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wba-t miisellnucous. asscinblics may per-lîaps fullyjnlstify. Blt wlîatever nîay lic
the cll'ects of this absence of the prcdoîniniatiug elcîncut of youthftI aîspirants for
lionois in the field of Scientific advcnturc, the nsseîîîbly of su inaly of the inost
distiugîîlislîcdl rcprecntativcs of Aiucrican Scicnti lic Veterauns, was a l)eculiarly
accep)table feature tu thosc who were aliurcd fromn otlier counitries, by the eho
of thcir faine. N~or nii it bic uverlIookcd that ini w iatuver otlîvr respeccts the
popuilar clement îîîay Nvork, it is iîcarccly jpubýiblc fui' a warmcer or muto c husp)ita-
bic wclcoînc tu be olI'crcdl any wlierc, than Llîat w'hiclî tlîc citizutns of Albany, and
flic Officiai rcprcseîîtatxves of the State of New Yurk, tcudeved tu the asscînbled
Oonigrcss of .Aiticric:uî Science, and tu thu %,ititoîs. attractcd l'y the j Istly elarncd
reputationi of its icînbers.

The grcat fc:îtnre of intcrest at tîis ineuting -%vas the inaugîîiration of the
Dundley Astruîîunîical Observatory. Tbis obscîvatury lias licou foinîîded by the
libcra.lity Of SOIIIc CitiffIcîS Of Albany, anutig w mhumJ 2rrs. Dudley, w-btuse nanie it
bears, Iî:s uu ouîly contributcd tipwardsof $25,0OO for the building aud instrumients
but liais.aiiiouicd. fîrtlîcr donation of $50,000 towvards iLs pcîmaîîcat cndow-
ment. 'l'lie Moitu. Edward Ev'cîctt dclivcrcd a splendid orativn on the occasion,
iii tue prcsecc of the Association, the dignitais of tlic State, and the citizens of
Albany, thic vencrable foundli ç., Ibu Jf oùccupyiiîîg tic soit of honour. 'fli oli-
servatory is bililt ili :î sulid aind uîîatb.sive style, and finely situateid on flic bro)v of
a blli; iLs crction 'vas btîperintcnlded by a cominittcc of cininient astronomers, and
the constructlii of the instrîîînients wis cuti tistcd to Dr. GouL.a, w'lio bas acccptcd tho
appointincut of Directur. At a iiîcting- ini Section, Dr. GOvmD decrilied in detal
the iicw instrumnîîts. 'fli nîjuor instruments have, bcn reccivcd, anîd the Obser-
vatory lias bccîî fittcd tip w'itl these aud otiiers lent by PIrof. I3AcîîE froas the
Co:ist Sîîrvcy, but tlic recuption of thc laiger instruments will bc dclaycd for a

few-wcck loner.Tfli Tranisit cii-cle, cuîîîbining in One the Transit telescope and
înceridiaiî circle, Nvas or-dercd front PiSTot atid 'MARTIUS, tlîe ceIebratcd manufac-
turcîs of flevlin, by ihomn tlîe ncw instrument nt Ann Aérlior -nas macle. A
nuinber of impruo'einecuts have bccn introduced in the Albany instruments, Dot
perhaps aIl absolutcly niew, but an eclectie combination of late adaptations with
îîew imaprovememîts. Dr. GouL») Made a1 distinction of modern astronomical in-
,truincuts into two classes, tlic Englisli aud tlîe Gemnian. The English is the
mlassive type; thec Germin, liglit and airy. 'fli Engliistueti til instu

Ment of the cuginer; tlic Germit, tlîe instrument of tlic aî'tibs,. ln ordcring tlic
inîstrumncnts for tlîc Albany Obscrvatory, tlic Ductor lîad ecae- oured to combine
flic two, -iifl, hiowvcr, a prcfcrcnice to the Germnant type. 'fhe circle is tîrc
feci, iii diaîictcr, graduatcd tu interv:ds of tNvu minutes, aud rcad by rîîicromecters
to tentAis uf seconds. Thelic icroscopes are four in auinber, nnd arc not cariled by
nmovcable frnies, but arc inîbcddcd in the pit.rs. Tfli piers thc%-iselves comîpletely
surround the circle so as tu eliminate thc effeet of changes of teinpemature by radi-
ation. Thei tube uf the tulescupe is ciglit fcct in lcngtb, anîd the ubject glass is

eihnhscca prue filass w'as macle liy Chance, of B3irinighanm, and
gronnd by Pizitor hinîscîf. 'fli eye-piecc, in addition to tlîe diaphi-agin, is fur'-
nislicd ivith two micrinîcters, one for vertical, the othier for horizontal motion, thie
use of theîe beitig for flic cireuimpolar str,~.oemotion is too slow for- registration
by thc Chroniogr.tplie method. One priineiîle liasblien adliered to iu tIcw'hole of
the instrumental arrangenîcuts, nainely: tliat every cri-or is capable of lieing de-
termincd la two independent w'ays.


