Dr. Tremlst, Vicar of St. Potor's,
Londen, not satirficd with what his people
were doing for Foreign Miseions, deter-
mined to instruct them more fully as to
their duty, though their offorings, when
compared with others, stood high in
wwmount. Asn rosult of his efforts, there
was & gain of $2,500 in the colipetion ¢

* Ot course, it 18 sard tho soil had been
in a state of preparation for some time, or
tho seed sown on thig oconsion would not
have borne such good fruit, The hearts
of the people had already been touched,
and thoy were ready to sympathize with
the appeal which their pustor mado to
thom. Andis not this tho condition of
muny parishes in London ? It is year by
year the people go on gving to ioreign
Mussions less tiinn helf the sum they give
to nny other object that is brought before
them, becnuse the clergy do not sufliciently
press honte to their counscionces the duty
of supporting more numerously this_indis-
pensable work of the Cherch, If the
clergy manifestly oare but Little for mis.
s1ous ; if they do no allude to them in
thew sertuons and pastoral mimstrations;
it they open their pulpits to the soviety’s
representatives at, porhaps, the worst sea-
son of tho year, and their nterest in mis-
rions appareutly begins and ends with the
visit of such representative, it is no wonder
that mavy of theiv pari-hioners ¢ do not be-
lieve 1 mmssions * ag the phrase goes, and
that those who do believs in them, with
fow exceptions, give to them but a languid
support.  In this, as in other respects,
the poople very fairly roprosent the dis-

osition of their pastor. ff thig be doubted
ot some of the clorgy, whose psople now
give but a very modoerato support to mis.
stonig, follow tho exatnple of St. Peter’s,
Belriso Park. The result will probably
be a most satisfactory surprise.’’—Sclected,

Preshytery of Guelph.

Tius Presbytery met on Tuesday morn.

1ug, in Chalwers’ Church, Guelph. Rev,
John Hogg, D.D., presiding. After the

reading of the roll, conmmissions were read
from tho Church at Lriu, appointing Mr.
Joseph Youny to ropresent the chureh
dinring the spsming  turee months, and
from the chireh at E len Mills, appointing
Mr. John A, Davulsun  to represent the
chureh at that place. Tho resignation of
Mr. btrachan was then taken up. and a

3 . ¥
. discuswion ensu d on the question whe-

the r the conw e dulions of Priceville, Prics’s
Corvers, and Hilishurg—especinlly tho
Iritci—had been eited to appear before
this Pucsbytary, opinion  beng  divided.
Me | orgleva, o beirdf of the chureh at
Hillsbury, soved thay they hal agieed to
M. Stiachanu  resignation, but they wichod
tor iumuediate supplies, ne the aunti-union
paty was stong, aud unlues the union
party received asnstance, in the way of
suppites, it would sink fhst, e thought
if temporary assistance wero rendered, the
time would soou come when the church
would be able to support a minister. It
was thorofore ngrecd that Mr, Strachan’s
resignation of INillsburg aud Price’s Cor-
ners Lo accepted, and the Rev. Mr. Cawm-
eron, of Acton, bothe Moderator of Session;
and Rev. Mr. MeDormot preach the church
vacant, A letter was iecoived from Reov.
Mr. Thompsou, of Erin, staling that he
hiad no hopo of recovery, and asking for
the assiztance of a student for the summer
munths, and that six months’ leave of ab-
gonce be grauted to him (Mr. Thompson),
tor rest and recovery, Il was decided to
Joave the mattor ovor until a communica-
tion which was expected from the congro-
gation, making some proposition for this
purpose, which was oxpected, he rececived.

I+ wo have not rceeived what wo ask,
hitherto we Ligve prayed in vain. Guard
agrinst that common anl funtal evil of
resting in prayer 6 an end, &ince it ie bul
& means ot obtaining.—Watson.

Prayvhg is the ory of faith to the ear of
merey. It is not eloqnence, but earnest-
ness; not the definition of helpfulness, but
the feehing of it ; not fignres of spesch, but
compunctions of soul.—H. More.

Praven is the principsl and| most noble
axt of God’s worship, aud is to be preferred
ofors preaching. Dy presshing we are

taught liow to worship God; but prayer is
iteelf God's worship.—Bnll.

{Por the LPreasbytorian.)
Songs in the House of My Pilgrimage.

