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Jxsus suid to his diseiples.
vhatlam!

}
Whom do you say
i

# .
Sunon Peter answered and sud : Thou art Christ ?
she Son of the living Gud.

And Jasus answering, smd to him - Blessed arnt "
thou Simon Bac-Jona  becacse lesh and blood hath
not revosled it to theo, butiny father who is in heaven
AND [ say To THEE  THAT Tuuu Anrt Perrr; avn !
YPON THIS ROCK | WILL BUILD MY (CyunrcH, asD THE §}
CATES OF IKLL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINLT IT. i

Annlsnaty give o THEE 1ne Kevs or Tux Kine
poM oF ukaves. And whatsoever thou shait bind
upon earth, it shall be baund also in heaven : and what-

.
suever thou shalt luose on earth shall be loosed also in g

L

** Was anything concealed from Peren, who was
y. styled tho Racx on which the Church was built, whe
, received the Keys of the Kingdom of Haaven, and the
“ puwaor of lonsiug and binding in I¥eaveu and on earth? *
—TerrurLian Prescup xxir.
4 *T'here 18 one God, and ono Chureh, and one Chasr
.+ founded by the voice of the Lurd vrex Peter. ‘Lnat
. any othier Altar be erected, or a now Priesthuod eata-
;; blished, besides that ono Altar, and one Priesthoud,
., ig impossitle. Whosouver gatherselsew here, scattors
i; &Ihalover is devised by human frenzy, in violatioh of
: the Divine Ordinanco, is adulterous, impious, sacrue-
i1 gious ""—3St, Cypaian Kp. 43 ad plobermn.
’!  All of themn remaimng ailent, fur the doctring wos
{1 beyond thu reach of man, Perer the Princo of the
i’ Apostles and the saprome heruld of the Church, not
following lus own inventions, nor persuaded by human
‘ rcasomng, but enhghtened by the Fatber, says 1o

- our superior my desite of goiag to Vienune, 1o

LW xv ; him: Thou art Chnist, and not this alone, but the Son
bunrea. 8. Mattiew xvi. 1510, g * of the living God.—St. Cyril of Jerusal. Cat. xi. 1.
. r——-————— - - I -~ T T T e et - T T e e - - .
VOL. 41, A lll{l;ll«‘;\_'\, SEPTEMBER 9, 1848, NO. 34.
T -f&r&lc_nhar. - pight, under a sefene, tlear. matore autumnal unfrequently,every weok ; hat on this occasion,, eagles, and pelicans of the wildernesa,—Suffire
e e = mer o e —...|8ky, not a cloud was to be seen, the blue vash nutwihsianding 1 got up early and had been so | it, that even in Ij‘”ﬂ“’ where there arg other co-
s.,;;;‘;;m_s.mday-—xul after Pent 11 Sep | of heaver brillizmly adorned with s*:1m, the moun | Littla accostomed to travel on fout, I felt mot|tcmporary b“ﬂd"‘[{‘ of the kind, never 1s mentiog
’ Holy Name of Mary. hslf gone and in the western hemisphere, forming | the least inconvensence from my asthina—always made on any decasion, of this Cathedral, withoat

C 11—Monday—St Nichulas of Toles-
tine C Doub

12—"Tuesday— St Catherine of Sien-
na Virgin Duob.

13—Wednesday—St Paschal {P C

14—Thursday—Exaltation of the
Holy ( ross of cur Lord G Duub,

15—Friday—0Qctave Day of the Na-
tivity Doub com &,

16~Saturday—St Cornelivs P and
Cyptian B M Doub com &ec.

Uorrespondence

e o e

¥iSIT TO THE TOMB OF PONTIUS
PILATE.
{To tho Editurs of the Cruss ]
trentloemen,—

In reading 10 your paver of the 24th of last
Jane, an account of the Consecration of the Ca-
thehe Cathedral =t Agra, Hindostan, East Indes,
I'pesssived among the names of the Res Fathors
assisting On that occasion, once which has brought
to my recollection pleasing reminiscence of davs
and- evonts gone by. When about 1o leave
France in the year 1841,1 one duy expressed to

