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PUBLIC LIBRARIES,

It is proposed to crect a free public
fibrary building in, Winnipeg. In this
age of the world, with popular litor-
ature as abundant and as cheap
almest ag water, the advisability of
maintatning expensive public libraries
soems open to question. A consulting
library of the moro expensive class of
standard works, such ns scientific and
techuieal books, ete., wonld bo a use-
ful ghing In any clty. Such alibrary
could be maintained at a very moder-
ate cost. A room in the civie build-
ing could ba set aside for the purpose,
and the library could be casily look-
ed after by some one whose time could
be partinlly otherwiso employed. 1t
Is very doubtfu! if it is & part of the
duty of the city to maintagin an ox-
pensive public library for tho benefit
of the consumers of light and very
often trashy popular literature. Tho
supplying of works of fiction to a
scction of the community, seems to be
the principal Iunction of the public
library. This class of literature is
cheap and abundant—practically with-
in the recach of all. Before investiung
in an expensive public library, it
might be well go enquire lnto the
value of the library as at presomt
maintained, t0 the community s a
whole.
gred that the money could be ased in
somo other way to the better advaut-
age of the community us a whole.

Possibly ip might be discov- .
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PROHIBITION.

‘The Prohibiiion plebiscite has come
aml gone, and thoe question is about
where It wus beforo tho vote was
recorded. Mho result is certainly. un-
antisfactory to  tho friends of pro-
hibitlon, whilo at tho same ‘time it
can hardly be satisfying to the antis.
Tho popular will has not been pro-
nounced with emphasis elther way.
On the purliamontary principle of ma-
joritles by constituencles, the prohibi-
tionists have scorel a good victory,
a8 they have clear majorities In a
large number of constituencies. On
tho other hand, the totul prohibition
vote is too small to show clearly what
the will of tho people 18 on this ques-
tion, wihile f{there were also Ilarge
mujoritica for the opponents of pro-
nhibition in some quarters. On  the
whole, it would appear that prohibi-
tion is not practical as a Dominion
measure at the present time. It
would bo useless to attempt to en-
forco such a radical change in our
customs, u;xless the change were earn-
estly desired by u large majority of
the people The moral effect of a pro-
hibitory law which Jdoes not prohibit
would perhaps be more dangerous to
society than even u looss license sys-
tem. In the ANaritime provinces,
wliere the prolubition clement appears
to bo quite strong, a combination
might be formed to experiment with
prohibition +within the boundaries of
theso thiree provinces. Canada as a
whole i8 evidently not ready for the
experiment.

The question of revenue seems to
have beent ono of the leading features
presentea in opposition to prohibition,
during the campaign. Much greuter
stress wat laid upon the revenue gues-
tion than its importance would waur-
rant. The few million «ollars raised
from liquor taxes is a comparatively
trifiing matter. The whole thing in
4 pug shell Is this: It is the, people,
and not the Hquor, who pay the taxes,
The people have 1o make up the rev-
enue in one way or another, whethor
as a tax on llquor or iv some othor
way. The really important question
is, whathier or not prohibition is the
rem&ly for intemperance.  Muuy good
people belleve it is not.  Ou this poing
there is certainly room for great dif-
farence ot opinion.

What the effoct of the plebiscite vote
will bo on the temporasce gentiment
of the country, time alone wiil develop.
Will it lead t0 the ammlgamation of
the temperauce element on soine more
moderatey policy, or will it tend to
further divide them?  Temperance
poople have been considerably divided
in the past, between the extreme views
of a section who looked to political
wction, aud those who preferred to
work on moral and educative lines.
The xesult of the vote will no doubt
glive o set back to those who favored
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working on political lines and with
prohibitory measures, but It may not
prove & great wmjury to true temper-
ance sentiment.

THE WHEA'® SUPPLY

Every now and agpin some crank
or faddist tries to alarm the world by
predicting eome pending  calamity.
Several dates now Past, have been
set for the end of the world, and thous-
ands of weak mindeld people have in
the past accepted these prognostlea-
tions of diseased mimtls. One alleged
sclentist startles thp world with the
statement thnt the dry land is belng
slonwly but surely engulfed by the ris-
ing waters of the ocean. Another finds
that the temperature is growing cold-
er, 80 that eventually, some thousands
of years heace, we will all be frozen to
death. Another computes the time
when our fuel supply will be exhigust-
ed, which vould certainly be an
awkward predicament for Canadiansg
at least. If we worried over these
things we would be in uncomfortably
warm water u}l the time. Sensible
people, however, will attend to their
business amd give little thought to
such predictions, leavinwe the worry-
ing to the alleged scientists and fad-
dists who propoundexd the apparently
startling problems.

The latest scare crow is the pre-
diction of Sir W. Crookes, president of
the British assccintion, who anunounces
that the world’s Jimit of wheat pro-
duction will be reached by 1921, and
 few yenrs later the world will en-
ter the [first stago of starvation
by reason of the shortage of food-
stuffs. With: ali due deference to the
exalted position of Sir W. C., wo can
hardly take his prediction into seri-
ous caleulation at the present time.
Sir Willinm may have figured the
thing down very fime in a highly sci-
entific wanner, but in the light of a
little horee sciwe, and the experience
the past century or so0, his conclue-
sions seom simply nonsensical.

Predictions have been mugde in the
past of impending calamities through
shortage of foodstuffs. .About 100
years ago T.L. Multhus declared that
tlre time was close at nnd when the
deanand of increasing population woulg
exco2d food supply. The good man
was 60 worried over th™ matter that
he proposed thut the inereasa ol pop-
ulation should be immediately regu-
lated by legislation. Pradictions have
been freely made regarding the time
When the United States would cease
to export foodstulfs, but in spite of
these alarming forecasts, tlhe surplus
food supply of the country keeps on
increasing. From the last crop the
United States will hmve about as
large a surplus of gruin for export as
it ever had before in angy one year,
and the area sown to winter wheat
this fall showp a large lncrease, In



