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OUR DEPARTMENTAL SERIES.

WALL PAPER SECTION.--Part 1

Introduction- Mistorical Review of its Manufacture—tow it Is Made To-day—Hints about Buying
and Selling Wall Paper—How to make a Successtul Display.

INTRODUCTORY. “Flock ' papers, which were used a great deal carly last
century, were manufactured in quite an ingenious manner.
After adesign had been printed, the flock, i.c., wool of the neces.
sary color,cut very finc, or else metallic powder, was sprinkled
cvenly all over the paper. This adhered anly to the pattern of
course. \When a well-marked relicf was required the process
was repeated, and the whole thing pressed between rollers.
Until 1 comparatively recent date, a great difficulty Jay in
producing more than three or four colors. This difficulty has
now been removed by the invention of marvellously intricate
machines, which will print dozens of colors all at once.

ANY ncrehants are content to move along in a
rat. They nequire a certain amount of trade in
certaun lines, nnd then they cense branching out.
They become oblivious to the possibilities of
further extension. It 18 just for merchantx of

thiskind that thefollowing articlesare written, They striveto
show, perhaps rather imperfectly and briefly, howa bookseller
rhaould conduct his wall paper scction. To such as are already
in that business, the parngeaphs may contnin very little that
isnew. To those who have nut a wall paper department in
their stores these nrticles should throw somelight on its estab- —_—
lishment and management.

To.day, when ;’,'zrcnt busincsses are being built up out of HOW WALL PAPER IS MADE.
small beginnings, retaslers should not be caontent to stagnate. NIX different personsareconcernedin the manufacture of wall
Lt them try to get every cent out of their businesses that S paper. From the artist who creates the design to the ex-

they can. Todo this et them spread out, and by means of perienced operative who controls the rolling machine, the
the establishment of new branches bring in a higher percent-  services of half a dozea skilled mechanics arc required, each ot
age un their capital whom adds his sharc to the completed production.

Primarily the success of a
paper rests with the artist. He
it is who invents the color
scheme and creates the figure.
Usually the design consists of
the tendrils and blossoms of
Howers, strangcely and curious-
1y interwoven.

\When a design is acceptedit
is handed over to the *‘trans-
ferer.” By mcans of oiled trac-
ing paper he outlines the de.
sign on suitable material, This

reproduction is wrapped about
a wooden roller 18 in. in length

and six in. in diaweter, and by
pressure an cxact imprint is Jeft
on its surface.

tagraia Frieze factured by Stauntons Limited, Totwato, The roller is now passed on
N to a trained workman who
HISTORY OF WALL PAPER. follows out the lines of the pattern with brass tape. This be

drives into the wood. leaving a narrow edge raised above its
surface. Each tape isintended to print a definite color, and,
as there is & different roller for each color, great care must be
taken that cach raised outline for one color should be clear of
the corresponding outline for another color. So delicate is
this process that somctimes it requires months to finish a
single roller.

Next the space between the brass outlines is filled with felt,
hardened by a chemical process.  The filling is made cxactly
cven with the top of the brass lines.

The presses are now made ready with the set of roliers
manufactured difers consuderably {ram the rapid manner in - yne has been prepared.  Somctimes as many as 12 colors are
which the beautiful wall papersof to-dav are turned sut. The printed at once. By mecans of dclicate pins the rullers are
pAtterns were fitst vat in relief on wonden hlocks, of which  held in position in such 2 manner that they will strike the
there was ane for each color - The blicks were some 21 in. paper exactiv when required,

LAOST all the enrlicst examples of wall paper in use arc
e be found m Chinn.  In some of the Chinese provinces
wall paper hax been used for several centurics. In

Burope the idea o haviag colored paper hangings for walls

was first taken upn Ungland, Those covenings were made to

imtate ma closcly an possilde the velvet wall hangings of the
great Genoese and Flurentine merchant princes.  They were
introduced inte the homes of wealthy Englishmen, aod the
conventional patteras chosen were rarely altered or changed.

-

The methad by which the paper «f our forefathers was

wide, and consideralde care nas taken that the variousculors Firxt. the paper is coated with a color for & background.

should reguster caactly  The pattern was printed off by hand  This is donie an another press,the paper running rapidly under

~m tinall suare picces ol paper. hrushes which supply the color. The paper is carried on to
M
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