(2]

-

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

Omms

and tho Indians wero then infoimed that
the terms of poace would boe made with Sir
W. Johnson, to whom they were to send a
deputation, for which Bouquet took hos-
tages, who, however, broke their parolo on
the first convenient opportunity. The
army, having accomplished its work, re-
turned to Fort I'itt on tho 28th November.
The recovered captives wero sent to their
howmes in Pennsylvania and Maryland, and
the provincial troops disbanded.

Tho Houses of Assembly of Virginia and
Pennsylvania passed votes of thanks to Col.
Bouquet, and petitioned the King to pro-
mote him; and he was appointed Brigadier
Generol with the command of the Southern
Dopartment. Within three years this able
soldier died at Pensuacola of fever.

The end of the war was that the Dela.
wares and Shawnees made peace with Sir
W. Johnson on condition that they should
grant free passage to English troops and
travellers, make {full restitution for all
goods taken during the war from traders,
and assist in taking possession of the Illinois.
In every essential particular the arrange-
ments entored into by Bradstreet were those
cventually carried out; and his caso fur-
nLhes another striking instance of the in.
justice a brave man may bo subjected to
when under the command of an officer
remarkable alone for vacillation.

The countiy of tlhie Illinuis in 1764 was
chiefly comprised within the boundaries of
the State which now bears its name. Its
northern boundary touched Lake Michigan,
its southern the Mississippi. Its principal
posts were, Fort Chartres, on the left bank
of that river, which has since swept away
cvery vestige of it, but its position may be
stuted as Leing wbout forty threo nules be-
low 8t. Louis, Cahokia, ncarly opposite
that town, Kaskaskia, sbout twelve miles
velow Furt Chartres, and Vincennes, above
the forks of the Wabash, Lut the chief post
was Fort Chartres.

Frar co, by the Treaty of Paris, had ceded
all her territories east of the Mississippi, in
cluding the Illincis countiy, to England,
and, either as the price of the fecble assist.
ancs rendered in the disastrous war con-
cluled by that treaty, or, in a moment of
infatuation, cager to get rid of the burden
of defending territories of which her rulers
knew nothing, threw away upon Spain the
vast regions beyond the Mississippi. This
latter arrangement was, however, kept
secret for some time. but orders were at
once sent to the officers commanding posts
within the territory ceded to Great Britain
tu wvacuato them whenever an English force
should appear to demand the surrender.
Some timo elapsed before that demand was
made. The Indian war was at its height,
and access to the country was impracticable.
The orders for the evacuation of the terri-
tory reached Fort Chartres early in 1763.
the commandant, Neyou de Villiers, not
chosing to submit to the humiliation of sur-

rendering tho Fort handed over the com-
mand to St. Ange do Bollerive, a veteran
Canadian officer who fort; years beforo had
escorted the celebraied I‘:\thor Charlovoix
through the country; with 40 men, the rom-
nant of the Garrison, he took command of
the Fort, one of the best constructed works at
that period in America, arned with 20 pieces
of artillery. De Villiers descended to New
Orleans only escaping one mortification to
plunge into another, £s that town was ox-
pecting overy hour the arrival of a Spanish
Governor and garrison.

Many colonists abandoned those frontier
posts; amongst others Pierro Lacledec who
had left New Orleans in August, 1763,with his
followers and founded St. Louis on the right
bank of the Mississippi; his assistant Pierro
Chouteau survived till the first half of the
present century was passed and witnessed
the growth of the great commercial city at
whose foundation he was present.

St. Ange’s position was very troublesome
importuned for arms, ammunition and assis-
tance by Dontiac and his abettors, a stern
senso of duty prevented compliance which
had only the effect of incensing his allies
who were with difficulty restrained from
taking by forco what prudence and honor
denied them.