P
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“ BUY YN KNOW 1IN ; POR HE DWELLRTI WITH YOou
AND SHALI BH IN YU

O Nappy day of grace and lovel
That raw Theo Holy Bpirit, come
A wiliing exile from above
To meko the chutch Thy templo home

'Fhe breath of God iu tungaes of thamo
Thoy eaw Thee resting on tach brow,
Tho broath of God fn Aire, the vame
W ithin the beart wo k. ow Theo now.

1 or through tho ages ceaselessly
The cuurch Thy de s 1t home has beon,
As with tho tribes that crossed tue sea
Tho plory-cls u tof ald was soeb.

And now onr Gutde, our Light Thou at,
Bv whot plone tue Wity wo learn,

The presept Chel t within the hewt,
And carpst sure of His return,

O shall we weary by tho way,
Oy sbrivk from poili, shame, or caxe,
With Thoe our comforter und stay
That shano aud peril il to shave 2

Or ghall wo busely vield to ain,
And Christ our + 00d und King deny,
With shadows b ud the }i kb within,
Ard gileve Thee in Phy .unotuary?

Forbid it Lord ! with sacied awe
Holp us toown ursel.es s Thine,

Fro m Thco cur strength and comefr rt drasw,
And guard with jealous cuxo Thy shrino.

0 lot Thy pnro and peaceful light
Glow in Thy temple m re and moro,
T4 tnith at lopgth shall wergo in sight,
And the lopg desort march ig o‘or.
Neo+ Ddinburgh, ont.

¢ J.C

From Union to Union.

BY THE REV. ROBT. TRRANCE, GUELPIL, ONT,
On the sixth day of June, 1861, an event,
which will ever be memorabloin the eccle-
siastical history of Canada, tock pluce
within the Wesleyan Chwich, Great St.
James Street, Montreal, namely, the
formal and public union of tha Precby
sorian Churel of Cinada with the United
Dresbyterian Church in Canada, This
union had been under negotiation for a
number of years. At one titne overything
appeared favorable to an early consnmma-
tion ; at another, events seemed to thienten
its attainment for an indefinite period.
But at last, diffienltiea were overcome
the way was made clear to & large major-
ity ; and both denominations, at the date
specified, in ono of tho greatest sirongholds
of Popery in the Provines, in one of the
most capreiot Protestant churchea which
Montreal possesred, in the presence of a
vast concourso of epeotators, and to the
joy of many a heart, entored into union
under the title of the Canada Presbyterian
Church. ‘The place and event reminded
one of tho two great rivers whioh, after
each has puraued ita courso through the
channels prepared for it, communicated
beauty an&&mlwvd fertility as 1t roiled
along, join their waters in the neighbour.
hood—join their waters, thence to flow,
not each distinpuichable from tho other,
but harmoniously bleuded, on throngh
regions new lajboth, till they have puaned
vity and capd, and 1sland, and emptied
themselves nto the broad Atlautic.

Ou the fi‘teenth day of June, 1875, and
within the Victoria Hall 1n the same city,
an event st moro memorable occurred,
and one which will have, through the
blessing of the great King and Head of the
Chureh, a siill moro powerful and exten-
sive influence upon the religions history of
Canada, namely—the union of the Canada
Presvyterian  Chureh, the Proshytenan
Chuich or Canada in counection with the
Churoh of Scotland, the Preshyterian
Church of the Lower Provinces, and the
Presbyterian Church of the Mariyme Pro-
vinees in eonneotion with the Chureh of
Scotland, At the former period only two
sections or branches of the Presbyterian
Church umted ; at the latrer, four, each of
them 1nfluential, On the one oceasion
only & portion of the Britixh porsessions in
America were embraced; on the latter all
were included, from Nova Seotia 1 tho
east, on whose shures the wide oncean
breaks in its unceasing motion, to Mani
toba n tho ramote west, with the magmfi-
cent stretehes of terntory it precents. This
union had also bLeen the subject of much
carnest and careful negotistion, At tines
the prospict of its early consuinmn ion
was dim.  Tho hearts of its frieuds were
anxtous, although never despondent.
Those opposed to it, and there were rome
aneh, hoped and rejorced.  But the douds
cleared away, Dlicnltie: vani<hed, To
thie satisfaction of many, and the veaation
of comparatively fow, the Presbyteinn
Churches iu Uanada beeams one, und are
now throwing their united energy nio the
work of the Lurd, as appointed for her in
this and other lands,

Our objret at prosent is to give in a few
paragraphs some facts illustrative of the
progress made by the Cavada Presbytenan
Chwch during the fourteen years of her
own history.

