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ARI. XXXVL--Fracture of the Crani-
um, with Depression.— Trephining—
Recovery. By Hamnert Hiry, Bytown.
On the afternoon of October 13th, about

2 o’clock, Peter Pinard, aged 8 years,

while playmg ina stable, received a kick

on the forehead from a horse, midway be-

tween the edge of the orbit and the frontal,

protuberance.on the right side. He was
rendéred senseless by the force of the blow,
which’ severe]y cut the mtegumenls, and
indented the hone of the skull. I was call-
ed to hnn, in cansultatwn with the late
Dr Al Beaubxen, at3 o’c]ock, p..m., about
one hour after the accident, and found him
w:lh a gaping, contused wound on the
nvht side of the forehead, of about two
mches in lenrrlln, parallel with the ]onrr
axis of the orbit, the centre of whlch
would correepond wnth the pupil of the eye
on that side. It was evidently the result
of the toe caulk of the horse®s shoe, which
had taken such terrible eﬁect on the os !ron-
fis.  The mterruments were _driven up-
wards, and on mtroducmg the finger into
the wound, at its upper margin, there could
be distinctly felt. the well defined edge of
a part of the fractured fromal bone, for
ghout an mch in- lenath, wlule below it,

the bone seemed shattered and’ forcub!y
driven mto the substance of the brain'to a
dep‘h of near half an mch. ‘Severe as
was the mJury, hut lutle effect seemed to
be produced in companson thh what one
would have exp" '
boy was pe*feclly

T,

the achon of hght, “and
pnlse “about” 72, w:thout any pecuh-
anry in’ it; he was very mtolerant of
pam_, “and’ wnthed sbout very “nuch on

. under the lrephme, I endeavoredito raxse

any exammahon being made of(he wound.
Such was the state of the symptomsJ and
although the physical evidences of bony
depression were too obvrous, yet, as’ zhere
was wanting every mdxcatxon of compres-
sion of the brain, it naturally became 2
question whether it was Justxﬁable to tre-
phine him, or await the issue of snbsequeng
symptoms, = We: decided on the’ ]atter
course, and proceeded to dress the f
lightly ; but, ere half an hour had e!apsed,
the symptoms began to put on 'a more‘
alarming aspect. , The pulse became s]'v’v,‘
and continually mtermxttmg ; ‘an in reag-
ing disposition 10 somnolency mamfe d
ltself during which. state the eyel:de Te:
mained open.)ust enongh o show th
pnls, whrch were now slrormlv contrac ds
but, on rousing him, thh the shghte it
pain Would do, they. became w:dely ai ‘t-
ed, and. so remained when exposed e
light of a candle. ‘ Under these allered
clrcumstances, the operai:on of lrephnnmg
was promptly decided on; the wound wés
therefore enlarged upwards, at nght antrles
to its original direction ; thus makmg it of
a T shape. The reflection of the two ﬁaps
gave ample Toom for the futther steps of '1he‘
operation, which' was accomphshed ‘wiih=
out much dnﬂiculty, except from & some=

what traublesome hamorrhawe from the

removmg the semxclrcular porho of bone

w4y

and wedged as to render nt rmpossx-

ble to stir it 50, reversxng ‘the forceps
with much care, T'1aid hold of the dépres-



