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inyAeyes; and the ﬂimna] for ever appear’
ing through the smoke —always smiling—1
aimed and fired. The admiral rolied on the

deck as though one had pushed him vio' ,
Lhgerly I looked over :

lently from behind.
the top to look., What cries! What lamen*
tations on board the English ship! The
officers threw themselves on their knees,
wringing their hands. (ne of them, with
swollen countenance, turned towards us, and
raising his clenched fist, hurled at us these
words, which I have often yepcated, and
which I got explained lo me later on, * Dam
your eyes! Dim your hund! (sic) You
French scoundrels.’ lle mixed up his
language and ours, which he didn't know
well. I was quite giddy; it seemed to me
that [ was dreaming; wien a violent blow
on the head turned me ovar insensible.

‘I awoke to find mysel  prisoner in Eng:
land." "

———————

¢ Several newironcind gunhoats lirve been
built for the Argentine Republic, nsarly nll
ot which are commonded by oflicers belong.
ing to the English Royal navyswhohave been
granted leave by the admiralty to wstruct
the crews m seamanship and gannery. Two
of thesa vessels have recently siiled for
Buenons Ayres, named the Confitution and
the Kepublica, commanded respectively by
Captain Frederick W. Hallowes, R.N., and
Lieutenant Eoglish, R.N.  "hese gunboats
are of a most powerful class, draw only 8 feet
of water, are fitted with txin screws and
aliain a speed of nearly 10 krots, They are
of 450tons, and each carrics a 264 ton I1-in.
muzzle loading rifled gun, which js londed

by hydrsulic machinery.,  They expect to
arrive at their destination by the end of
February, calling at Lislon, Cupe de Verde,
and Bahia for coal.” '

The above class of gunboals wonld e just
what Canada requires for the defence of her
Riparian and Lacustrine frontiers, They
could pass easily through our principual canals
and would, in every respect, be an effective
defence against the danger of sudden raids.

The weight of shot one of those guus
could throw would be 600 Ibs,

For service in shillow water the British
admiralty have constructed gunboais known
as the Comet or **floating gun”’ carriage class,

These vessels are eighty-five fect loug, and
twentysix feet two inclies heam—draw five
feet nine inches forward, and six feet threo
inches aft, with a tonnage of 243, and a
displacerent of 254 tons. The speed is 8.73
knots per hour, the engines of « nominal
H. P. of twenty-eight, developing 62 indi-
cated H. P. They are twin screw iron ves-
sels, and the armament is cue I¢-iach rifle
weighing eighteen lons. e formiilable
nature of a fleet of these war hornets for
harassing an enemy appearing on the coast,
will be readily appreciated by every intel-
ligent naval seamen, while the economy and
usefulness of a similiar class for the defence
of our own Southern harbors and coast in the
event of war, will not readily be questioned.
The guns throw a 400 Ib. shot and the ves
sels could rass through all-our canals.

M

Wi kave to thank T. D, NULLIVAN, Tlsq .,

Libarian to the Royal United Service Insti~ |

tution for copies of ¢ A Key to the Rules of
the War (ime" (Kieig-Spiely; and of a

THE VOLUNTEELR REVIEW,

[lecture delivered by T. Brassey, Esq., M.P,
"before the Institution, on *“Ifow best to
Improve and keep up the Seamen of the
\ Country.”

t L ———————

NoTi¢e 1o CORRESPONDENCE.— We nre obliged
to hold over to our next the following cor-
respor.dence
“Hussar Vedetle;" and “Ex Liner.” “Royal
Blne™ hus not sent us his name, and in con-
sequence lies over nlso.

—r—————

Literary and Scientific.

WICKSTEED'S LECTURE ON ““THE RirLp.’
(Frowm the Free Press,)

On Friday evening 24th ult., Capt. Wick-
steed, G. 8. & M. S, delivered his Jecture on
“ The Rifle,”” under the auspices of the 0¢-
tawa Literary and Scientific Society. Mr.
Thorburn, the President, being in the chair.
The lecture ws of the most comprehensive
and practical desciiption, and evinced close
study. 'The lecturer illustrated the various
points in his lecture with scientific diagrams,
which he explained in such a manner as to
make them most intelligivle to his audience.
The Captain has takenavery deep interest in
Liis subject, as will be seen from the lecture
which we give below:

“ The subject of this evening's lecture is
given out as ‘*The Rifle.”” It would have
been more correct, though perhaps less at’
tractive, to have stated my text to Le * Pro-
jectiles of modern warfare.” In oue of the
little Red books issued by the Horse Guards,
we find this fitting and dogmatic sentence.
‘* A seldier who cannot shoot is useless, and
an encumbrance to the battalion.”

