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‘souls of men. And in reference to those foreign and
distant colonics, where, 1 many instances, we have
been called, in the purpose and providence of God, to
enter into your labours,® we deem it of the uttnost con-
.sequence that there should exist between us a goud
understanding and happy agreemeni, the fullest sym-
pathy inall good things, sentiments, u fiae, of the ful-
lest mutual confidence. Movedby such considerations,
as well as by a just and strong regard forthe universal
communion of the budy of Christ, we have resolved
to address to you thisieiter, {or the purpose of open-
-ing up a friendly, pious, and bi otherly communication
between us; and our hearts desire and prayer is, that
grace, mercy, and peace, fiom God ibe Father, and
from our Lord Jesus Christ, may be with you.

‘We most zladly extend to you the right hand of fel-
Jowsbip as to a Charch huldng in 1s siandaids a fonm
of suund words, adimrably agreeing wal our own, it
respeci of docirine, disaaplie, worsing, and govern.
ment. We hold it 10 brindispensibly nccessay, ttue
would secure the favar aid blessing ot sne Great Hoae |
of the Cuurch on our measures and our councs, tha
we winess a goud confessiun beture afl nangaihiat we
maintain pure and uncomprounsed the truth as i s
Jesus; that we conunue sicadtastly and ey m all
things that are lad déwn 10 s 1atallible woid, tor
the regulation of all vuraffurs inlite.  Arilesame
time, we arc ot less thuroughly per.uaded, that the
soundness of our fauh, however accurately set tonh
inour public confessions, will i iself be of luile avail,
unless all our pastors and teachers mdividually adopt
both its letter and its s sping, and live and act always
under its divine influetice.  The doctrine of the Gos-
pel—the supreme diviniy of our Lurd and Savieur
Jesus Christ—his existence {rom all etemivy as the
Son of God—his manifestation and advent i the flesh
~=the pure, sinless, and immaculate holiness of his
human nature, in and {tom his very birth=his perfect
obedience and fulfilment of the law in the room of
sinners—his dcanh; as a propitiaticn lor the sins of
the world—his minisiry and inicreession, asour High
Priest in the Heavens—and his secoud: coming -in
great glory 1o judge the world j-=the grace of Gud the
Father, alingether free and sovereiy n—clcumg, inhis
meregood pleasure, fiom all eternity, unto everlasiing
life, such asshall be saved—and accordingto his good
pleasure also, whrn and how it scemeth gocd nuto him,
callmgxhem,;usul}m" them, g!onr)m" themy ;—the
work ofthe Holy Ghuost, the t!urc. person in the ever-
blessed Trinity—convircing those clected by the Fa-
ther, of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement—con-
verting, rcncwmg. sanciity g them;—the original
guilt and catite depravity ol man's nature since the
fall of Adam ;—the cxcecling sintuluess of sinin the
sight of God ;~tie way of sinners finding accepiance
with the most rightcous God, noi by any works oftheir
own, hut solel, by His Irce gratuitous merey, throagh
the rightcousuess of Chisist, smpuied 10 them and re-
ceived by (aith alonc ;—the necessuty of Tegeneration,
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and the obligation upon all to follow holiness, even
as Gud s holy.  T'as glonous and gracious doctrine
we hold it by no means enough tha, any Church has
recuginzed and professed 10 ns public stendards : what
we ever demre and seek is, that every oneof its min-
itess, idividually shall recesve it tor humself, with
bt whole heart and mind, cherish and embrace it as
vite who believes, and therefore speaks.  Ourconstaft
prayer, therefore, atthe throne of God, for you, for
ounselves, forall the churches, is that every leaven
of mfidelity and unsoundness may be purged away;
ihat whaisoever is dark may be enlightened, and what-
svever is dead or dying may be revived ; and that
ihe ancient 2nd unsullied purity of the Reformeéd faith
may more aud morceverywhere prevail.

1We maintain it tobea most sacred dmy of all rulers
as mikisers of Gud for good, to respect and recog-
1a4z¢, ty all aticir wes and councils, the Lord Jesus
Catiny by whon Giigs retgn aund princees decree jus-

Ve and 10 meae 1ot sion tor supplyiag the exer-
il sicabis ot grace w wlline .eo;xle utder their rule
and swdocny.  Atd we consider thiat the Church of
Curst is bound, witkow seeritice of its own mdepcn-
uem 1igh s sud Libenies, o aceeps of whatever covn-
wuanee and support the Siate may give; and'to em-
pluy ot cumscientivtsly ihe imcreased ficilities thus
altvsded, tor the temporad and eternsl benefit of the
commupity.  But wlale we thus cadeavour. always
sirenuously o tevify that allegiance and cbedience
are-due tu Chiisy, on the part of all states, aud that
every body politic,as well as every individual man,
is bound to be on his side, to honour his nume and
advance his cause; on thie other hand, we feel per-
suaded that we ore commanded and requued by the
sine autioriiy, to protest with all constancy and per-
severauee, and fo cuntend. against any usurpation,
whether by aivil or by ceclesiestical power, of autho-
fity over the conscitnees of men. When any state
¢l receives into unjon with tself any branch of the true
Chnrel of Christ, and bestows upon it protection’ aud
assistanee, v.¢ aze so fag from regarding (hat compact
as kikely to diminish ar end..ngcr the hbenyorlhose
who difler from it, that we consider such an alliance,
if i. be based ou righe principles, 10 be the very best
sceurisy of that liberty ; inasmuch as by it, the rights
of cunsticnce are most surely and eflucivally presers
vedto all, when toall the equal privilege is left of
worshipping God afier their own fashion, each under
his own vine and his own fig-tree. We ptolest,
therefore, most solemnly, as our fathers often at the
uimost hazard of their lives protested, againgt intole-
rance and persecution of every kind on account of re-
ligion—against all proceedings and plans, whose ob-
jeet is to irapose restrainty, or pains, or penalties, on
men, for coascience sake. or in-any other, way, to
coeree or constrain theit sentiments concerning. the
quth ofGed. Aud deepindeed would be out regret,
wwe were compelled to belicve that apy- Cbutrh.ot
Cliriat, in these our days, «pccxally one wh:ch once.
itself contended nobly againstihe cruelty of tbose who

sought 10 vex the- Church of God, by the yoke'of ‘an



