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%v'rkilig or- the Medical Act. Thei Commission w'as not long in
reporfing, and in

1882 the Reform Comîaittee expresseci satisfaction ivith flie
t"lrmls of the report, and sent up a deputation to the Lord Pres;i.
dent of tlie Council. It is a mnark of the growviig influenc of the
Association thiat tlîis deputation wvas introduced by -no less a
person than the Duko of Westinnier. During that session a
Bill was prusentedl to the Lords by the Lord President, lut it
ivas lost in the 'Commons froni lack of time.

In 188-4 the Bill Nvas again introd-ceed, w'as aecepted by thxe
Lords, aud matde a Governineut mieasure iu the Comnions; but it -

met witli such strong opposition on the part of bou-setters,
cantc.r-curers, hierbalists, and the like, and froin one or two of the
coâporatins. that it wvas lost, in spite of the evident desire of the
Government to carry it through.

In 1885 a less amibitions ineasure war iutroduced, but a
change of Goverumnent took ploce. and the mieasure wvas aban-
doned.

In 1886 the i\edical IReforîn Committee urgecl the importance
of reformn so firnily on the new Government that a meastare wais
passecl throughi the Lords by the Lord President of the Council
(Earl Spencer), and through the Commons by Sir Lyon Pla-,y-
fair, and became the M\edical Act of 1886. It provided for direct
representation of the profession on the General M,-ed1icat ".ucl
and that a legal qualification to practise shoulci only be obtaiued
b-, those persons w'ho hiaà passed an examination in mnedicine,
surgery and midiriferyv.3

rjhîus, after nine-and-forty years of latbor, the. Association hiad
been successfuh, not to the full extent of its desiv'i1, Uut to a very
lai' ge extent. And it hiad every reason to be proud. You see that
1 have tak-en the trouble to learu ail these details iu order to
narrate to you what you. iuay deem a very tedious story. And
you inay be sure that I did not learn thein easily. And yoriiimay
ask: why I wais at suech pains to mnake myscif mnaster of a story so
fiffl of tedinni. It was on that very accouLnt 1 did it. I would
have every nember of the Association learn tixe story as 1l
have learned it-particularly every youug miember. I would

haeit printeci in large type and set up in every building wbiieh
is dex',-ted to the service of the Association that al men rnay find
iii it an objeet-lesson of ýwhat eau be doue by patience and per-
severa-aee, by determination. and teuacity of purpose.


