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mind with 'a vain and grouindless confidence that
-bc bas reason ta behievo himsclf a special favorite
:of Goa. lu the impenîtent, it ts often the source
of4that persua(zion by wlsich he is brouglit at last to
look upon his sins witlîout shame, and by which
his heart is etecied against every impression of fuar,
-till hie can outface the aversion and scorn of men,
and perpetrateaniquity before thiceye of God with
,heroc confidence and couragre. Ilis self-estuem
gives himn the delusive ide& of exemption fromn
the strictncssof God'ts law. IHe secs net theflamo
in the oye of bis Maker, and cannot suffer hiinself
tebelieve that it will cver strike Iîim; with tcrror.
In the believer, it is an eleniont of character that
Je inflnitely dangrous-it enables Iimi to construct
a moralîty of lits owvn. It can oîily be neutralized
and kept in chains front the work of sin, by an cx-
traordinary portion of divine grace. A depravcdl

*self-etiteem in cembination witli a powerful imagi-
nation, ie the infaflîble precursor of an insane fa-
inatîcism. It dimmnishes the distance bctwecn God
and the sinner, and couverts the devout and revu-
rent communion of the seul with its Creator, inte a
familiar companionship-mnto the easy terme of a
profane iutimacy, while it makes its pessosser the
subject ef its imposture. Whiat a cunning, wvlat; a
dangreraus passion is an exorbitant self-estecm,
united wiitli a livcly imagination of the mysterieus
truths of aur hoiy faitlî, wvlien finding ne food te
satisfy the largencas ef its appetito in the ordinary
path of good and hîappy moi,, it bctnkces itself ra-
pacieusly te the pastutres of the boulclss fields ef
lîeavcîî. It cai,roel there in ait iînmensity of
transports, and se sighits %vhîciio e yecvcr taw,
and reccive gifts, us At suppobes, thiat put te biaie
the whole wvorlù of living mcmi, aîîd by special, in-
spiration, becomes, ne doubt, thc sole depositury
of the secrets ef God on ourti. Its proerty as te
subdue ail tlings e tcief. It assumes thie patron-
age ef consenmce by an' easy assault and mnakes
that vcry fiailli, whicit is thc holy instrument of a
sinner's soluation, the nhcans of miniistering te its
appetite for ideal transporLa. Let a youing mnrn in
whose cliaracter au ov.ergreivni self-cstccm existe in
combinotion wîtm an ardent imagination, carry thc
imnabated magnuitude of the passion inta tine new
field that bas been opened up to lîm-into the glo-
rions and unfatiiemable mysteries of religion.-
Ilîtherto, frein the day et his bâirtî, bis intercotîrse
with his feliow-creaturcs ha dirccdly controied
the passion which lurlied amîd. ruled in ii iii. No
one aliowed the dlaim, of wlîiciî it ivas oarîîestly
intent upan procuring the admission. Tiiere Ivas
an immense discrepancy betwcen the respect whvlîi
wau sauglmt for anmd arrogated, and the grounds up-
on wliich it was deznandcd. ice ashked it, because

lie passionateiy desired it; but ne one, save himeclt,
cauld sec a suificient reason for su great a demand.
The passion, therefore, in tiiis bis prier interceurse
witit the world was beaten back, cenîfronted ýand
forccd te bo nîodérnte. But thercafter, wvhen the
wbolo radiance cf religieus truth begins oe duwn
upon Ilim, the lient-up passion rejoices in the thingo
of heaven and etcrnity, as ail ils awn. What ha
been denied te mon, (were truth iLs utterance it
would say) will be grantcdl te me by Goa. It proudiy
cemnaits itseif, therefore, lipon the mysteriest of
eternity-and front theo vcry devotedness cf its zeal,
it dorives an argument by %viîich it flattere itscif
inte the belief ot an altogether cxtraordinary and
pcculimr intercourse witm Goa. The royal and
open high-wvay by wiîich otiior men slowly travel
in tic jeurncy te heaven, by the arduous duties of
their calling, and with faiLla somtiies bright and
sometimcs dima, is no road fer a spirit of this sort
in which te exercitio tino part ef a piigrim. Ife
saurs aioft-thc bigla his are ne impedirnont, lais
sîns are ne burden, and what arc temptations to
others te tarry by the way-side, lie cou surpass nt
a heunta, and nover reste satisfied tili ho 18 constitu-
ted primc minit;ter in the religieus afl'airs of an ne-
eurscd world, and sent, as a matter of course,
the only uccrcdited ambassador te men froim the
court and sanetuary of beaven. The message
wiîicm lie supposes lîimself ta have becn instru.cted
te convey, fippears geueraiiy te others as riýiLlacr
genuine nor crcilcl, and doubtiess, it scems to
iiiîm a maLter cf great ustonislincîmt flint it is nlot
implicitly rccivcd. Buit tUic cusiseuciiýc ot thiýi
rejt:ction tiy otetcr, dleserves te bu netcd. IL is theo
cuaclusion of the miental and nmeral proe.ess et

wloeand religious idivality-and is in exact ce-
incidece %vita nutuîbcrlcss intarices with, wlîich tli
iîistory of matîiumnd furnishes us ; hoe denounices ta
Ulic Nrata and punishnwent of Goa cvery one Who
refuses te reccive theo nattcr te wivhch lio testifies.
Thec crizais and conclusion ofLj;. pasaionate ima--
nation cf religieus truth termninate in a mnalign
prescription of bis wliole species ta the wvoes ef
cvcrlasting dcath. loai invaluable te sueh a per-
son wvould be a serious and constant inclination et
hie mind te the prccept of the Psalmist, "Stand in
awve and sin net comraune with your oWn hecart up-
on your bced and bc still i" for religion is a still, a
sober, and sulent tiîing, and consista net iii sport-
ings of the fancy nor in whîirlwinds of passion, but
iii a iiow lheurt, a licart cf kinducas, charity, or
"flcsb.*

Agaîn, religion doca net censist in the under-
standing xnorely of thc trutlîs cf divine revolation.
One niay have a large measureocf religieus know-
ie.dgc, a clear xmd accurate undcrstanding of ail its


