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~=For Truth. | mitted to quoto the judgment of an eminent | buckles s aword about her Sergeant-at-acms, | thorough teaching of the aclence of drawing
THE CAHAMA ISLANDS. historlan,  ““Tho Bahamas, (ssys Raynal) | though if he attempted to use it ho would and designivg. It begins with firat princi.

NV REYV, WM, ENOLISIH, FOR SLVERAL YEARS A
RESIDENT MIRISTER IN TIIESR 1SLANDS,

Tho DBahams, or Lucayos Islands, as they
havo been gencrally denominated, form a
cluster of islands situstod on tho csst of the

talf Stream off the coat of Florida, and to
tho north-cast of the large islands of Cuba
and Haytl. They number upwards of fivo
hundred, bat the greater part are moro baro
rocks or barren sand banks, nuoknown and
nameless, They aro sicuated, taker ina
collective viow, between the 22ad and 27th
degree of north latitude and botween the
75th degree of weat longitude from London.
Tho orincipal islands of this group are New
Pracidence, of which Kessan is the capital
and the scat of government. Harbor Island,
Elcutbera, Abaco, Great Bahama, St, Salva.
dor, Exums, Long island, the Caices, Insgua
and the Turks Islands Reasidenoy,

These islands arc somewhat irregularly
rcattered ; but may in a genera! way be do-
scribed as forming the bow of an arch con-
stitating & breakwater to the islands of Cu-
ba and St. Domingo or Hayti, intercepting
the waves of the mighty north Atlantic and
preventing them dashing with irresistible
violeaco upon the shores of theso islands.
Some five channels, irregularly formed, and
hero and there besprinkled with bidden
rocks, over whose aurface the surf may oc.
casioually bo scen to break, or treacherous
sand binks concealed from the view of the
warir.. with two or three feet of water,
make thesc channels vary dangerous to na.
vigate, and demand urceaslng vigilanee and
well-trained akill.  Bat notwithatanding all
the akill and vigilance of ths mariner,
wrocks: on these reefs, rocks, and islandsare
of {requent cccurrence ; some of them ocea-
sionally accompanicd with a lamentable loss
of life, and always with a xad waste of pro-
perty, and during my rexidence on these is-
lands afforded a moans of employment and a
sourco of 1acome tohundreds and thovsands
of their inhabitanta.

It :night be supposed by those who look
ouly at tho surfaco of things, and not with
philosophical and critical cycs, that such an
assemblago of small islands was of no great
matter or importance, and hardly deserved
a passing notice, We beg todiffor.  Size
dcoanot necessarilyimply importance. Balk
is nct the only or the chief measursof valae,
Though amall in themselves the Bahama Ia-
lands will ever occupy a prominent place in
tho history of the world. It was ouve of
these that presented itsc!f to the eyeof
Christopher Columbur when a new world

“\ras to reveal itaelf and disclose its glories

to him as the roward ci his faith, persever-
ance, and far-secing sagacity, and hero was
that beacon waved which has since choered
and guided the Anglo-Saxon race in its on-
ward march of freedom, scicnce, prosperity
and true religion. Wo have stood on the
epot, where, in all probability, the feet of
Columbas first stood ; cw] bave gazed upon
thoremains of a monument which it is su),.
poted he erected, cxactly answering to a
zimilar ono found near Cape Jsabollain Hay-
ti, which was undoubtedly rcared by these
Spaniash adventurers,

Expericnco has also shown that from their
aituation, number, sandthe intricacy and dan-
gerous character of the channels by which
thoy are navigated, the Bahama Yslands de-
serve alzo to bo highly prized by a naval
power liko our own; as furnishing us a se-
curo position from whenco ws could at any
moment, In case of war, make a rapid de-
acent upon the neighboring continent, Cuba,
or South America, This was proved during
ths late Amcerican war, and wo inay bo per-

whith on one side ar~ separated{rom Florida
only by a narrow channel, form on the other
a loog ridgs, which terminates nearly ntghe
point of Cuba. Thore are other islands
which continue the chain as far as the mid.
dleof tho northein coast of St. Domingo,
Betweon theso Islands there aro five pas-
sages for firat-rato ships, They afford a
good anchorage and safe retreat to their
privatoers, and command the narrow chan.
nel which divides thom Z&om Hayti. By
this moans moat of the ships comiog frr.m
that rich island, #ad from Cuba, must fall
into the hands of the Eoglish

Having lived on and visited most of the
principal of those islands, wo propose in
Trurh,in trv, or three subscquent letters, to
give some account of their climate, inhabi-
tants aad employment, If no other end is
sccured, the information willat least enlarge
the geographical and historical knowledge
of onr young readers,
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A GLAR(OE AT THE "VRATE