— i e LT I,

see the tomb of Ponuins Pilate befure 1 should
return to America. He being a good 2ad fae
therly man, aud scarcely ever refusing to grant
me, whom he always calied ** Mou bon Awen-
can,” my 1equest, conscunted, but remarked that
on the 21st of the following month the Conse-
oration of the Bishop of Gap would take place
e Vienne—that I had best postpone my going
ull then, when I could be present at the Canse-
cration of the Bishop and wisit the tomt of
Poatws Pilste an the same day, and that he
would permit five or s1x other young men of out i
society to go with me to bear we company, among ;
whom he would appoint 0ne to be my associate
1 particular, whom he sa1d I would find to be |
both an 1ntelhigent and agreecable guide and cowm- .
paniwog on the road. I felt much dehighted, as;
well 85 very thankful to ous superior for lus;
kind condescension, but vsaited with anxiety for:
the day that should bring us to Vienne, At i
length, howerer, the day arnived, and we were;
all in readiness. It was on Monday wmormng,,
the 21st of September, 1811; we got up, dressed, |
aad togk the road to Vienae, distanice about seven
leagues end a hialf. Weson gut tothe heighis|
of Millanga, a nesghbounng viltage, and 1t beiag |

the wendange (vinlage), we met, a8 we went!
along, groups of men and womnen on ether side !
of the road, some smoking thert pipos, some|
amging their songs champetre, whilst oxhcrs{
mede overy hill and valley tesound with therr,
loud Janghte® and mecument, waring for thel
carts 1o come to tako away their paniers well
Glled with grapes, and to leave the.n cinpty anes.
Whoever has been 10 the grape-growing parts of
Frauee, knows that the veadange 1s 3 seasen of
fecsting and rejoicing, of umversal happiness
and mernmet.  Many persons afflicted with
civers diseascs descend froin the mountains at this
time, offer their services graioitonsly for the grape
gathering, without any other rocompense but the
vpportunuty of filiing theraselves with the fresh
grapes, aud of panaking of the mlarny and re-
so.cangs of the vintage, they return home healed
of whatever discase that had sif.cied them.
Maty of thosc remarkable cures had been related
to myself who was then labouring wnder the
pressere of 3 severe 2sthma. It was 3 beaatifel

jdark as mdaight, the moon husing sunk beneath

lf:um whence we had starsed.  Hero the day be-

an ungle of about 45 dogreel with the horizon, s
gentlo and exhilitating Zephyr sofily nestled aleng
the half-dried foliape of the hedges and the vine
y-£ds a3 1f to whisper to nature that day was
approaching  Abous ihis tune we had fuushed
our prayers, which, an this cccasion, we under-
took to sccite en charmen, and having said the
Chapelet and De Profundss, the subject of meds-
tation for the day, having been proposed, each
commenced s own refloctions.  For my o-vn
part | found subject sufficient fur my weditation
1 the chjeet of our journey. Whither, said 1,
am 1 going? T visit the tomb of Pontius Pilate,
a worm of the earth like myself, ard yer who
had 1 lus power tc crucify or release the Lurd
of heaven and earth. Alas! how comes it to
pass, that the Lord of glory, the Eternal Word
who call: heaven and earth in the twinkling of
an eye out of nuthing, is in the hands af a weak
and vile worm of the earth, with power to judge,
condemn and crueify hun.  Who canenmprehend
or reconcile thase extremes?  Will those who
stumble at the Resl Presence in the Biessed
Bucharist do it 7 Afier thns who will be offen-
ded or discouraged on secing the Church of
Christ beset, pérscculcd, aud suinetunes, to hu-
un appearance, slmost destroyed and over-
thrown by {ts sectarizn eaemies and the great
ones of this world, while we behold Christ its
founder and first principle, whom the Fathers
call the Brightness of Eternal Light, and the
Seriptures the Only Begatien Son of Godp and
the fairest among ihousands, and to whom the’
sublime Isaiah appropriates so many tiles of
power, and might, and glory, now apparently
weak and helpless, without succour or resource,
and abandoned 10 the hands of Pontius Pilate—
a Heathen without the Light of true taith to direct

