
Propriety of Speech.

our natural love, whereas action is
thle criterion of spiritual aflèection-
If ye love me, keep mny command-

inents." But thouglh we needed not
this criterion to satisfy ourselves, it
fîîrnishes proof to othiers, and thus
redounds to the advantage of miany.
It ivas of one of those MNacedloniani
churches Faut writes-" And the
elharity of every one of you ail toward
echd other aboundeth ; s0 that we
ourselvesg-lory in you iii the churehles
of God."

Afourth consideration is, the grate-
ful praise which would he on this
account rendered unto God: "leing 1
enriched in ail boitntifiidness %vichl
causeth throughi us tlianksgilvino' to
God." Under iat lasting o)bla
tions of gratitude is every nman laidl
who lias tasted that the Lord is
gracious. And wvho of' the Saints
lias not felt the lively, the lovely, the
natural ernotion of gratitude wvarni
bis heart. How oft lias it found
utterance in expression somnewhat as
follo%%s :-"' Bless the Lord, ail his
%vorks in ail] places of' his dominiion ;
bless the Lord, O my soul." Now
liberality is not oniy a legitimate ex-
p)ression of gratitude, but serves to
call forth the praises of others. In-
deed Paul seemis to consider that
gratitude somneth i ng suispicions,%wihel
exhausts itself ii the 41 fruit of our lips,
giving thanks to his narne," for he
ernphatic.ally adds-"4 But to do good
aifd to commurîicate forgret not, for
with such sacrifices God is well
pleased." Heb. xiii. 16. Two things
superinduce this note of grateful praise
froin others :the necessities whichi it
relieves, an<l the proof of professed
subjection to the Gospel whichi it
affiords, 2 Cor. ix. 12-13. "lFor the
adininistration of this service not only
sup1 lieth the want of the Saints, but
is abundarit also by inany thanksgiv-
inigs with (od. While by the ex-
lierience of tlîis rninistra:ion they
«lorify God for your professvd sub-
.Iectmnn unto theý Gospel of' Christ."

Nor is praise ail that such, Iiberality
pruduces ; it gives ardour to brotherly
love, and importunity and earnestness
to prayer: Il And by thein prayer
l'or you, w~hiclî long atter vou for the
excccding -race of God in you."

A »Mi/ consideration Ni hielh Paul
uses to 'oî liberality, is the ex-
ample of otiiers. Il And vour zeal
l1&tl provoked very tnany." But iny
paper wilI not allow nie to enflarge ;
andi therefore 1 nmust conchnde by
noticing a sixtki argninient,-The ex-
ample of Chribt "For von kno'v the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
thoughi lie Nwas rich, yet f'or your
sakes lie becaine poor, that ye throughi
bis povertv rnighit be rich." Dear
brother, let us only nmuse with suffi-
cient frequncncy on this example of
beneficence, and our liearts must be-
corne kind, self-denyin)g liberal.
There is something so stitpendous iii
tliis act of divine liberality, that one
feels great difficultv iii spea/iing about
it. "Corne then, expressive silence,
muse his praise." And 0, niy soul,
imitate, at however humble distance,
this glarious example of divine bene-
volence. Your's truly,

GAMMA.
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There is a solcmn passage in the
volume of insp)iration, IlBy tlîy words
thou shait be justified, and by thy
words thou slîalt be conidemuied."
This would certainly imiply tlîat the
lang.uage liabitually indulged will
hiave a material influence upon our
eternal destiny; yet few are suffi-
ciently attentive to thieir habits of
discourse. ht cannot, indeed, be
expected, the mîen of the world wili
conversé on any othier subject than
those iii which thcv take supreme
delight, for Il out of' the abundance
Of' the heart the ionth speakethi."
And as the ~voctrain of their
thoniglts is occlipied and cngrossed
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