THE CRITIC. 7

Lord Grimthorpe (Edmund Beckett) is probably the most noted clock
waker in England. He designed tho “ Big Ben” clock at Westminister, and
bas now construcied the biggest that ever left Eogland for the post oflice at
Sydney.

A deputation called upon Mr. Goschen, Chancellor of the Exchequer, a
few days ago, for the purpose of laying before him their arguments in favor
of the establishment of a universal rate of penny postage to all parts Jof the
British Empire. In reply, Mr. Goschen said it would be impossible to
lower the postal rates. The government had already lost £27,866 in four
months by the reduction madc in colonial postage.

The friends of Imperial Federation are delighted at the statement of the
Dominion Goverament reviewing the general question of a reduction of
letter postage. Mr. Henniker Heaton says he submitted a memo. to the
Ottawa Government proving that a tv o cent rate would promote the Anglo-
Cinadian trade without a loss to the treasury, while he Dolicves that
Canada’s adoption of that ratc would lead public opinion here to compel
the British Government to follow auit.

o

PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW.

Domixion.—The Minister of Marine informed the House that hereafter
the fishing bounty cheques will be distributed previous to March in each

car.
y The Postmaster General intimated that the Government was considering
the question of ostablishing a two cent rate of postage. It is hoped that the
decision will be in the affirmative.

A large number of prohibition petitions have becn presented duriog the
psst weck, and many more are expected.

‘Tho jurisdiction iu regard to the Admiralty Court, uutil last year under
the control of the Imperial Parliament,was by an act then passed transferred
to the colonies. The Minister of Justice has therefore introduced an act
vesting in the Exchequer Court the business heretofore transacted in the
Admiralty Courts. It is proposed, until other provision is made, to establish
Admiralty divisions, one for euch province. A case in Admiralty will here-
alter be tried in the Supreme Court, with an appeal to the Excheguer
Court and from thence to the Supreme Court of Canada.

What hes been the subject of much private discussion since the opening
ol Parliament, namely the Tarte-McQreevy expose, has been referred to the
Committee on Privilegos and Elections for investigation. In his indictment
the member-for Montmorency accuses not only McGreevy with corruption,
bat also Sir Hector Langevin, the Mioister of Public Works. The charges
are many and of the gravest character, and if one tenth of them are true it
will be impossible for McGreevy to retain his seat. Sir Hector affiemed his
jnnocence, and said that he neither did nor caused to be done any of the
things of which he was accused. It is the general impression tbat the
charges will fail 8o far as the Minister is concerncd. It is only fair to state
tbat McGreevy pleaded innocent to the indictment, and charged his accusers
with conspiriog to punish him because he refused to carry out their plans.
As the committee is composed of the Icading members of the bar on both
sides, a full investigation may be expectod.

Thanks to the Minister of Justice we may soon hope to have a codifica-
tion of the criminal law of Canada. The bill introduced by him is said to
be of a very comprehensive and voluminous character, both statute and
common law being consolidated in accord with the British system. One
very important change to be made is that the distinction between felonies
and misdemcanors will be abolished.

The much discussed tunaoel question was before the House, and the
Minister of Marine intimated that on receiving the report of Sir Douglass
Fox the Government would decide whether or uot the tunnel would be built.

Provinciat,—Mr. Hemeon made a strong appeal to the Legislatere to
pass the bill introduced by him giving females who possessed the required
property gratification, the right to vote in local clections: He referred to
Bright, Longfellow, Spencer and many other eminent men who had favored
the enfranchisement of wowen, and directed the attention of the members
to the fact that some of the most illustrious characters in history were of
that sex. The legislators, however, refused to be convinced, and the bill
was defeated by a vote of 22 to 13.

A resolution was passed expressing regret at the death of tho late Thos.,
B. Akins, who held for many years the position of Commissioner of Records,
and placing upon record recognition of his eminent learniog and research
and of the great services which his assiduous devotion to tho records of our
Provincial nistory has rendercd to the studoents of Nova Scotian history.