DY 3. X COLLIM,,

The hall at Ottawa, wherein the Senators
sit to dispense justico, is a large, solemn
chamber, sumptuously appointed and hs--
ing in ity air an ensemble something that is
regsl. It has likewiso about it a suggestion
of atilted obaoletinm, although the orange
figures in the rich carpeting give it some.
what of & semblance of Iatent ferocity, I
Juppose those figures may be taken as types
of the Senators who quarrel. I need not
say that the Senate ia not treated seriomly
by anybndy here, or in the country at large
for that matter; and tho person gazatted to
one of its benchesiglooked upon, politically,
as having been put to bed. Nobody ever
vitits the Chambcr, unless when somothing
ridiculons is being performed there; ard
consclonaness of this fact was somewhat the
reason why an embargo was put somyr, vreers
ago upon tho viditations of irreveren’; mem-
bers of the press,

The Roman Senators were old men, and
when the barbarisns burst into tho Forum
and eaw them sitting with their long, flow-
iog white beard and ataff of office, they touk
them to bo tutelar gods of Rome. Mot 1
our Senators are old, t00, but they havs no
the wisdom and dignity about tacir beards
that their prototypes upon the banks o’ che
Tiber exhibited. I am not aware of ay
way in which they havo given proof thut
they have any right to cxist. We are as-
sared that thelr raison d'etre is to reatrain
hasty legislation ; Lut they are waiped by
the same party slavery that divides the
House of Commors. Tho Chamber isbya
large majority Conservative, and always as
3 narrow, somstimes as a violent, {ribunal
of party does it vote. Itis a mere echo of
the Houss of Commions, and its members
remind one of the apiritual peers in Eag-
land, who, when a Bishopis to bo affronted,
first fall upon their kness and ask Provi-
denus to direct them in their choies, and
then stand up and invest the candidate
named by the Priio Minister, It is even
declarod by competent obscrvers that party-
ism in tho Senate is more carrow, and more
ferocious, than it is in tho Houxo of Com-
mons,

Bat be all this a3 it may. If Canada
wants the Scuate,let her havo it, She
makes tho Go7ernment wear a cocked bat,
snd sbe fires powder-guns when ber Parlia.
ments opcn, Why, then, shonld she not
have a Senate?! Nor is the Scnate and the
othor forms mentioned all that she loves,

and ix, therefore, entitled to have, Sho-

vory likely do zome mischief to hiuself,
while if ho did aucceed in working hurm to
anybody, ho would probably git the halter
for his officionaness
But revenous a nous monfon, The Senate
can now be said to be little elso than a
dlvorce court, but a divorce court without
legal equipmont or dignity. It has indeed
been charged against our Scaators that they
dabble with keen delight in the tub whereto
80 many husbands and wives como to wash
their soiled linen, I have myszelf witn+ased
somo of tho old gentlemen when engaged in
cross-examination, and unless my eyes and
understanding wero at fault, thoy seemed to
tako tho keencat delight ia ferretingont the
indelicate storles. I koow that mavy will
dissent from me whea I aay that it {s a dis-
graco to have the divorcing fonction thrown
upon the Senate, and that there should bo
a regular Divorce Court, such as those found
in other Provinces of Cavada. My disput-
snt will asy, “O, it you catablish sach a
court it will make divorco casy ; by handing
tho matter to the Senate it becomes diffi-
cult.” But my answer is this: In cvery
caeo where tho petitioner shows good cause
bofore the Senate for sceking divorce, a bill
passcs and he succeeds. That is exactly
what wonld happen were the question in
the bands of a court of law. We have
abuadant preof of this assertion when we
compare tho nmumber of divorces obtained
through the agency of the Senate with those
effected through our regular Divorce Courts
in other parts of Canada. Thercfore, al.
though the atripping of the Senate of this
jurisdiction would be t rob its mexbers of
the clief delight of their old age, I repeat,
in the intereat of dignity, decency and
justice, that a regular Divorcs Court ought
1o be instituted.
———ll D O P RS emres
—For Truth,

ART EDUCATICN IN THE PUBLIQ
OHUOLS,
(A Lecture delivered before the Norfoll:
Teachers' Association )
Y DR. MULVANY.

