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The author says in the preface that his object in preparing this 'work bas

been "lte provide a students' text-book which should cover the most import-
ant topics includedin the 'vide doniain of hygiene and be useful ini thé labora-
tory aud as a reference book for practitioners and health, eflicers." A review
of bis opinions on- the causation of typhoid fever 'viii therefore be interesting,
both to, nedical student and practitioner. The evidence establishing that
typhoid fever îs a 'vater-borne disease is 'veli put, exaniples being given from
America, viz., the Plymnouth (Pa.) epideniic in 1885 and the epidernic at
Ashland, Wisconsin, in 1893-94. The latter instance is suggestive to
Torontonians, Ashland being situated on an armn of Lake Superior, Chequa-
megon Bay, and the fever which, prevailed there being consîdered as due to
sewap- e pollution of the town water supply. " 1An action at law 'vas brouglit
by the widow of one ef the victinis. Iu evidence it was shown that lie lived
continuously in .Asliland and drank no wat-er other than that supplied by the
water comrany; that previons to his seizure the disease had prevailed in the
city, and that the diseharge from the antecedernt cases' had passed into the
waters of the bay by way of the city sewers. The court found for the plaintiff
in the suni of 35,002"

The author quotes with approval a paraphrase of. a familiar quotation,
"Show me a city's statistics of typhoict fever and I 'viii tell you the character,

of itis water suppiy. " He also exhibits a table taken froxu John 'NV. Hill's
work, "4The Puirification of Public Water Supplies. liew York. 1898."
Rnowing what every citizen of Toronto knows of the sources of our 'water
supply, we are not surprised to 1.2arn that the death-rate of Toronto for typhoid.
fever for 100,000 pc-'ulation is, for the year 1896, 28.5. For purposes of coin-
parison 've append the following death-rate frorn typhoid. fever per 100,000
eoplation.: London, Eng., 14; Brooklyn, N.Y., 15; Buffalo, N.Y., 20.;

The influence of a conimon niunicipal water supply, instead of that derived«
froxa 'veils, in lowerifig the death-rate from typhoid fever is described. At the
saine tîme statistics are given to prove that if a public 'vater supply is "1net
protected from avoidable pollution (town sewage), the typhoid rate in that
town keeps higli." In reference to typhoid fever conveyed by nd]k, it 18 shown
that the Eberth bacilli eau retain their vitality iu niilk aud even in sour mulk.
Yet there is this difference, that in buttermilk there 'vas always a diminution
in the number of the pathogenic organisnhs, and "lthis was the more marked
and. soinetimes very rapid .with increasing teniperstures. 'l

The bug7aboo of typhoid fever frorn sewer air is shown te be fouudationless.
Its transmission by ýdust, is dexuied on the authority of Germano and 13uchner,
though the.bacilli may be introduced inte the systein through contact with the
fingers, food (oysters), or cating utensils.


