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ing thocir arts to the vulgar mind. Nothingy is
so higli tixat thcy will not aspire to it; thcre is
no degradation to wvhich they vili flot stoop.-
They are ail things to ail mon, if by any mnuts
they nmay destroy some. Whore they fait, they
cianioxir With a ser.se of injury; but, xvhcere they
succeed, the systeni they forai lies lilce an incui-
bus on the breast of prostrate nature, or prays,
liko the ecgle of Aromoethous, on the vituls or
lier, peace. l

A giance at the nations ixow subject to the
Romian yoke, prove what I have said. For
where shat ive seek the protectors of our mno5t
uxinatural slave trade, but in Portugal 1 A pa-
pal state! Civil war lias no ex.istenice nowv so
barbarousiy brutal, as in the provinces of Spain.
FVrance huad no obstacles to hier liberties, so fa-

ta], as the Romnan pricsthood. lui Italy aiouie,
has vice cornbined %vitx egance and 1lrcacixery,
in lier most li;teftil l'ormis. Irehuuid lis no ca-
lamnity equal to that o)f lier sensual hiabits, and
hier suibjection to this creed(. The Canadas are
xvruir wxitli its torinents. 'fie Southern Aine-
ri.can lies beneath its pox'er like a pnaralvzcdl
giant possessed of' ail wcazitli, but bereft of amit
energy, bocatuse, througli tho nalignity oftis
domnination, berert of' the word or Gjd. It ap-
pears in every nation, %vearing the fleatuires of'
the miaster sin; it is steadfast in its purpose,
anid sinip!e in its aimn; as if witli a dreadid for-
titudfe, dexermnined to exhalist the forhearance
of heaven, and complote the catastrophe or
îxan.-G'. S&ovc!.

'171E APOSTLES, LEARNED AIND WELL QUALMFED MNSES

It is exceedin)gly common to Ixoar the asser-
tion that Our Lord's disciples, oven after they
had ontered on the functions o? thoir 'sacrcd
office, wore ignorant and unleained; and it has
been Éo often and so long repoated that it has
dome, lut'lengrth to bo look-ed upon as a fact.
that camînot be disputed. It may be worth
vhie, however, to examine the matter a little,

and see if the contrary does not appear to be
the fact; especially as tho assertion bas been
fiequontly made of late, since stops have ben
tilen to ostablisx a University in tho Province
for tfxo education »of youtx, and paxticularly of
candi dates for the -holy minisiry.

The assertion has been made chiefly by two
classes of persons-those ivho have dcfended
the divine origin of chnristianity, and thxose %vho
are accustomned to, dospiseoery thing like cdu-
cation in the niinisters of the gospel. The
first of these have been induced to urge !lhe
want of learning in the aposties by way of
strengthening- the argument tîxat tue Divine
blossing' on? the labours of the flrst ministers of
the gospel ims diàplayed in? the astoffishingly rapid
sproad ô? -Cr %ta vt as an ovideaco of its
Hoavoaly origin. Now in endcavouring to
shovi that the apostles had al the qualifications
ofvell accornplishodm*rinistcrs of the gospel, 1
xaay bo permitted to say, at the commence-
mnent, that I have no wislf whatever tô sýubtract,
inx the sliùhtest degree, fromn the 'force of the
argumhent for the divine, onigin Of' Christianity

drawn froni its rapid spread; sinco it must ha
very evidenit th«t tluefect-s producod by the
aposties' preaching -eere such ns coutl neyer
have been brouglit about by more huinan agrency
alone, xvhothor iearnod or unioarned. The other
class of persoxis wvho have been fortvard to
proclaini the apostios as illiterate, are those wivîo
despise or affe~ct to despise learning as a quali-
fication for tlxeministry. Thoy are chiefiy por-
sons wvlo are troubled witx an itch for speak-
ing; and bcingy desirous of appearingr as preach-
ers xvithotxt any lengrthonod or laborious propa-
rations, they are ready to excuse thoir owxx
ignorance anxd want of iearningr by first assortîngr
that the apostios were illiterato, and thon
pleading tîxis as a warrant for tlxemselves
preaching withouit any of the usual. qualifica-
Lions.

In spoaking of tihe apostios as ignorant and
unloarneid, I think a sufficient lino of distinîction
lias flot boon draxvn betwccn wvlat thoy worc,
previons to, the-r cali to the apostleship, and what
they wero aftcr it. That thoy lxad been, once
igrnorant ana unloarnod is equahly truc of thoe
as it is of the most loarnod men tho worid ovor
saw; but that thoy wvere so Mhen they came to
exorcise the functions of the rmnisterial office
is flot consistent with the factso? the case.

In ordor that.our studentg for the ministry
znay bo rible to rèrid and undorstand the scrip-
turcs ini the Iringuagos in Nvhich they 'wvere ori-
gïnally w»nrieu, a considerable portion oftor


