1892.]) THE PLACE OF SCHOOLS IN MISSION WORK. 1)

although few of them teach denominational tenets, may be takon us 4 pen-
son with tenfold force why Christian schools should be maintainel i
heathen lauds for the education of those who are accounted Christiung nipl
for the possible conversion of those who are not.

Take that old familiar story of the father whose son had acquiyml thy
habit of reading only trashy novels. The father sent the son ta fill up a
new, clean basket with dirty refuse, and then told him to putin g lug of
nice clean apples. ** But the basket is full,” said the son ; ** gl evep
if it were emptied, it is so dirty that it will speil the apples.’””  Nothing
but the grace and power of God can cver empty and cleause ah all n
ueathen ¢ basket 37 but how much better if it bad never been pennitiad
tv become so foul ! A skilful gardener can do much to improve the aji=
pearance and the froit-bearing qualitics of an old tree; but when hs
wishes to secure a perfect tree he begins with a young one, A general
must fight with his enemy, no matter how well intrenched he may he when
ne finds him ; but that general would be called a foul who, having a fuir
chance to attack his enemy in the open, should deliberately wait fop lim ty
become intrenched and to get his big guns in position before communeing
his attack. 'We must preach to those of full age when we can and whera
we can ; but it is diflicult almost to impossibility to get any numbep of
adults together where such an influence can be exerted over them #s is
possible to the Christian school-teacher, who, while teaching the A, R, (¥'s,
and 1, 2, 3’s, can at the same time, better than at any other time, imlmn. 4
kuowledge of the true God, of Iis Word, and of His Son, to minls nut
already hardened m sin and full of Satan’s deceits.

But some may ask whether we cannot accomplish the same end with=
out the expense and work of maintaining schools.  No, we camot, Tha
children cannot be got togetier every day for Bible stady alone, am} if nng,
it into week-aay schools, the children of heathen parents cannut he got,
to any great extent, to attend Sunday-schoo's ; and even if they conld i
ot 1o attend the latter, it is still impossible to do in one day all that might
be done in seven.  The measure of snccess in this work will depend i
the conseeration of the missionary and the native helpers, and the ul-ility
of each to combine religious truth with secular knowledge. Then, tom,
to sume the results are immediately apparent in the conversion of pupils,
while to others the results are not scen until years later, when some othup
missionary or native preacher may reap a harvest from the soil praimraul
by an equally faithful Christian whose gift of service lzy only in sohoul
teaching,.
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More than ten thousand portions of the Seriptures were snld during
the past vear in Siam.  Type in the Laos characters was east in 1800, mul
will soon be in use. The Siamo-Laos edition of Matthew is in use iu th
internm,