him, and enable hun to pass a merciful and
righteous judgement.  Who could belicve i, dd,
not the Church and buok of Gud declare it?!
We now began to descend o the deep valley of’
the Garonae, and in about hatf an hour’s walk
saw ourselves at the head of the siream. \We
followed 1ts caurse ull we came to the crossing
place, and some of our party propused to shurten
our oad considerably by cressing the sireum
there , 1t was on a thick tree flaticoed a hitile on
the top, but since wiat 1s called 1o France, garde
dr fou, had fallen away, 1 could aot be prevailed
on tu senture across, therefure we continued our
way alcng the stream, onder the thick shade of
clumps of large oaks ang clms, 1t now bemng as

the highlands of Montery, ull we camo to the
skuts of an exiensive occhard. From thence
we cume on the track of the railroad leading
from Lyvans to St Eticane, thense to Genose, a
town on the bank of the Rhane, about eight anles

gan to dawn,and 1 percerved tho blue smoke
begnning 1o curl up from two ur three of the
chumnies, and met one or 1wo early risers in the
stzects.  The rest of our roadto Vienre Iedalong
the course of the Rhone amidst the most roman-
tic, interesting, and pictoresque scencries, affot-
ding abundant matter for description, bot Ishall
hasten to Vienno 10 sce the objeet of my suxioty
and journey. A circumstance should be remark-
ed here, which had then and has often sinco
astonished myself, to-wit, that though I had then
been for many years afflicted with a distresaing
asthma, unable 1o get out of my bed befure six

o’~lock any moraing, and forced o koep my bed

two or three days vat of every fortaight, apd not’

kept aliead of vur company—and even had fre-
quently to wait for them on the road. W at
leng.h reached St. Collamh, a small town on the
bank of the Rhone nght oppesue Vienoo, whence.
we crossed the Rhone on an iron bridge, which
ushered us into Vienne, the long wished for city,
1t was now about 9 o'clock in the morntng, and
having travelled soven leagucs and a half, we
felt that we would not be the worse of some re-
freshraent, su we aclected a neat httle café not
far from the Cathedcal, which stood un a little
ctneaco above, and took breakfast  About
half past ten o’clock we mounted to the Cathe-
dral, which was now beginning to be densely
crowded with speetators from the adjacens towns
and country places, with x multitude of the Cler-
gy ffo the nerziboring Cantons and Parishes,
with several regiments or detachments of the
army, ingether with a gaod sample of Swisse,
arranged in different directions throughout the
congregared multitude. Many persuns i this
countyy will scarcely understand what Swrsse
means, since 1 have seen nane 1 any Church 1n
America ~xeept in that of New Orleans. 1t be-
came now quite a task to gain awvything lke a
comfortable or advantageous positivn w the buil-
ding, and indced to cnter itat all, when, happly,
a Priest whom I had secn befure at our hwuse,
recognised some of cur party, and ook great
pleasure in exerting his kind endeavours n our
behaif, 1o open ihe way for us through the crowd,
and o lead us ¢p 1o the temporary gallery
crected for the ccrasion around the Church,
and on which he placed us i1n a favorable pusition
o wittess all the ceremany of the Conseeration.
We orerlonked the sanctuary, wiich, though as
spacious as an oirdinary country chapel, was on
this occasion filled to overtlor ng with the most
ancrert and digmfi-d of the Cleray, wah munigy-
pal oficers, and with veteran aud disinguished
anlitary officers in fu!l uniform. As for the
cerenony jteelf I will nat attempt 10 describe it.
Fuffire 1t 1o say, that thore were present thien or
four of the French Prelates, Buong whom 1
rotredd  Archbishop DeBomald, nuw Cardinal
DeBonald, at whose 1nstall won in the Cathedral
of St John in Lyous, I haa becn vresent 2 few
weels before. The ceremony was atientively
re<pinded to thraughout, in such peals from the
wilinry bands as sccmed 10 jar every part and
partele of the nohle and venerable edifice. We
aowpror«sed tn leave the Cathedral, and go in
searh of the tonb of Pontius Pilate. But 1
camut bid adien to this magnificent temple with-
outs few vbservations. [ shall take no notice
of iu vast dimensions, of its great Alar and
spacons sanctaary, of its fluied colamns, of jts
galliries, on the secord of which a full grown
matdwmdles 10 3 pyamy 1n the view of a per-
sonbelow. 1 shall aly 83y that the ancient Ca-
thercl of St. Mauriec is a standing, nvble, and
conincing monument of the piety of ages gone
by.dnd that it loudly proclaims to the world in
mo2 than hnman cloquence, the zcal and perse-
vernce of our predecessors in the faith for the
hordor and glory of Ged and of His iouse, 1
haw not been able to see 10 all France such an
insince of the zeal, patience, and perseverance
of ian 0 do something worthy of his Creator,
as his noble edifico presents. There is not s
stolc, asvwell 33 1 can reeollem, from tho groard

