
are now mostly coîîîing iîîto comfortable
circuinstiinccs.

BETTER MAIL ACCOMMODATIOfi WAXTED.
Ti a niew and sparsely settled country

like 'Manitoba, it îvould be strange if there
were net comnplaints of imisulicieit niail
accomtnîndation. lii sorte pârts of the
province post offices are far apart and~
destant îùaiiy miles front railway ceoin-
aîîunication. In some of the miore distant
sections, a mail once a week, or eveiî once
a fortnighît, nîay le consideredaluxiîry,
and is ail that could be expected froin thîe
Govern-eît.t Takeai altogether, the
Dominion postal authorities have showaî
an anxiety to extend mail facilities to our
rettiers, te the fullest extent that circuin-
stanices would warrant, and as a general
rui) there lias not been nîuch ground for
complaint. There are sontie exceptions,
hiowever, in îvlich it is apparent the postal
authorities have nlot done tlîeir duty in
providing the people wvith propei mail
acconmmodation. Perlîaps the meet not-
able inbtance of sucli negleet is in con-
nection 'gith tie mail service on t.he
Southwesterai brandi of the C. P. R.
This inmportant çection of MIanitoba, has,
to say the leaet, been sliamcfully neglcct-
ed in thceraatter of nmail accommoda-
tion.

At settlemeaits distant froin railnays,
and to reach whilîib requirea long jor.rneys
by wlieeled veliiele, it could not be ex-
pectêd that mails should be furnished at
frequent intervals. As regards tl,3 South-
western railway country, hoîvever, the
nase is quite different. The thiriving
toivnis ini this district are connected with
Winnipeg by train service, and aIl the fac-
ilities for bettermiail accommodation are in
exietance. Here is a raihîvay, running in
a southwesterlv direction frein the capital
o! the province, fora distance of 105 muiles,
and having on its line a nuniber of busy
little tow as, sut rounded by a well settled
agriculturail counîtry, yet the mail facili-
t;es are such tliat it takes a week to get
ai) answer to a letter forwarded from
Winiaipeg.&

At presenit the pass-nger craiiî service
oîi the Soutliwestprn ràilway consists of
thîree trains per îveek ecd wuy. Trains
lezive %Vinnipeg on Mondays, WVednes-
days and Fridays, at 12:.30 o'clock, for
the end of the'track, returning on Tues-

* days, Tlîursdays and Saturdays. No
mail, howevz'r, je carried by the train

* leaving Wi-.ier on Wednesday, and re-

turning on Tliarsday. The Soutlîwestern
railway country is therefoie supplie(l witli
but two muails por wcek fronti Winnîipeg'
by MLoadays' and Fridays' trains. Noîv
let us se low this works. A letter post-
cd in Wiînnipeg after 12 o'clock noon oit
Fa-iday for say (ilenhoro, will ]cave the
city on tlie followingq Monday, arriving
ai. ita destination at 9 e'cleck Monday
niglit, if thîe train is on tine. If thîe local
pestîîîaster £cel disposed -to assort the
nmail thîe saine niglit, tlio Gýlenboro mer-
chant miay obtain lais lettters by ton
o!clock Mýoaiday night ; but the postmaster
is not obligcd- ta deliver mail so late ait
niglit Providing thc. nierchant gets lus
mail the camne eveîiîîg it arrives, 1pw ii
have to answer lus correspondence after
ten o'clock the samne niglît, anîd
place it on the train early thîe
next morning, as the train leaves for
Winanipeg about 7 o'clock Tuesday niera-
inig. If lie dees net -et hic niait on
Moîîday evening, or is unable ta do lais
correspondence that evening af ter he geta
luis mail, lie wvill be ebliged te ivait uîîtil
the following Saturday merniîig before
lie can send a letter te ...ne..

Merciant Iaaiaî a large correspendence,
and recciving only two mails per îveek,
would be obliged te sit up al) ]tours o! the
night te ansîver letters, if they wislied te
<le se by return mail. Otherwise tlîey
wvould be obliged te wait five days before
anether eppertunity arrived of forward-
iîag a letter. If the local postinasters
declitied ta deliver the mails the camie
ruight tlîcy arrive, tliere would be nething
for it but te ivait for the next mail train.
In -an instance wvhere a mercliant wislied
te serid a registered latter in answer te a
letter received front Winnîipeg, it would
be imîpossible te send the answer ivithin
five days. Thus a letter maileâ ini Win-
nipeg after 12 o'clock on Friday, could
net be aaswered until the Saturday even-
ing o! thme folloîving îvcek, thus coaîsurning
rine days te ebtain ut, answer te a letter,
freai a tewn only 100) utiles distant frein
Winnipeg, and connected witlî the city
by rail. As the nierchants aieng thue
Seuthwestern do their businesa nîestly in
Winnip-,g,, thme great inconvenience arisin1g
front the Tuait arrangements ivill l'e speau.
kt seunts, alnîest scandalous that, a large
and important section of thîe province,
ceanprising scaverai fleurishing towns,
should ha treated in this way. With
three regular passen8cr trains runnuîug
ech way wveekly, the very kast tIue
Departinent could do is te pret-ide for a

tuail on every train. Mie people on the
Sothtwesterti are petitioning tie postal
autiiorities for better mnail iceonimodation,
and it ie to ho heped their requeat 'vil
miect iil just considoratiou.

YIHEAT-GROWING IN CANADA.
Canada as a ivheat-growing country luis

been attracting a gooil deal of attention
both in Great B.ritain and the United
States, of late, aî'îong these iiiterested ini
thîe breadstufis question especially. The
discussion upon the nierits of Canada as a
wlhpat grewing country, lias been provok-
ed by a pamphlet prcpared by W. G l3ear,
london, England, piiblishied under tlc
auspices of tie Cobden Club. Mr. Bear
in bis pamphlet, emntitled l'Titîe British
Farmier and lus comipetitors," procceds te
show that British agric.ultu rists bave
inothing to fear f ront Canada as
a cempetitor ini supplying the British
conbunier with breadstutfs. INr. Bear
claims as proof of hie stateinatits,
that 'vheat exporte fro:n tîjis coun-
try have deciined of late years ; tlîat
imports arc increasing in proportion
to exports, and that production is gradu-
ally falling belîiiid the increasing consump-
tion; that ini the tivo important wvleat-
growing provinces, production bias de-
creased steadily since 1 8S4. Many
other assertions are made ini the pamphlet,
sceme of îvh:cl are quite ridiculous, such
for instance as the assertion that the cli-
mate of Manitoba is too arctic for wheat.
In some respects Mr. llear's statenients
are appar-ently trué, 'but lais utterances as
a whole appear to be aninsated by a preju-
dice against this country, which leaids

in into several blunders. Canada as a
whole lias certaiîaly net nmade ranch pro-
gress; as a wvheat exporiting country, but
it is very absa red of M r. Bear to reip9e-
sent thiat whecat production ini Mani-
itoba is on the decline. In the
old provinces it is truc the produc-
of wvheat lias not kept pace îvith
the growth of cosisinption froin in-
crcasing population, b)ut only in twe
years (1884 and 188-5) were inmports
in excess of exporta, and tlîat te a very
trifling aniount, îvhilst exports in ex-
cees of imîports have ranged front 3,657,
000 bushels in 1881, to 7,351,000 bush-
els ini 1887. To showv the ilîcrease ini
Nvheat production in Nanitoba it is onlv
nc--ssary to state tlîat the surplus fromi
last year's crop in thîis Province was
greater thtan the entire, exporta of the.
Donminion ini nny previous year.


