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INATURAL HISTORY FOR TIIE LITTLE ONES.

thiei li tile nlesi is built, 'w'ben lier bouse is rcady.
the bird lays a few%, a very fcw, eggs ini il, rarely more

thatu fixe. Every bird bas lier owvn kiîid of nest, and
lier ouvn coloîîr of cgg. Soniîe eggs arc whlite. Sonie
arc bl iicisli -greceii. Soniec are yeilow. Soiîîe are browiî.
Soniec have sinil spots Il over. 'lli biîd sits ipoil lier
egg-s for iîiaîy (lays îu kecp thlim wvarrn. Shie is ver"
Patienit, and loves lier eggs very mîticli. ~'inlier wings
aind legs are stiff fi-oi siîing, sue îakes afly about. 'l'lie
father bird ibenl takes lier place on1 the eggs. if tlic cggs
ire allowcd îo grow cold, tie liîîle ones inside wilI die.
ff'bi she coines hack, tbe faîlier suts on a brandli be.

side lier and siuîgs lier a soîîg. Sotiielimes lic briiigs
lier soinething nice 10 cat.

%Whicii tbe baby birds arrive, thie faîlier féeds îhlii.
He is ver>' bîisy andt very fîissy aI day. He is proud.

He nlies liere and evcrywblere searcbing f<,r %vormis for
biis litîle childreîî. *l'eui lie icaclies ihien to fly, and
by-auid-by 10 sing. Birds are very ileat anîd tidy. \7oti
bave seenl ibeni ake tibeir bath, anîd (lress Ilicir feailiers
afler. '1'ley bring ilueir litîle ones t0 tie bathu. Tîiey
likeC iî.

IVlieii a bird goes off for food, suuîictiiîis anui<tir
bird, wvbo is t00 lazy to biiild a nest for bier own eggs.
lays au egg ini the eîiîply îiesi. W'hin thie bird coîîîes
back sue sees it. Slie knows i. Site will be 'cry angry.
But il is 110 use. Thelic-g is ictee. \Tery sooîl slie wvill

forgive tie naîigliiy bird, and take cite of the egg as if
iî %vere lier owîi. 'l'le liîîle bird ini îlis egg is the tirst
10 couic oui of ils siiell. 'l'lie îîîoîler seuiîs îîow 10 love
tbe strailge cliild so nnich ibi wiîcn lier own I)irds.arrive

sile does not ciare for îbieîî so wvell. Bv.aidbIy thîe
sîranger pîuslics the otlier cluildreîi out of ilie îîcst, and
thie poor niother goes on feediiig lier onîe little babyv fliat
is îîot lier oivin. but only- a borroNwed mie. Is il îlot
100 lad ?

One suiiîiier, c. ,~U"
a pair of NNvood-". 4 ,Se';"
îeckers buil -Y
in a tll flag-
pîole near niv
Ilîoîsc. Tliev
lîad cut out a

pole! and dug a dcci) t
pl.ice for a nesi. Several

limeîs cadi day the faîlier-
bird îook lis iuîri on dut
nesi, 'vlbile tic iiotiler-
bird iveut off 10 a swatiip1
10 get food.

It w"s curions to
'vaich the iiest-cleuiuini

each îiib. Mile birds -

took up refuse froin thie -

nest ini tiîir clawvs, and
flev off soune distance
before thcy droppcd it.x
Miben tic little birds '*

caille froîîî the sbell, thie
old ones 'vere very busy, ~

-goiîîg and coiig .Severi]
lines cadi Ilîor, îviil food.
'Iî %is ftiuîny 10 sec fibeun ati nigliî-t'all. 'l'lie rallier.

bird îook liis place, elinging luigl up on flie pole, lîk. a

wvaîclIîînam on a tower, to takc a tinîal look, aid 'ce if ail
wais righîi. 'l'le ilother.bird, ai the saille lime. plu lier
hialidsome hcad oui of thie hole, and sirecbcled lier c.
.as if to take a look fron lier wvindov before she'vutt
lied.

WVben tbe birds wvere flcdged, diîcte %vas a grand timut'
teaclîing thern to fly. Tbcy wcrc taken to a roof near
by, %vbcere ibey sprawvlc( about. Tl'en îbcv %vould lie

coaNedC( to iake a litile niglit. 'l'li pareîfs flecw low
and] slowly before tlîcîn. Great 'vas tbe joy if* one of the
lutile îbilngs flewv a few yards. 'l'lie old birds senîed to
îlîink ihat tbcy biad uiever before seen quite suicl nice
flying T hebefatber-bird stood proudly before ibeni.
t0 g ive tlium a lessoli ini druilnîlng. thiat is ini pecking
ai wood, wo break it iip, to find grubs or insecîs biidcn
ini it. le scenied to say-1" Look ai mie !~ - Thun lie
braced bis fect anîd tail, bceld bis beaci on oîîc side, and
gave a number of swift, strong blows on mv% liorcli roof.
1-ie wvould drurn, andi tbeî look ai tbe Uittle oies t0 ii.
talc Ilinii.

Tbeî the)' flewv o' r the mmî, and tbe faîlier scîîie(l
10 say-"l Now for aîîoîlîer lesson ini drîiniîîg:iii X
it lie went. But that bouse hiad a fi ,&ý 1q îlu could
not make the splintcr: ly 1l ti ried again. It %vis of
ino tuse. Tbcn lic Iookced îniteb sîirpriscd. 1-le cyed
the roof', and tricd once more. 'l'le littlu birds looked
011.

]lut îlîe faîbeir-bird filed agaiîi. hi ste.îd of' a long.
dueli roIl of Sounîd, icte wvas only a sharp ratie :no

1l1l0,n grîîbs, 1le semcd iiicb a1slîaîîîed. 1His
%viîigs ando bis laul (roopc(l. Awvay lice l tilte pole,
and sa icre verv sad. 1le secnmed lu bc tbiuiking li

iucli better bouses grcw %vlici lie vas oung ! 'l'lie
bole of these birds, in th1e pole, 'vas tinneud oVer :îfter
tbiey lefi. Tliey reîîirtncd niexi year, il)(] cul a liole
lowver dowîî. 'l'at wvas covercd w~iîlî ti in ie ifiî.
Nexi spriîig thcy came hack. and cut a biole iiigbier up.
*'bley did this for ive vents.

Finallv thie po>le ba(l 1) li takecn do'vn as dIingerotil-.
ut %vas s ul ii l).

SO TRUE.

Ail old f-arier, rciurning froin the wedding or a1 iicrc
ini a distant towii, wais eagerlv questioîîcd by lus faujiil
a- wo tbe bridc's costume. "l,"said lie, "sbe biad
on1 soîîîc kid of a drcss. wvitb a loi of fluildublcrv of

.soinc sori or 'iîotler down tiec front of it, and a ing.
aînajig on the back of it, %viîli a long tail of soie stuif

1 doîî't kniow whaî iî 'vas - draggiîig ot hchiid. and
a loi of flip.flop flounices ovcr t be 'vbole thiîîg. There
wanet no armis 10 iî, and site hia a loi of white truck.

soft anîd floîpv like(, on lier biead, anîd îhai's jisi 'ail 1
Lk'nowI ablt il."
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