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interpretation of a systemn with whlich we must desire to bc acquainted.
'We only strongly recommend, to the student a careful comparison of
the opinions and statements of Professor Greene, withi what hie ivil
find in the volume of Agassiz, on the Acalephiae. Inu this short notice
of a useful summary -ve caunot diseuss the disputed questions, but
they are of sucli leading importance, as to affect the use of the work
as a text book, ivhere its doctrines are iiot received.

Outlines of Elernentary Botany, as .ntroductory to 'Local Ploras.
By George Bentham, Esq., V.P.L.S. London : Loveli Iteeve.
1861.
We have here a wvork of small size and modest pretensions, but of

the highest mnrt. It proceeds from one of the flrst botanists of our
age-one who mnost eminently unites with great opportunities and a
carcful observation of facts, souud judgment aud. logical habits of
mind. *We have here in the comp ass of five and forty pages, the sub-
stance of volumes, and the means, with careful study and reflection, of
laying a gootl foundation for the highiest botanical acquirements. So
clear and accurate is our author's language, that lie seems independent
of pictorial illustrations, and muchi as these scem sometimes to assist
beginners, they are so apt to be nmisused for saving labour which. ought
to bc goue tlirougÎh, that if they were coniined to the lecture-roomn of
the teachier, the loss to science would not be great. So very rnuch do
we admire Mr. l3entham's wvork, that we reluctantly notiee fanîts,
thoughi of secondary importance, and detracting little ir m the general
menit. At p. 18, ¶q 100, hie says : c' The Corolla is said to be Mono-

.petalous wlien the petals are uniteci, cither entirely or nt the base only,
înto a cup, tube, or ring.; polypetalous whiere thicy are ail free from.
the base. These expressions, establishied by a long usage, are not
strictly correct, for 2io2topetalous (conisisting of a single petal,) shjonld
apply rather to a corolla really reduced to a single petal, whichi would
then be on one side of the axi;ad polypetalous is soinetiines used
more appropniately for a corolla witi an indefinite number of petals.
Some muodern botanists have, therefore, proposed tlie terni gaiopeta-
lous for the coroila with united petals, and diaiypetalois-for thiat with
free petals; but the old establishced expressions are stili Iiost generally

We apprehiend it to be a proper aim of wvrîters like Mr. B3enthamn,


