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lishment of the Gospel in the vast and jnteresting
regions which are the subject of its operations. Muy
the Divine Master whom we serve, without whose
blessing all human effuits are vain, afford you the
unspeakable satisfaction of seeing your lahours of
Tove crowned with yet more abtindant success! May
He employ you still more extensnely‘as an hounou -
ed instrument for dispelling the delusions of heatlien-
jsm, and for bringing the many millions of idolaters
under British sway, into the light and hberl) of our
most holy faith! and may the spiritual benefits you
are the means of bestowing, be reflected back upon
your own soul! )

Da. Durr then rose and said—In all human pro-
bability this may be the last vccasion I will ever be
allowed to address this House, and Ieannot do so,
without a certain painful {monon but stil I feel the
influence given by that beawtiful phrase, “Trustin
the Lord, forever trust, and: place your strength i in
the Lord Jchovah.”  And my confidence is awaken-
ed by the full assurance that Jehovah is present’ with
this House. There was a time, indeed, when even
in this House it was necessary for ane to betake him-
self1o the Bible to prove that it was the duty of ‘the
Christian Chureh to engage in missions, We have,
1 dare say, all heaid the stury of the venerable Er-
skine having once scaid, * Rax me the Bnblc,” when
he was to prove that l!m House should engage in
missions. Blessed be God hat day has gone by, and
if there.was any prayer that I had more than anoiher,
it would be that it should be buried so deep in obli-
vion, that there should be no room on the tablet of

\
THE CHURCIL OP QCOTLAND,

the superstition of the Asiatic nations js encouraged
by the Government that sways o'er our mighty eme
pite. Ithen gave sume proofs. I adverted totwenty
schaols founded o the sysiem of excluding all rehi-
~ivus educativn ; and un that accasion I also endea-
voured 10 1 reaem how the Libraries that had been
founded wére supplied with buoks quite anii-
Christiap, and whe meadns of sysiematic infidedity
thus thrown in the way of the natives. The
friends of the Church devised an excellent scheme—
they sent out kirge nuinbers of Chrisiian pubhcauons
and wished them to stand side by side with the vol-
umes of iIume, Gibbon, and others, so that the Go.
vernient might not be said to be exercising a system
of favouritism  Now Iithink that was a fair scheie,
'and ought to have been acquiesced in instead of re.
jected by the Guvesnment composed of men so libe.
ral as they assume themselves to be.  But liberality
now-a-days means something different from the for-
mer aud true signification of the word. As faras}
can sce, those who c¢all themselves liberal simply
udopt vne side of a question, and determine all else to
be illiberal. Is there not something awfully revolt
g in the very announcement that a Christian Go.
vernment furms inotitations for instruction which
exclude entirely the Clristian religion.  Butit shows
the neeessity for the friends of the Chureh being up
and duing, “and not irusting to men, but looking
Jelivvah for strength, 'I‘hc idea of a Government
enlightening the pecple simply by secular instruction
is vy dangerous, it Is like the gloom of night
maniling over a stagnamt marsh. But if the sun

history for its epitaph. This House, fifiecen years
ago, resolved in its corporate capacity lo comie tur-
ward and acknowledge, by its testineny, the obliga”
tion to come forth and engage in the mighty causc of
miissions. It was the first Nationa! Church whichin
3is national capacity did <o; nld since that time,
notwithstanding all the b'ee-rgs that our Saviour
bas conferred on our labaurs, 1! ¢ Clureh ouglt to
semember that she was still but to begin. Many
have endeavored to lull us into sleep by their syren
80ongs of success; but in the midst of this fatal sium-
ber, the truth is that we have <carcely begnn.  What
is the state of the world at this moment? Frem a
caleulation made by an intelligent old missionary, it
basbeen ascertained, that if the Guspel was to pro-
gress at the rate of the last thirty yeuss, it would take
20,000 years bafore the world could bz nominally
Christianised. That is enough o humble us all,
Now, it is marvellous that we should be living in
that state of things in the nizelcenth cenury, since
the Lord issucd the great command sppointing his
aposiles 1o go forth 1o all nativns, It does secm
strange, that at this particular year, day, and hour of
the nigeteenth century, the cry should aseend, that
the world is still under the dominion of apostacy—it
is enough to rouse us 10 exesiicn. It bucomnes this
House and this Christian assembly to consider what
way yet be done in crder that the Gospel may be
more widely extended. Two yecars ago it was my
privilege to anzounce in this House that ia the East

arises and dispels the gloom of might wall it not ais
pel the vapours T Nu, it will reveal them, and render
thetn tenfold more noxivus.  Sv is the hold that s
auti-Chrisuan sy siem of educativn takes of an igno-
rant mind—it cxcludes the wholesome, purifying i
fluence of' religion, and renders the intetleet one mo
ral quagiire.  We have heard of the noble poet who
deseribed hinself as in the auitude of standing ona
bridge vith a palace and a prisen on each hand; bnt
the s, ectacle here is more horrible to contemptate,
for the palace of an infidel is not only clore by, but
actually surmounting the prison—the charnel-house
of immorality. L'k Rev. Doctor here mentioned 2a
instance of A young Hindoo, who was pronounccda
phenomenon of intellectualiam, having been admitted
by baprism into the Church, ealmly braving the deri-
sion and il wreatment of his friends.  Now, let one
and another such be added to the number, and whe
can charge us any longer with sowing plentifully and
reaping sparingly.  Letthem be added until by sep-
rting themselves from the surrounding masses the
same gradually begin to crumble away; the collect
ive mind would no longer exist after it was faurly set
loose; and as casy might they anempt to recall one
of those icy fraginents which crown the Alpine range.
after iis adhicsion gives way before the genial heatof
summer, and dashes and thunders with resistless
force down to the level plain, as attempt to recall
diose who all off from the nass of superstition be

fore ibe pure light of Christianity. The Rev. Do