At the date of the firat union there were
on theroll of the United Chiurch the numes
of two hundred and twenty six ministers,
of whom one hundred and fifty eight be-
longed to the Presbyterian Chuich of
Canada, and sixty-eight to the United
Presbyterian Chureh, The following year
there appears to have been s decrcare of
three, but from this forward there waa an
increase, except in 1804 and 1809, when
the names on the roll numbered the same
as in tho precoding years. The largest
increare in auy ore year was twenty-three,
and in 1875 it was seventeen, giving a
total number on the roll, after all diminu-
tious by death and other causes, of three
hundred and thirty-nine,

One year after the first uuion, the pum.
ber of vaoancies, preaching, and mission
stations was reported as fcur hundred and
fifty-nive. In some of the following years
there was a decresse in one or other of
these, but generally there was a decided
and satiefaotory incresse, showing that the
Church was lengthening her cords and
strengthening her stakes, till, in 1875, the
aggrogate of these was oight hundred sud
one, of which six hundred and seventy.
seven formed regular oharges, or au aver.
age of *wo to each minister,

There hax also been & marked Increase
in the number of families and coamum.
oants belonging to the Chareh, In three
years out of the uina for whick returns of
tha formor were made, thero sevins a de.
orears, but this must be owing to ineum
pleteness of reports, In the remainivg
vix years there is a decided inorenss, and
the average upon the whole term s ons
thousand thres bundred and sizry, The
number of  commuvicants has ahnost
doubled, jndging from the Bgmex fo which
wo have necess § but, 1f allowanoe be made
for non-reporting congregations, it may be
safely estimated that there was an inerease
of cne bundred per eont. in the member
ship of the Cannda Presbyterian Cuuieh
dwng the funrteen yoars of the uuion,

An 'n eresting nud esgentinl part of
chnroh orgamzation and work 18 the 84b
bath School, weluding under this Bible
clasces, with the pupils, tcackers, and
other appliancen for ix gnecorstul mannge-
ment,  Iu thi= department, also, the bless
ipg of the Mastir hus been enjoyed, He
has said, “Feed my lambs,” and now
every minster ieartily devoteg Inmaclt to
this part of Ins offien, encournging the
young in Jue congregation to attend upon
the religions inetruction spectaily provided
for them, locking out for thoss whowm he
may judge qualifi-d tor this important ger
vice, aud chiecriully neting n8 # counsolior
to them in 'he di-onarge of their auty, and
giving the benefit of lus knowledge reygurd
ing the literatme prceured, whether f r
the hibrary or in the tuim of pertodicals,
In tho atrendanca at Subbath Senools
there hag bren nn inereuxe of nearly tlurty
thonsand, and in the number of volumes
in librutits of upwards of forty six thou-
rand,  No record bas been kept ot the
number of teachers, but of course this must
have kept pace with that of the schiolure.
Tho Guod Sbepherd has thus Leen gather
ing in the young of the fl. ck, that they
might be prepured for nsetuluess in His
Kingdom,

The tollowing brief paragraph, which we
copy from the report of the Commmttee on
Stitietics, luid b dore the General Arrem-
bly of the Canada Presbyterian Chureh 1n
Monsresl & day or two before the formal
consvmmation of the recent union, will
show hor financinl operations gince 1861 :—

* Tho amount paid as stipend since the
union has been 3222457849, and the
amonat raised for congregational purposes
has been 84 47 159.72. Tor the college
furd 140,649 66 have beeu contribuied;
8158 515 96 fr home miswiona; 875 342.81
for toroign miesions; $41 740.01 for the
fund for widows and orphans and aged
and iofirm ministers; 828 830 538 for the
expense fund of the Suprewme Court, firet
an Hvuod and next as Assembly ; $47.-
018 61 for French Canadian mikgion ; 819,
015 for Kurkakee mission during soven
years; $23 661.66 have been collected by
Salibath Sch .ola for mission purpeses since
1869-70; $5620,602 87 have been raiscd for
the ecchemes of the Churchi; $204.105.07
for other benevolent purposes, and the
laigo sum of $5,415,026 25 for all purposes,
being n yearly average of $386 787.30.