The double campaign of 1764 completely
destroyed the hopes of Yontiac as far as the
Western and Northern tribes were concorn-
ed, but those peopling the Illinois, fierce,
restless, and hating the English thoroughly
were proper instruments for his purpose.
By rapid marches, audacity, anl the usual
exciting causes of savage enthusiasm he
managed to heighten the rage of thu.o tribes
against the English. Finally he appeared
before Fort Chartres demauding aid from St.
Ange which the latter was forced to decline;
he finnlly descended to New Orleans and
demanded from the Governor M. D'Abbad.
die the aid which his lieutenant denied,

Early in 1764, a Msjor Loftus with 400
regular soldiers attempted to ascend the
Mississippi for the purpose of taking posses-
sion of Fort Chartres, about 240 miles above
New Orleans, his boats were fired on from
the bank and several men killed. As the
river was then at its height and Loftus ignor-
ant of the topography he returned to New
Orleans in a disgraceful manner and then
retired to Pensacola. This defeat greatly
aided Pontiac’c scheme, and were 1t not for
tho blow struck by Bradstreet hostilities
might have been indefinitely prolonged.

It was now determined to operate by way
of Fort Pitt and thoe Ohio, and Sir William
Johnson's assistaat, George Croghan, s man
every way fitted for the enterprise, was or-
dered to proceed in advance to preparo the
way for the passage of the troops, reason
with the Indians, expose the falsehoods of
tho French, and by a judicious distribution
of presents soften their antipathy to the
English. Thoroughly well fitted to dis-
charge this srduous duty by provious

experionce, this able and nccomplish@ .
started in February 1765, but the murde;; Bl
and cowardly scoundrels of the Peny) |
vanin frontior sottloments who had skul,; S
during danger, disguised themsolves s, [
dians and plundered his train of pack hore
laden with goods as presonts for the Indiy
taking wkLat suited their fancy and burnizg
tho rest; thus endeavoring to make il . BN
forts at concxlmuon impossible and check. /g
mating the ambassador on the threshold o S
his mission. Croghan, however, Was » m Jkt
of resources, and having replenished L™
stores from the magazines 2t Fort Pitt -
ceeded on his mission. :
American writers aro fond of bespattern i
those turbulant lawless border villians mi B8
praise for such mischiovous and comard; @
freaks as the above, and condemn Englis J§¢!
officers because they contemned such s Jif# t
%ns; it is easily enough seen that if tho[ge
wore anything likoe the brave men they u gL
described to be that there was quite enoug: 58
of them to put down the few Indians why N8

every occasion they fled before a handful/§
gavages whose wrath trey had provoked il
crimes too gross to record. s

The great depth of snow detained Crogh:}
for several weeks at Fort Pitt, and his pr Ji
gress was yet further retarded by thenecs B
sity for holding a Council with the Delaws B8
and Shawnces (2long whose borders ho wo:
be compelled to pess) and to make the
fulfil the treaty entered into with Bradstra ¥
and Bouquet. After more than a monik
detention this object was effected—alltk
prisoners restored and a promise repeate
of sending deputies to treat Johnson at ).
agara to conclude a hasty treaty.

On the 15th May, Croghan lefe Furt Iy
and embarked on the Ohio accompanied {
several Delaware and Shawnee chief. Atib
mouth of the Scioto he was met by a i}
of Shawnce warriors who delivered sere 0
Frenchmen who had been stirring them g%
to mischief into his hands; then he purst
his voyage to the mouth of the Wabu
where, on the 8th of June, he was attack
by a band of Kickapoos, several of his raf
killed, and the rest taken prisoners. Hard 3
however, had this been accomplished wke.
tho Indians found out the mistake comm: |

on tho 23rd of Ju .e—here thoy were detz i
ed for some days reconciling differences =g
treating of peace with the tribes in the neg
borhood, and he received a messago from®
Ange requesting him to come to Fori (=}
tres to adjust affairs in that quarter. (% §
han propared to obey this summons andbd
proceeded a short distance when he bélg
Pontiac with a numerous train of chiefs i §f
warriors who courteously saluted and g7
his hand to the English Envoy; they relcs
ed together tQ the Fort where Pontisc®