1o hic top of the roof, in the cnd facing the street
~—3 which is also the great door—on which
thee is not scalptured sowme scriptural device

the qualificative venerable. 1t has suffored much,
from the lnfidels in the groat sovolution: yet 1,
nubly p;ociaimn its Catholic ancestry, We now
directed our coatse to the Pillarsaid to have begn
erected over the tomb of Pontius Pilate, and
which stands sulitary and alone in the midst of 2
commons, said to be the site of the ancient ey,
of the Romans, distanced about three quarcers of
a mile below the present city, on the left bask
of the Rhone. The base of the Pillar resty on
four huge columns, abuut twelve or fifieen feat
from the ground. Wheu we approached it 1
perceived a couple of ragged arliss | ankin

beneath it ; Ispoke to thom, bus they ;lnel.lﬁ’"
away withoat making an answer. 1 then com-
menced to examine, with the greateat care, ey
ry part of and about the base of the Pillar, in the
hope of discovering some inscription, iodicating
that the remains of Pontwus Pilate laid there, [
next made several excursions in the vicimity  of
it with the same intention, but had not been able
to discover a tombstone, or munument, or inscrip-
tion, or the least fragment, mdlcaung thas, of,
even that a city had ever stood there at al!, and
having been, in some respeets, disappointed, 1
returned to the Pillar, and fell 1nto the following
train of reflections . Alas! Puntius Pilate, of
you lie under this pide you are low enough, und
suflicient woight hies on yoo. Oh! what haopy
days you havo seeo in Jecusalem. Tn your dey
the Messiah appeared n the Rouyal City—in your
day water was turned into wine 1n or abous Je-
rusalem—in your day the blind saw, the dumb
spohe, the lame walked, the dead even resussi-
tated, the leopers cleansed throvghout Jerusalez,
snd vet you remained a Punuus Pilate, while
even he that lad at the pool with five puches
was healed. In your day the Pojter's Field was
purchased with the price of Jesus—in your do¥
the enmity was slain, and the verl of the temple
rent from top to battom, epening the way for the
human nature to God, and for God into the
world. Andas it 18 wnuen: dmen, omen, 7
suy to you, unless the gran of wheat falhng into
the ground die, 1t remaineth alone ; bt if it die,
bringeth forth much fruit.—So, m your day this
gran of hervenly wheat was braised and buffer-
ed, and died, and bequeathed himself to hus cho-
sea twelvo, 2nd was put 1o the pround ; and in
threo days revived and roso agamn from the dead ;
and in fifty dags produced abundent fruit. But
blessed be God and the Father of all Patornuty,
who gives us both the one and the other, the
wheat to sow our fields, and the heavenly wheat
for the seed and iucrease of our zouls. And
while the multrtudr of the disciples with joy, preised
Goll with a loud voce, for the maghty works they
had seen Jesus perform, and saluted Jesus with
the title of King, saying : Blessed v the King
who comerk in the name of Lord, peace 1 heoren
and glory on kigh, you committed youraelf by
listening to all that was rumoured by others, <
Jesus, throsghout Jerusalem , and cither dis-
credited all or gave yourself cot tie last concoin
to know any of theso things of youreelf  Alas ©

Pontius Pilate, whzt 3 noble cnimisal you have
had in your judgment hall  but how little inge

nius you havo been in your generatien. Not cou-
tent to scourge and crucify Jescs, you mast slso
sct np his accuzation ebors his heud, in Hebrerr,
Greeks and Iatin, that all who passed By, whe-
ther Jew, Greok, or Barbanan, whether Jeasned
or unlearned, might perceive the -gecusation of

rercsenting men aad Jhiogs, lions, lcopards,

Jesus. How complstely you prefmere in vout