It woeuld be iuteresting to puss under re

view what was nce mpliehed ench year
through the various ngencicr employed by
the Church to awaken and draw fmth the
liberality of hur supporters. Sach an un.
dertaking would, lowever, make a demand
for more spuco than we have a* our dis
poral, and te beyond the purpose we have
get before ourselves, From the headings
employed in the extraot given, it will be
seen that the operations of the Churchex
tonded over a wide fi-1d, embracing not
only the suppurt and extensin of the Gos.
pol a! home, whether among the Euoglish
and French-sp: aking portion of the popu-
lation, but ite extension to other lands, in
fuitlment of the commission given by
Christ when he was about to be taken up
jnto heaven, and sit down at the right hand
of the Father :—* Go ye into allthe wald,
and preach the Gospel to every creature.”
Not only has the Iibs rality of congrega-
tione, as such, beon enlisted in this work,
but so lik-wise bns that of the Sabbath
Schonle, A counsideruble sumn has been
realized from this source, It is pleasing to
see that the attention of the children is
drawn to the work of iissions ; that their
interest has been awakened in it ; that they
Lave been led fo contribute of their own
raeans, and apply to others, and that they
aro thus being trained for greater uzeful.
ness and netivity as they grow up, in
apreading abroad tho knowledge of God in
Chrint,
The United Church is now a large one,
She ia spread over a wide territoy. Her
inflasnce must be great.  She has an ur.
portant duty to dirchurce. Mav peace be
within her walls, a1 ¥ prosperity within
her palaces! —DPresbyterian Year Book.

A RECENT ce nsus of Iudia, prepared with
great ecare, recorda two hundred and
twonty-five thousand Protestant Clnistiana,
This 1s un ncrense of mxty-coe per cent.
during thoe last ten years.  The natural
growth of the population has been Lut
five per cont.

Nrxw years ago, De, Valentine, a Scotch
missionary, accepts d the porition of resident
physician to the Priuco of Jeypore, India,
on condition that he bo allowed to do
missionary work among tho natives, This
pertnission wan granted, and through the
Doctor's ¢ Y ntta a mission, and in«titations
of learnibg have been established, which
are bringmg untold blessinga upon the peo-
ple. A large hospital has beon built which
recontly was opened by the Princo of
Wales, A school of art hag been founded,
8 library with soven thousand volumes,
started, a pinlosophieal institute put under
headway, and a medical store erpened,
where disponsers are trained. Besides
all thig, in the prison at Jeypore, one
thourand prisoners aro now receiving
Ohristian instruotion, All this is the re-
sult of indefatigable Iabors of this earnest
Cntistian man, Dr. Valentine is now in
Scotland, having recently been ordained a
full missionary of the Unitsd Presbyteriau
Church, for the purposs of raising an en-
dowment of $25,000 to found a wmedical
inission sehnol in oonnection with the
Government college at Agra. Should this
enterprise succeed, it will be of incaloul.
able benefit not only to all the minsions
in Indis, but to the entire population of

Iudia,

Py - e oo

MISSIONARY NOTES.

Axorrrn evidence of the downfall of
heathen idol worship ia the fact that with.
in the luet flie gears, seven hundred
Baddhist temples in Japan havo beon con-
vorted into dwelling-houses, or adupted to
uther uses than for worahip,

A MisgioNaRy in Brazil, after fourtoon
years experienon, snys: ** It {9 my honcst
conviction that if the Chureh of Christ
will turnish the nocessary men and moans,
in ten yoars this greal conntry may be
converted 1o Chriet, and in less than
twenty will ceaso to be a foreign mission-
ary field,”

Tue Mizsionary Herald pives a brief
snmiary of the immensge work earriod on
by the London Society, having fovr its
fielda of Inbor Ching, North India, South
India, Travancore, Madagasear, South
Africa, Wist Indies and Polyncrin, the
strongest missien being in the Island of
Madagaroar, Tere thirty-thrce English
unssionariee, 291 native ordained minis.
tars, and 2,637 native preachers are en.
gagod jo the work, and there are . 63,896
ohureit members,

TF'rox 1ta connection with sacred history,
Egypt 18 an interostine mission field, and
1118 thero that the United DProshyterian
Oburch in 1855, established its most iy
portant mirsion, At Alexandria is its
aldest station, whero ita printing press is
located, but the mission at Cairo s
probably the most vigorous, In Upper
Leypt, Rev. Dr. Hogg has labored for the
last ten years, and has organized len
churches, all of which are now in a prosper.
ou-condition. Tho mission has an academy
at Osiout with one hundred atudents in at.
tendince, and theological saminary which
lnet year furnished eight candidates for the
miuistry, and will soon send ount six
more.

