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ing, the readingr of the Sacred Canon, and the remaining cigliteen or
twenty faced the west At prayer ail faced the west. The conical
caps, the turbans, the absence of queues, the foreign tongue ail
remnind one of a foreign ]and. The o nly thingr to bring your
mmid back to Ch-na was the universal use of fans by the wvor-
shippers. Thicir shoes were left at the edge of the mattirgnot at
the door. In one Mosque the floor is ai plank ; in this there is
a %vide border of brick. As shoes are to be removed onfy at this
mnatting I did not necd to remove mine. In the midlst of the
worshippers %vas a iow table, on whici was a pewter pot contain-
ing-, as I afterwards learned, sandalwood. But wlhether this lias
any icligious use or not 1 cannot tel]. Shoïtly after my arriv.,ai,
this ivas removed and the reading of the Koran wcnt on. I
probably -undeistood as muchi of it as the worshippers. The
reading was flot donc from a pulpit, but by one of the lay hclp-
Crs as ha set on the mat. During the reading of the Koran,
individuals wouid go aside- to a flight ofsteps Ieading to the ""Gate
of Heaven" and pray silently. Whicn the readincr %vas over, the
priest arose and gave a short exhortation in Chinese, the only
Chinese part of the îvhole servicc. This -%vas chiefly te enlighbten
me. He eloquentiy set forth the fact that they worshipped the
only truc God, ini ternis wvhicli wvc quite like the opening part of
our Christian Catechisnis. M-ýuhiar-nto, as hc calied hlm, %vas
their HoIy M-an. Whcn thc sermon was ovcr, the faithfi.L res-
ponded witli an Arabie, %'So mote it b," and the prayers towards
Mefqcca began. One turbaricd officiai went out and stood on tsic
edg.: of the front pavemcnt of the porchi and opcncd ivith a plain-
tive recitative. Ail the praycrs rcniiiidcd mc of the beautiful
chant with wvhichi Hiýghland prccentors arc stil 'vont to <'iin&'
the Plsalms. Totwa-.ds thecend of bis ppart lie deiiberatciy turned
bis licad àighit and icft in succession and thecn 'vent within. Why
lie went out there 1 did flot know. He thus faccd the £niperor"s
Tabiet, as it iooked outwvards, but it is hardly likeiy thiat any
wor-ship or that 'vas intcndcd. The congrcgation took littie
audible part in the praýyers. At frequent interv-als thcy boiwed
their iîeads, thcn their wholc bodies, then, linceling, touchcd the
floo>r 'vitlî their forchicads ; again, standing crect -withi fingers out-
storetchced, and thumbs on lobes of cars, then bauds on the stoni-
ach, then on the knecs, thecn morc prostrattions. Towvards thienid-
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