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priesta set before themselvee, and almost
any nieaus by which this ascendenoy can bo
wmaiutained are used. The history ofFrance,
for long, has been the attempt on the part
of the Churoli of Romne te control the polit!-
cal deetinies of that country, and she lias
not shrunk froni using intrigue or from.
winking at aine on the part of tlose in higli
places, ini order to gain and wield incres.sed
influence ini the couneils of the Empire.

.When any important eleotion, ie on hand,
aven now, at that point t he well known de-
vices in whicli the Oburoli of Romne je such
an adept, ar-e freely and zealously employed.
The priests care nauglit for the people and
the latter have n.o love for the former. The
roui of the people is sick and weary of trio
husks which are oflered theni for bread.
There is ne word of conifort to cheor thein,
no syznpathy to solace their hearts, no iu-
terest manifested in their salvation. Hew
freely aud lovingly do our ministers visit the
sick, and seek to brigliten their hopes and
ncrease their joys, day al ter day and week

after week, breaking unto theni the true
Bread which. God has given to impart life
te starving seuls. But there, every service
of the prieste, every word of help and con-
solation, thougli of the inost formai kind,
every visit lias te be paid for. The piest
cries ',Givet I ive l'land the famislied soul
dares net refuse. -He -ives, but alas 1 he
gets nothing but huekes ira return. A peas.
at in the South of France on being asked

why lie did not botter cultivate bis little
plot of ground answered: " What's the use
cf it? thre raera I get thre more I amn coni-
pelled te psy to the priest 11" The spiritu-
ai desolation of France is a fact of whicli our
Christian people have noue but the faintest
conception, Rt is awful. Tt is a spiritual
Sahara, and lu no city or country have 1 ever
feit so sad, or seen so much to mourn over,
gs in thre gzay city of Paris, la belle Franice.
1 feel inclined te endorse, as representing
the truth, the verdict of more than oee
Christian Evangelist thea'e, where they cal

'worship of the Churcli of Rouie, a gilded
Payanism. If an old Greok, who bas lain
two thousan d y esrs in bis grave, were Ioe
arise, sudfind hliseif suddenly within the
well-known church of the Madeleine of Paris
he would bave littie, if any, dîfficulty ini sup-
posing hiniseif in a temple of some one of
his niumerous gods.

Iu general, 1 may remark, with regard to
the Frenchi people, barring Protestants and
a few others, that their moral condition is
deplorable.

IGNOnANcE 0F DiviNiE ThiNci3. They have
littie or ne true kinowledge of thre nature
snd chai-acter of God. Tbey employ thre
Plural proneun "lyou"l iu prayer toi God,
ivhen they do pray IIir, whicli is not of-

ton. Ged, so te, speak, is hidden behind a
eloud of thre saints te whom they prsy. if
tliey deaire any bleaeing frein Heaven, e. g.
thre healing of a sick ohlld, it je te the saints
that tliey apply, and any one wlio lias visited
thre "lPantheon"l Churcli i Parie, bas seen
wreatlis hung up by one of tl-e sitars bear-
ing a title aixuilar te the following: IlAsked
of St. Genevieve, 6tli Auguat, 1874, granted
lOtir December, 1874."I As te Christ, tirey
have ne true idea ef bis. atening work, or its
relation te, their seuls. If eue skii thei liow
they expeot to he saved, tlie substance of
tiroir anewer will be, that they confese their
sins te thre priest and go te church, and as
oue poor labourer once added, in reply te my
question: "I1 arn net an infidel Il' They are
ignorant of the nature of sin Tliey seexu
net te understsnd thre guilt of sin. Witli thein
sin is a fault, a sliglit offence, iwhicir
when cenfessed te; thre priest ie ne more te
ho tbougirt o?. Wbat le tlie resuit? Con-
science ie se enfeebled as te hoe almost dead.
Superstition and ignorance o? divine tliings,
eepecially of thre nature of sin, bave muade
thein moral imbeciles. Spesk te theni e?
uiost flagrant offeances againet tire divine
law, they do net realize any guilt, they will
sbrug their shoulders and wvalk .away.
Thie awful sleep ef the conscience lias muade
sîrneet a heathen city of Paris. Lot dwelt
in Sodoni; se, many righteous people dwvell
in Paris, but it le full o? awful wickedness
notwitiretanding. Immorslity and crime
abound. In eue bouse in Paris were te ho
fotund twenty families, of whicli thre parents
of butlou- wero married. There je little know-
ledge o?" the revealed Word o? God, and tire
Sabbatir is observed by but few. Jndeed,
the visiter te Paris could scarcely believe it
wvas tire Sabbath. Labourers wvork as usual,
buying and selliug are everywhere going on,
ail thre means of conveyance are filled, tire
race-courses are frequeiàted by thousauds,
and elections are lield, ail on the Sabbati
day. «I could enlarge, but I refrain. Sucli
le the awful condition of the vastin anjority
of tire Frenchi people to-day. It is a dark-
nees, which, like the darkness of Egypt, ie
"lfeît," and deeply foît sud mourned by thre
Christian workers lu France. It almost
crushes the spirit o? the Evangeliet. It
haunts hlm by niglit aud by day. It is the
burden e? hie prayers and tears tibat France
may ho won back te tire gospel. Like good
old K~nox, wliose bold spirit cried before the
tilrone, "Give me Scotlaud orlIdie 1" Chris-
tisus in France are travailing ini spirit for the
regeneration of that nation.

In my next communication I shail atteznp
an eutllne of wbat le being done te evan

geUe rane. COLBORNE H1ANEY.
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