The report of the Secretary of Agriculture was Jaid on the table, The
amount paid agricultural socioties last year was $6,4.44; for county exhibi-
tions $1,78: ; exhibition buildings $S00 ; improvements and repairs at the
school at Truro $1,067 and for stock bonuses $230. It conmtains much
nformation of value 10 farmers and stock breeders, and we would advise
them to secure a copy.

A lengthy discussion took place on the bill to amend the Liquor Liconse
Act of 1886. A proposal o place the appointment of a licensc inspector
m the hands of the Government was volcdedown. Ilcreafter the license
inspector is to be elected annually as is the case of the other civic officials.

‘The Provincial Sccretary prosonted the estimates for the coming ycar. The
1evenuc for the coming year was cstimated at §673,222.39. Among the
ems making up this amount the chief was the Dominion Subsidy, $320,
oco. ‘I'hen there was the allowance for Government and Legislature $6o,-
c0o, interest on Baring Bros.’ deposit $12,653.33 and the interest on the
debt account $40,169.06, making in all $432,522.39 that would be received
{im the Dominion Lreasury. From royaltics and focs from the Mines
Department the Governmeat hoped to receive $185,000. The balance was
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mado up of small items. The expenditure for the yoar was estimated st
£691,523 98, The only item in which there has been any material change
is tho amount for steamship subsidies, which has been cut down from $43,-
316 to 831,188, The Government asked the Legislature for an appropria-
tion of $50,000 for necded public works, Victoria General Hospital is to have
a nurses' home erected this ycar at a cost of 87,000,

The Government bhas decided to withdraw the usual grauta to the
Infants' Home and the House of the Guardian Angel, the reason therefor
being that while these institutions were of a very worthy character there
were a numbor of others which might advance equal claims to a Government
grant. A year ago these institutions were informed that the grants would
not be continued,

The Use Of

Harsh, drastle purgatives to retieve costive-
fess I3 a dangerous practice, and moro liablo
to fasten the dlyciase on the patient than to
enre It What s needed is a medicine that,
tu eflectually openlng the howels, corrects
the costive habit aml establlshies a natural
daily actlon. Such an apesnt i3 found In

Ayer’s Pills,

which, while thorough it action, strengthen
aswell as stimulate the bowels and excrelory
orgAns. .

«For clght years T was affifuted withcon-
stipatlon, which at last became so bad that
the doctors conld do 1o more for me. Then
1 began (o tahe Ay s Pills, and svon the
towels beeame regular and naturad in their
movements.  Lam now (i exeetient healti,”
W 11, Delaucett, Dorset, Ont.

“When 1 feel the need of a cathartie, £
take Ayer's Pills, and find them to be mors

Effective

than any other pill I ever took." — Mrs. B, C.
Grubb, Burweliville, Va.

o 'or years 1 lunve been subject to constie
pritlon and nervous headachies, caused by de- THE EBE
rgement of the Nver. After taking varlous
LOTTERY.
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Ayer's Pills are the beste They have never
3 and 17 June, l 7 and 21 October,

1891,

COLEMAN & CO

Have compleled their Spring Importations of

FASHIONABLE HATS

From tho London Houses of Lixooty Baxe
yer & Co., Cunisry & Co., and
Towxgxn & Co.

STIFF AND SOFT FELT HATS,

all the Latest Styles and Shades. Also

SATIN HATS AND DRAB SHELLS.

Our Stock of English and American STRAW
HATS has been carcfully selected, They include
LADIES’ HOATING HATS, CLERICAL HATS
.and very Fashionable Styles of Men®s and Boys*
Straw Hats, Also Ladies’ Glaze and Merino Hats.

English Sole Leather Goods,
Trunks,Valises, &c.

143 GRANVILLE ST.
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Is been the case with any othier medicine 1
have tried.””=11. S. Sledge, Wltnar, Texas,

Ayer’s Pills,

Dr. J. C. AYER & CO., Lowell, Mass.
sold by all Derlers In Mediclne.

JOIIN PATTERSON,

failed to relieve my bilfous attacks in a short
1 and 15 July, 4 and 18 November,

thne: and 1 am sure my system retains its

tone funger after the use of these Pills, than
;9 and 10 August 2 and 16 Decemaber,
2 aud 16 Septembeor,
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