The industrial resources of Canada, like
our population, are limited, and bear buta
) ymall proportion to those of tho United
| Statos. ' But the indastrial akill which Art
education might train to make better and
better use of these materials is absolutely
without limit; it is quite feasible by ade.
quate trajning so to develop it that Cana-
dian manafactures should, in beanty of 4d-
sign and execution, surpiss those of any
part of this continent, or for that matter, of
the world,

Hitherto this country has boen defizient
in skilled artisiic labor. By this1 mean
the ability to design and draw s pattera, A
fow wecks ago a Toronto mmnufscturing
jewelry firm received a large order for orna-
ment medals in commemoration of the Mon.
treal Carnival, Theartistic work had to be
done by otter than Cansdian bands, Bev-
cral yoars ago whon engaged in writing scv-
oral of the parts of Pituresque Canada, I
noticed that for the eagraving, copying, and
other artistioc work, skilled labur had to ba
imported from the United States; Toronto
labor could not ¢fll the bilL.” Now itis
obvious that the abscnoe of artistically
trained laborers must take away from the
value of &very kind of manufacture, from
the casting of a atove to tho modoling of a
gold ornament. It is this deficlency which
the new Government Art Schools are mcang
to supply.

The Art 8chool now catablished at the
Wducation Dopartment Building aimsat a

ples, tho geometrical laws of Perapective;
it gocs on to teach drawing ““from the
round,” from statues, casts, and livig
models.

It then toaches drawlng from memory
and the roproduction Ia desigos for oms.
mental work of natural objects, sush asa
flower or & loaf. Nothing less than this
thorough process of trA!nln&wlll impart the
power of original designs so useful in every
brauch of manufacture.

Lot anyone consider the proceas called
art teaching as it ia gencrally found iq
schools, convent-academics, and private
art iostitutions, including the Toronto Art
Academy as it was before tho Education
Department took it in hand and recon.
steucted ite  To what docs the result of that
teaching amount at most? lferely to the
power of copying 2 draxing on & plin sur.
face. Who hasnot eccn the cutcome of tte
average youung lady pupil s term of art les.
sons? A couple of drawings, but without
suspicion of being ‘‘touched up" ty the
teachera ; but cven theso ave as four de force
accomplished once for all asa fact not to Le
repeated.  Copying is the opporite and
negative of art ; it is to it as plagiurism is
to literature ; as death to life. The mox
elaborate and success{ul copy is but as ‘‘a
small dust of the balance compared with
the poorest original design ; the most fa Y-
effort to embody in the work of our hat .-
one of the lcast of the models in that wor!l
of beauty by which wo are surrounded.

The Toronto Art School ia intended to
train teachers of elementary ait for the
public sctools. Examivations will be held
and diplomas granted which will entitle the
holders 0 to teach. And branchart schools
will bo established to be accompanied, itis
hoped by b anch musen:s in connestion with
each Mechanics® Instituto in the Psrovirco,

As an example of what may bo done in
this way, I point your attention to the Art
Muscum at the Edacation Department, To-
ronte. In order to gain any real benefit
fro visit to that Mascam, it is necessary
to#ovide one. *Z with & copy of theex:

ntcataloguelately publishcd by De. May.
Nething is more common or more useless
than merely to stroll through an art gallery
withont any intelligent knowledge of ite
contents.  Dr, May's catalogue is in reality
much more, than a mere catalogue it
is a critlcal guide to the hisory of
pinting ; it traces from the legin:
oing and #lltaivates from the oxcellent col-
lection of tho Art Muzeum, the historical
development of pain:ing, sculpture, engrav-
ing and the various decorative arta. .
23k tho attention of the teachers to the
fact that the fnatitation of Art Schoolsisa
ractical beaefit to themselves. Whea the
{tt: public of the achool section eces &
teacher able with a few bold atrokes to pro-
daco -a picturs on the black board, of a
flowet or an animal, when they sce that the
samo powor is being communicated to their
own bays and girls, they will realizs more
vividly than before tho buncfit of} education.

Tho eye is more osaily Linpressed than the

car.
Tho teacher who cando this will receive
an addfiion to thoordinary teasher’s salary,

And tlis is within the rango of everyintel -

ligar.t person.  Ia Laglaud uxperts in act
treining have escertainod that anyone cap-
able of teaching pupils to write is also c3p-
ablr of teaching them to diaw.

At tho great cxhibition in Hyde Park in
1851, it was found chat English manufac-
tares were ioforlor in artistic design and
finish 0 thoso of France and Germany.
consequence, Art Schools were establizhed
by the go_ernment, with the result of great
1y inproving overy branch of industry of
which artistic designs was a condition.

Canada is small couipared with the Unit-
od Stites, but it was in the smail republic
of Athens, and in tho compazs of a single
contury that all the arts woro broughtte
Eerfecﬁon,owing’to tho cncsuragement given

y ths goverament under Pericles to art s
a national undertaking,




