86 THE MINING RECORD.

-_— TmeT—

for it is so satisfactory that it is suggested the pur-
chasing company is adopting a liberal policy towards
niine owners with a view to stimulating the production
oi ore.

At the annual business meeting of the American
Institute of Mining Engineers held in New York on
February 20, ulto., Mr. \Wm, Fleet Robertson, of Vic-
toria, provincial mineralogist of British Columbia,
was clected a member of the Council of the Institute
for a period of three vears. This election is, doubt-
less, the more gratifving to Mr. Robertson from the
fact that a distinet compliment has been paid him
since he is the only member of the Council resident
out of the United States. The total membership of the
Institute on January 1, 1906, was 3,884, as compared
with 3.68 on January 1.1905—a net gain for the vear
of 204 members,

The recent joint visit of officials of the DBritish
Columbia Copper Co., of New York, and the Denoro
Mine, Ltd. of Rossland. B.C..to the latter company’s
Oro Denoro mine sitnated in Summit camp, adjoining
the Emma mine which the B. C. Copper Co. is operat-
ing. has led to tlie conclusion that the first mentioned
company has an eption on the Qro Denord on which
large ore bodies are known to occur and which has
during the last three vears shipped about 40.000 tons
of ore to district smelters.  Prospecting with the dia-
mond drill is in progress. The mine is favourably
situated in respect of transportation since the lines
of both the Canadian Pacific and Great Northern
railways cross the property.,

The long tummel being driven at the Rambler-Cari-
boo company’s mine in the Slocan district is in nearly
the distance it was caleulated would have to be driven
to reach the ore vein, which it is believed lives down
to depth, so news of success having been achieved in
thiz enterprise may be expected shortly. I it he
found that there is sufficient ore for profitable work-
ing at the depth that will bere be reached—about
1.400 ft. below the surface—a decided impetus will
be given 10 deep-level mining in the Slocan, for other
companies will be encouraged by the success of the
Rambler-Cariboo company to follow its excellent ex-
ample.

The annual review of the president of the Board of
Trade of the town of Ladvsmith, Vancouver Island,
contains the following reference to the Wellington
Colliery Co's coal mines in that neighbourhood: Our
staple industry is, of course, the coal mincs, and from
this source alone an amount estimated at $730,000
has been circulated in wages. Work in the mine has
heen uniformly steady, especially during what is usu-
aliv slack times, viz., the summer, when the strike
at the Nanaimo collieries kept the Extension mines
busy supplying the market. The value of the coal mined
is cstimated at $1,500.000. With the continued de-
mand for coal existing in our principal market, viz,,
San Francisco, we may look forward with confidence
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to steady work and conscquently good circulation of
money from this source for the ensuing year,

A writer in the Toronto Globe observes: “Dormant
mineral claims are hidden away in title deeds in all
parts of the Province. They are the worst kind of
obstruction.  Mr, Auld’s idea of making them liable
to assessment will effect far-reaching improvement.”
One would thing he had an intimate knowledge of
the condition of very many Crown-granted mineral
claims—by far the larger number of that class—in
British Columbia when he used the word “obstruc-
tion.”  Dormant claims are truly an obstruction to
progress and. since their number is steadily increas-
ing, they are likely to further retard progress each
vear as time passes.

The Cranbrook Prospector is of opinion that “the
coming of the Spokane International railway will be
the most potent stimulus which has been given to the
mining and industrial growth of Cranbrook district.”
Whether the district inunediately tributary to Cran-
brook be materially benefited or not by the establish-
ment of direct railway connnection between the C.
I’. R. Co's Crow’s Nest Pass railway and the City of
Spokane, there is one decided advantage that is as-
sured, viz., that the Crow’s Nest Pass coal fields will
have an cnlarged market for their coal, especially
mnder the condition that there will, on the completion
of this railway, be competing roads between the dis-

trict providing the supply and the city and districts to’

be supplied.

A complaint was made to the Department of Mines,
Victoria, that an unlicensed assayer was making assays
for the public at Hedley. The Hedley Gazette, in
referring to the matter stated that “no charge was
being made for assays and no certificates given.”
This, however, would not have justified the depart-
mettt in ignoring the complaint, so it properly requir-
cd that the assayer present himself for examination
or ccase to make assays for the public. There are in
the Province numbers of assavers who have fulfilled
the reasonable requirements of the law, so in justice
to thab as well as for the protection of the public
it is necessary that all who do assay work outside of
that for the mining companies employing them should
pass the provincial examination and receive the cus-
tomary certificate. .

According to an cstimate made by the Phoenix
Pioncer there are more than 2,000 men cemploved at
the mines and smelters and on the railways of the
Boundary district. Of this total the Granby Co. cm-
ploys nearly oo, the Dominion Copper Co. about 330,
and the British Columbia Copper Co. nearly 300, these
figures including employees at hoth mines and smelters
of these three companies. The Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Co, finds work for about 300 men ou its district
branch railway lines. and the Great Northern Railway
Co. some 120. A number of small mines together
provide regular employment for between 150 and 200
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