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plenients and grants pronised. Tlie balance in hand in October was onlyabout $2,200; anud in order that on April 1t. there mnay bC a ba'ance sifli-
cient to mneet the expenaes of next summxner's operations, the cont ibutions
to the Central Fund for tlis year will require Io le ait least twenty-five per
cent. iii advance of last year. As it is 110w, mainy of our missionies and
ininisters will not he pail till the contiibutions aie received by the Teae-
urer, Mr. Reid. The Conunittee have resolved not to run the Fund into
debt, believing that however s.ere:y some may suffer fron payents being
delaved, the e% il on tiie viole vill be Ie.ss tlian if their operations should
be emnbarrasseel, and the Fund Iurdcned vith a weiglt (f debt. If, how-
ever, conagregations w io have the oney li ihand, anld wlho can remit
immediatly'V. would do so, î1and if all would send their contributions as soon
as possible, hie dlayav of paymnent te our iniisters and missionaries, who
can ili waint their little aiiowance, neped not he long. It is loped that this
will be dilv considered.

Many congregations have applied to bave their supplenîcats raised to
$600, and sonie Presbyteries have pressed the Committee to do this with
great urgency. In a very few insfanîces tiis lias been done. Tlie Commit-
tee, iowever, thought tihat there were special circumstances which war-
ranted these grant . As a general rule, $500 with a manse has been
regarded as the maximum gnt, or $550 n ithout a maanse. The Committee
would rejoice tu make the salary of all otr mninsters $600 with manse, but
unless the incomc to the Central Fund be ncarly doubled, this cannot be donc.
Ili ordinary casqe 8500 will be granted as a minimum, on the application of
Presbyteries.

IL is manifest, from soein papers received, that Presbyteries do not
always deal suiciently with congregations, with the view of eliciting their
liberality. We have two instances now il which supplements have been
generously returnel or declined whc.n congaegations increased their part of
the stipend, though ii neither case was the iiinister receiving $500 with
manse. Tlie general tendency, however, is to obtain as much as possible
by way of suppleient, and to spare the people. In the judgmîent of the

omnittee, in any of die older settlemients of Ontario, where the rate of
contribution does not cone up to at least 85 per meniber, and $6 per family,
no just claim for supplemenat exists. The people are not do.ing wliat they
can-the Presbytery should take action.

It is expected "that supplemenîts in prosperous congregations will be
graduîally decreasing. Presbyteries have reported flew such cases, but it
should be steadily kept in view, so that as soon as possible the charges
m·ly becomle self-sustaining.

The report last year presented to the Synod showed that many con-
gregations did very little for flic Central Fiund, and some few nothing at
all. If all our congregations this year act liberally, we may hope next year
to nake the minai7mzuma. stipend $600. But if tiere is net a decided in-
orease of contribution, considering the increase both in the number and
amount of supplenients and grants, the Committee, however reluctantly,
will, i April next, be under the necessity of reduciang the present rate of
grant, snall as it is, by ten per cent.

Ili view of the inadequacy of supply, it is hoped that Presbyteries iill
endeavour to give occasioial services i the vacaucies and 3ission Stations
by visits froni the ministers within their bounds ; and it feems il this
respkct only fair tiat the ministers of congregations receiving supplement
should be sent occasionallv on this service.