Turek of the missionaries of the Ameri:
can Board in Northern China have reonntly
made & three months® tour of several thou.
eand miles through the mounutainons pro-
vinee of Shansi, and the southern part of the
proviuce of Shanei, which lies satill further
weat, Tho farthest point which they
reached, and the most interesting ono also,
was the city of Hsi-nun-fee. onco the eapifal
of China, and the conire of the Nestorian
misions ages ago. They saw the famous
Nestorian Tablet, ereoted aimost one thou.
rand one hundred years ago by a Chiuese
Emperor, in commemoration of the suc.
oese of this mission, and were able to get
face simile copies of the Chinese and Syriac
insoriptions upon it. The whole oity
seemed to turn out to receive them, and
the eale of Christian books was 8o large
that they wore obliged peremptorily to
close it, in order to retain a small portion
of their stack for the long journey home.
The provinces which they traversed are
unoceupied, and have soarcely beon visited
by modern tissionaries. At mnny places
they seemed to be the first foreigner who
had ever been seen. The reception was
everywhers an entirely friendly one.

%'imtfiom‘ i’,maings.

Tur grand principle of our Gospel isto
separate the Churoh and the world, the
glrent prinocipla of the devil is to unite
them.

Whaex old Zachariah Fox, the great mer-
chant of Liverpnol, was asked by what
mesans hu contrived to realize so large a
fortune as he possessed, his reply was,
“ I'riend, by one artiole alone, and ono 1n
which thon mavest deal too, if thou
pleagest; it is civiltly.

Lonp! be mine the prize to win;

Guide me through this world of siu,

Koop me by thy savinggrace;

Givo mo at thy siden place;

suu and shield alike thou art,

Guide ar d guard my erxing hoart;

Gr ce and glory flow from thee,

Shed, O, shicd them, Lord on moi~Lyld.

MrciarL ANGELO was one day explam
ing to a visitor at his studio what he bad
been doing to o statue since his previcuw
vigit. I have retouched this part, pob
jahed that, softened this feature, brought
out that muecle, given some expression t
this hp, and more cnergy to that limb.’
« But thero aro triflas,” remarkod tho viv
tor. 1t way be s0,” replied the weulptun
“ but recollec. that trifios make porfection,
und perfection is no trifle.”
NI¥N of thought, be up and stiniug,
Nigbt and dav.
Sow the seed, withdraw the o wtain
Cloar the wav!
on of action, nid and cheeor themn,
As o may.
Thore’s a fount about to stream!
Theroe 8 a light about 0 beam !
There's & wanath about to glow?
Thore's & midnight blackness chamnng
Into gray*'
AMon of thought and en of action,
Clear tho way {

“How do you make mayer meotings
interesting 2 a<kod a Yale srudent of Dt
John I1all, Anad the wise pastor answer
ed: ¢ This whole subject is viixed U}
In‘cresting to whom? The Lord? The
Suppliants? The spectatora?  Toe onlf
way is to toach meu to pray; to eliminats
thuse who preach, or rhapsodis», or xc idy
or lament, intorminably; to promets
general fervor nmong the people, b
apply to the meeting the ordinary prioct
ples of Christian comwmon senso, L woul
vot set much store by interesting prayer
mevtings by themselves, I have knowd
of such that wore little more thau a youn?
people’s frolio.”

Tur story has recently come o light
that some years ago one of the King?¢
Prussis’s soldiers stole out of the Catholt
Church the jewaels that adorned a Madox
na. He owned possession, but denied the
theft, saying that the Madonna had giv®
them to him. There wers no witnesscs 19
disprove him. The King, therefore, #V
for some Romish priests, and asked iiv
it there was auything impossible fut ¢
Madonea. They were shocked at ih¢
question, and affirmed her omnipote“ﬁ"
“In that oase,” replied the IKing,
osnnot condemn the soldier, but I will &
something eles, I will forbid him e
to receiva any ore presenty from }

Mudoxna,”
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