I'have often addressed men of my com:
pany to the following effect :—* DPrivate
Blank ; what is that which you hold in your
hand ? Invariable answer, a rifle sir. \What
is it used for ? Inuvariable answers, to shoot
a man sir, In what does it differ from a shot
gun? A look of despair, gradually brighten-
ing into an idiotic smile, has been the in
variable answer,

No idea of the forces acting on the ball or
gun, the nature of the rifling or the flight of
the ball seemed ever to bave entered Private
Blank’s head, nor did he think it at all
necessary that it should, ’

What is the result ? Private Blank. A fair
representative of the rank and file of our
volunteer militia force, might after an enor
Inous expenditure of time and ammunition
bicome a fair shot at known distances, and
on a calm day. Whereas a few short lec-
tures, or a little instruction previous to put
ting the rifle into his hands would have
saved all this wastd of time, money and
patience.  Even in the cuse of thos3 who
are somewhat ekilled in the use of the rifle,
a little reading on the motions of projectiles,
etc,, would beget more confidence and cer-
tainty in their practice than days of fatiguing
toll, without it.

Iu the case of a wood axe, practice pro-
duces more skill than any instruction,wrilten
or oral, but the rifle being a delicate mathe-
matical instrument, & man to do it and him-
self justice must study well the theories and
principles on which its construction is based,
belore proceeding to practice by putting it
Lo his shoulder in front of a target.

; The otject of the present paper is two
old :

i “1st, To show partially the results of my
{studies in the principle- of gunmery in the
|hope that they may prove o soryice in
tiflemen generally,

CAPrT,
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| “20d. To present an analysis of the vari
jous branches of the art of war, and shew the
I'position held with respect to them by the
{subject with which we are more immediately
{concerned tonight, viz: Artillery.
¢ Let us now proceed to an analysis of a full
course of lectures on w.r:—1I%t, on the na-
;ture of war. War being an act of violence to
tcompel our opponent to fulfil our will.

1. 2nd. Branches of the art of war :—War in
lits literal meaning is fighting, for fighting
~alone is the eflicient principle in the mani .
“fold activity wnich, in a wide sense is called
jwar.  The necessity of fighting very soon led
fmen to special inventions to turn the ad.
(vantage in it in their own favor; conge-
jauently, the mode of fighting has undergone

' great alterations : but in whatever way it ig
jconducted its conception remains unaltered,
jand fighting is that which constitutes war.

The inventlions have been, from the first,
weapors and equipments for the individusl
combat nts. Thess have to be provided,
and the vse of them learned hefore the war
begins. Trey are made suitable to the na-
ture of the ighting, consequently are ruled
by it; but, Llainly, the activity engaged in
these appliancesis a different thing from the
fight itself; it is enly the preparation for the
combat. That arming and equipping are
not essenlial to the conception of fighting
is plain, beciue mere wrestling is also
fighting.

Fighting has debrained everything ap-
pertaining to armsaid equipment, and these
1 turn modify the node of fighting ; there
is, therefore, a recipiocity of action between
the two.  Nevertheless, the fight itself re*
mains still an entirey special activity, more
particularly because it moves in an en-
tirely special element, namely, in the ele
ment of danger.,

Tt is also noways difhenlt to separate in
idea the one activity from the other, if we
look at the combatant foces fully armed
and equipped as a given nmews, the profitable
use of which requires nothihg more than a
knowledge of general results, The art of
war is, therefore, in its pnper sense, the
art of making use of the gyen means in
fighting, and we cannot give {a better name
than the ‘*“ conduct of war,”

It we have clearly understood the results
of our reflections, then the activities be-
longing to war divide themselves into two
different classes, igto such as are ony ¢Pre*
parations for war’’ and into the “War itgelf.:’
This divison must therefo:e also be mede in
theory.

Ali aclivities which have their existence
on account of war, therefore the whola
creation of troops, that is levying them,
arming, cquipping and exercising them, be-
long to the ““ art of war.””  But the * theory
of war’* oocupies itself with the use of these
prepared mesns for the object of the war,
Lt needs of the first only the resnlts, that is,
| the knowledge of the principal properties of
the meuns taken in hand for use. This we
call *“the art of war” in a limited sense, or
* theory of the conduct of war,” or “ theory
of the employ.zent of armed forces,” all of
thom denating for us the same thing,

To make a sound theory, it is most essan
tial to separate these two activities, for it is
easy to see that if every art of war is to bo-
gin with the preparation of military forces,
and to presuppcse forces'so organized as a
primary condition for conducting war, then

cases to which the forces “available hsppen
| to be exactly suited... If, od the other H#end,
we wish to have & theory. which shall suit
most cases, and will not be thoroughly use-
!ess in any case, it mast be foundsd on those
means which are in most gemersl use; and,

the theory will only be applicable in the few -
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