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,MUNICIPAL
DPARTMENTt

TO MUNICIPAL OFFIGERS.
Vie COIÎTRACT RE-CORD is desirous Of

publishing, as far as possible, advance
information rcgarding projected works Of
construction in al? parts of Canada, such
as sewerage and waterworks systems,
railways, strcet pavements, public and
private buildings, etc. Municipal officerb
wotuld confer a favor upon the publisher
by placing at oui disposai particulars af
such undertakings which are likely ta be
carried out in their vicinity, giving the
naine of the~ pron'oter, character of the
work, and probable cost. Any informa-
tion thus furnished will be greatly ap-
preciated.

COST 0F PAVING.
Mr. T. O. Bolger, City Engineer of

Kingston, Ont., bas been collecting intor-
mation regarding the cost of asphait
pavements. Asphalt, he flnds, is laid la
différent cities under différent specifica-
tians and conditions, la some places
two inches ofasphiait are laid over a bed
of four inches of concrete. In other
places the asphaît is rolied on the aId
stone paved streels. A first class streel
requires six loches of concrete and at
least îwo and one hall inches of asphaît
wearing surface. la a list af forty.one
places where streets were paved duriag
1897, the cost per square yard ranged ail
the way fromo $1.45, at Omaha, to $3.10
at Ottawa. The list gives an average
price af $2.m2 per square yard.

Ia 1898 a list of thîrty-niac chties using
asphaît for paving purposes gave prices
ranging from $1.39 at Newark, N.J., ta
$2.87 ai Spokane, Wash., giving an
average af $2.03 per square yard.

These ptices are hardly any guide,
covering so wîdc a range, and climatic
and geographicul formation beiag sa
widely different. An average of the cost
nearer honte is as given :At Monireal1,

'i41;Ottawa, $2.87 ; London, $2.65.
Toronto, $2.70o; Ottawa, $2.57 ; Haînil.
ton, $2.a8. These gîve an average of
$2.54 per square yard, contract price, and
ail caîl for six inches of concrete and two
and anc-hall inches of asphaît wvearing
surface. Hamilton bas anly a five year
guarantee, the other places ten. Roches-
ter, N.'?., paid $2 ; Waîertown, $2.75,
and Syracuse, $2.20.

From this data ir is fair to assume
thrai asplalt paving in Kingston would
cost $2,50 per square yard.

The average price of brick paving la
forty-six cities ranges from ninety-two
cents ta $2.50, making a mean average af
$1.52 per square yard.

Toronto is payineg $i.6a for brick ' laid
un four inches of-',concreîe. Princ'ess
sîreet cauld be siniilarly paved for $i.8ç
per square yard, and Brack street at
$r.6o, and a good brick pavement on

braken stane and sanci fornmation could
be put down an residential streets foi
$1-30 Per square Yard.

LEGAL DECISIONS AFFECTING
MUNICIPALITIES.

About a year ago the couacil of the
lowvnslti-p af Toronto accepted a tender
from Messrs. joseph Yorke and Burgoyne
Cordon ta build the abutments for a newv
iran bridge aver the Credit river ai the
village nt Springfield.an-Credit. Alter
doing conziderable work the <'ontractors
abandoncd the job. Proceedings were
instituted on bchalf af Jahn Miles, a
stonemason, residitig in Toronto, against
the contractors and the municipal cor-
poration, claîmîng a lien tiîîon the ma-
te-ial in tire biidge. Thcr township at
first defended the matter, when they
asked leave ta pay into court 2o per cent.
af the amounit of the money they claimed
ta be due by them ta the conîractors,
which payment uvas in full of the lien-
holders and amounîed ta $151.14. The
malter came -before Mr. Neil McLean,
Offcial Referce at Osgoodc Hall, last
June, and ailier a triil lasting two days,
judgment was reserved and has just been
given in favor af John 'Miles, the plaintiff,
and other lien-holders, the official referce
holding that the township whcn îhey paid
'the money into court did not give the
cantractors full credit for ail wark donc,
and çhould have paid in more than they
have ; conscqucntly as a resuit Miles gels
judgment agaînst the township af Toronto
wîth costs.

Last week in the Court of Appe.îl a
Montreal, argument was heard in the case
of the corporation af the town af Rich-
mond, plaîntiff in the court belnw, appel-
lant, and Lafontaine, et aI., defendants in
the court below, respoadents. The case
arase out of the construction aI a 'vater-
works system in Richmond la the year
1892. The town askcd that the defead-
ants, w4a had obtained a contract, be
ardereit * remnove their pipes and works,
and be condcmned ta pay $5,ooo damages

.foranon -fulfilmnent oflîhei r obligations. The
chiet grMuiid for contention wvas that the
defrndaàifs had not completed the work
within the time specificd. The defend-
ants pleaded, among other things, that
the wark hr-;d been acceptcd, the town
having furnished hydrints and used the
wvater. The court in the fir-t instance
held that the works v:ere entirely incnm-

plete andi insuflicient at the lime of the
institution af the action, and maintained
the conclusions ofappellant to tire extent
of setîing aside te cantract and ordering
the remoaval of the works. From Ihis
judgment the respondents appealed ta the
Court of Review, which court gave judg-
ment reversing tire judgment af thte court
below. The reasons given by the Court
af Revicw wcre ta the followving effect :t.
Since the action respoadents had built a
newv reservoir at a highier elevation, and
at the point indicated by the experts
examined by aîppellant. 2. The proof
wvas contradictory. 3. l'ie respondents
had cstablished that tire pipes laid by
them were af tire size demnanded by the
contraci, and the quality of the wvater
fiurnshed wvas satislactory, bcing as gaod
as that af the city cf Monîreal. 4. Sînce
the protest, the municipalîty appellant
had acceptecl the works and nmade use of
then without furîher protest for more
th-in îwelve years, and their silence and
the use made cf the works constituced a
legal acceptance. Judgment has been
reserved.

The Home & Foreign Securities Com-
pany, af Toronto, have heen granted in-
corporation. The company inîead tadeal
extensively in municipal debenturet.. The
directors are Z. A. Lash, Q.C., J. S. LovelI,
William Bain, E. W. McNeil and Thomas
Bradshaw.

The evidence in the arbitration for the
expropriation af the waîerworks system at
Campbeîlton, N. B., has been concluded,
and argument will be heard by the Court
titis week. Mr. XVillis Chipmaa, consult-
ing engineer for the corporation, values
the plant at $5i,ooo, and Mr. James
Laurin, consulîing englacer for the Camp.
belîton Waterworks Conmpany, at $îz3, i8o.

Accordiag ta the report af the City
Englacer af Toronto, there have been
nearly îwenty-four and anc-half miles af
aew pavements laid in Toronto stace the
beginning af the year. This amounit in-
cludes over seven miles of paving on tiack
allowaaces. The total is distrihuted ai
follows :Conîract-Gravel, 5.03 ; cedar
block, 4.014; brick, 2.704; asphaît, 3.188;
macadamn, 1.537 ; concrete, in laot, .057 ;
total, 16.53. Day Labor-Brick, iii ;
mtacadam, .449 ; total, .56.-a total af
17.09 miles. Track AIlowi..,ces-Con-
tract- Brick, 4.284 ; scoria, 2.705 ; total,
6.989. Day Labor-Brick, .403. .Tbis
niakes a total af 7,392 miles for track
allowances, and a grand total 01 24.482
miles.
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