
MEDICAL SCIENCE

Apotliccaric<, Company, wvas not only fitted by the
prescribed course andi nature of lus professiotia
eclucation w supersecle the attendaince of a physi.
cian, wlio vouild only be called in consultation in
presuicid cases of grave danger, bt uby act of Par
liament of 1815 as a nielber of this highly fà'\Gred1
institution, alone possesscd tic privillege of a legal
claini t0 reniuneration in tle courts. The lionor-
ariuni of tic physi(cian or pitre surgeon of one or
tvo guineas for consultation ai lus residence, or
three or more for %,isits ai paticnt's residence ac-
cording 10 eminence of consultant, altlîough uni-
versally recognizud andc rarely clisputed, could liot
in tie courts lie collected cincer like circuiîtances.
Ila cases of difficultv or danger iii surgery, calliiîg
for tlîe miajor operations, wvould tlie pure surgton
be called i,) tlîe general practitioner, as a rule,
biîehg not only a licentiate of the Apotiiecaries'
Comipany but also a nîcaîber of the Royal College
of Surgeonîs. A:'t tbis period even i the public
liospitals thie attending surgeons ventured but little
into tîe 'valk of 'Medicine, this beiiîg lefî 10 Ilie
liouse, or attending plîysician. la miodern tinies it
lias been umore wisely consiclered tliat there is su
îîatural and inseparable a conîtection betîveen mcedi-
cie and surgery that perfection can neyer be ob
tained in one, to thi c tLal exclusion of tlîe otlier.

Besides tlie exclusive protection by law of the
tiienibers of the Apotiiecaries' Conmpany, otlier
grievances 'vere proniineiitly brouglit for%îvard in
the niîcdical journals of that day, Londoni Lczncct
ia particular, andi also ai public meetings of nment-
bcrs of Uic profession. One great one, tlie diffi-
culty tlien, and even iiow existing, for nieti whlo
lîad for nîany yecars been iii practice and wvLre de-
sirous of obtainig thie degree of M.])., of doing su
witlîout go hîg ulîrougli a second tiîîîe a long andI
expensive course. At iliat timie neither at Oxford,
Canibridge, îîor St. .Xndreîv's, did sclîools of Mcedi-
cie exisi. 'l'lie deatîs of faculty i Medicine ai
tliese several ulniiversi ti es %vere tlie only representat ives
of niicdicine and surger). To obtain the degree of
Medicine in Ediniburgli, four years' residence and
attention ivas requireti, the uinie spLntt at the
London liospitals and sclîools not beiiîg recognii.ed.
Ini 1832,e ai the University of EdÉinburgh tliere
wvere iii reality oiily tvo professors of great enmi-
acace, nanîely, JDrs. Alison and Traile wliile ia tlie
extrarnural or private sclîools ia that city, vere t0
be found i surgery, Listoni, Synie, John. Lizars,

Ferguson, Robertboin, U-andeysides; and in MçlcIi'
cine and other branches, Mackintoshî, Burns,
Hamilton, Gregory, Knox, Alex. Lizars, Reid,
Kemp, and a numnber of other aien who subse-'*
quenl>' obtftined great ciiîjacace, particularly Sinip
soli, stlbscqucltly Sir James, at t1ait îwe a
gradaing 83 and hni î8.to appointcd to thc

chair of iidwlifery-. Aýbout 1829 or 1830, John
Li,.ais, who %vas cotisidered a miost fearless mati
bold to rashness, and the surgeon of the day, reiied
the operation for renioval of diagnoseci ovarian.
cysts, and by the students of nuy clay hiad acquired
the soubriquet of " Ovarian John." I here sumil-
narîi.e te rebults of the six operations perfornîed
by iaii. In one operation, after opening the ab-
donien, nothin; 'vas discovered but flatus in the
intestines. W'onian died in 48 hours. li another
wonian affecteci witlî curvature of the spine aiîd
lumbar abscess, after laying open thc abdomen,
uterus and ovaries found souind and healty. Womian
escaped Nwiîl lier life. la a îlîird, Mr. Lizar:, took
away a large cyst on left sidc, but a lare one on
opposite side, fromi cxtent of adliesions, wi's left
untouched ; wonian burvived operation, died thirec
)-cars afterwa.-rds. la a fourth case, tumor re-
nioved by separaition of adhcesions. Woiman died
froiîî niortification. Ini a fifth case on opening the
abdomen, th uir'as found to be so large and
conipletcly altached to tlie surroundipg v'iscera
îlîat lie wvas focced to abandon it and stitch up the
abdonien. W'ornan survivcd the operation. Ia a
sixth case, Mr. Lizars cut away a tunior projecting
froni tic fundus of tie utterus. Woman died in a
few days froni inflamimation. Ovaria fouad sound
andc in their proper situation. After this signa!
wvant of success at the hands of tlîe niiost' daslîing
and accoaiplislied surgeon of that day, it wvas littie
wvonder that the operation was 1 jronounced by the
profession generally, as unadvisable. 'More tha'n
twenty years, 1 tlîink, elapsed l)efore Sir Spencer
Wells in Londonî, and Dr. Keith iii Edinburgh,
besides othur mca whose nanies do not for the
moment occur t0 mie, satisfactorily denîonstrated
that it was an error on the part of their predeces:-
sors 10 assume froni tliese failures that it ivas very
difficult, if not sometinies impossible, to teli1
whether there wvas a tumior or not in tlîe abdomien,
or lu- correctly diagnose ils nature, whether one of
the uterus, of tlie ovary, or sorte otlîer organ, oi
whetier conîplicated or uncoinplicated by adliesions..
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