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THE OLD RED FLAG OF ENGLAND.

Elizn Cook lhas addressed the ¢ Unilted
Service” tn tho following Dibdiu-liko strain,
which throws Tennysow’s * Ritletnen Form”
Into the shnde. 1. 1.,

Old England ! thy name shall yet warraut thy

amo,
11 the brows of thy foemen shadl seawl;

Lot tho llon bo siirred by too during a word :
And hewaro of hils echolng growl.

Wo havo still the samo breed of the mnen and tho

steod,

Thnt'ggro nobly our Waterloo wreath,

Wo have moro of the bluod thut formud Inkera
man's 4

Whon it m%?-dod {n the whirlpool ~f deaths

Aud tho foe* .an shall find, neithior coward nor

slave
‘Neath tho Red Cross of England~the flag of tho
£AYO.

We have jackets of blue, still as dauntless and

[
As the tars that our Nelson led on: .
Glve them room on the maln, and they il shew

you w\aln
How the Nilo and Trafalgar were won, .
Let aball show its teeth, let a blade leave ils

gshaeath
To defy tho proud strongth of its might,
Wo hzvo iron mouthod guns, we have
hearted 50n3.
That will provo how we Britons can fizht,
Oar ships and our sailors are Xings of tho waveo
*Neath tho Red Cross of England—tho flag of tho
brave.

Thoogh a tear might arise i our mourner s bright

oyos
And » 50b choke tho tearful “Good-byo,”
Yel thesa women wounld sond, lover, brother, or

lend,
To the war ficld toconquer or to die,
1ot the challenge bo fluny fromn the braggerts
bold tongue,
And that chalienge will be flercely met,
Apdour banner unfarled shall proclaim to the

world,
That * there's Hfe in tho old dox yet,”
Hurrah! for our maen on the lnnd or wave,
1Neath tho Red Cross of England—thoe flag of the

brave.
EvizA Coor.
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REPORT OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
OF THE BRITISH ARMY ON THE
AUTUMN MANCGUVRES.

Continued fmm vage 146.

Thus terminated the actual moveiaents of
tho troops, and on Friday 22nd, tho entire
foreo was assembied in tho Long Valley at
Aldershot, for the general inspection and
march past. With this object I formed the
infantry in double column of battalion on
their centrein first line, theartillery and the
columns being in thesecond line, the En-
gmeer Train with pontoon equipment and
the train of tho Army Servico Corps formed
the third line. Tho troops then marched
past mo ; Artillery by batteries and _eavalry
by squadrons, at a walk and a trot ; infantry
in grand divisions. Ibave overy reason to
think that thoappearancaof the troops of
all arms was most creditable to them, and
produced a favourable impression on tho dis
tinguished foreign officers, whom weall were
much gratified 1o wwelcomeasour guests ; the
feeling which Theard them express being.
that troops must have been well looked
after by their olficers who could appoear to
such adeantago after thelong marches and
hard work to which they have been oxpos-
cd for so many successive days. In con-
cluding this portion of my report, I cannot
00 strongly oxpress my senso of the zeal
and attention evinced by theGeneralofficers
commanding divisionsand brigades; aswell
as the genernl staffaud the entire body of
commanding and regimental offizers, non-
commissioned officers, an men, during the
whole of their oporations, including thoso
belonging to the Yeomanry, Militia, and
Volunteers. Whero all endeavorcd to do
their best, it would bo invidious, and indeed
most undesirable, o bLring forward cither
the pames of individuals or to specily corps,
though I'fecl bound fo express my tharks
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{o Lieutenant-General Sir Hopo Grant, upon
whom, and his immediato stafl; not only a
vory hoavy responsibility foll in making all
tho proliminary arrangements for tho con-
centration, but who also took so prominent
asharein tho operations that took place
during the period of manwuvres. I am also
' satisfied that I should not do justico to the
feelings of tho ontwe corps @ armée, were I
| not tonotice the {)Ilensuro that all experienc-
ed in soeing Uis oyal Highness the Princo
of Wales associated with the force in actual
command of a brigade of cavalry, the dutics
of which command liec conducted with an in.
' terest and vigour (taking part in all ordinary
duties of camp life) which it was traly
geatifying to observe.

Having nowgivena short detailed account
of the manmuvres of the forces, I think it
will be well to express my opinion on the
{genoral points which more immediately

came under my observation ; and here I
,would vegin by referring in the first placs to
*the Staff.

1 have every roason to be satisfied with its
goneral zeal and eficiency. Tho officers of
Iall departments worked hard and well. The
ganeral officers evinced much capacity, and
showed every desiro {o avail themselves of
the advantages thrown into their way, by
extending the sphero of the knowledge they
already possessed; and they were well
seconded by those who worked under them.
The great drawback was decidedly that the
officers were neiw to ono another, and new to
the troops with whom they were for the
most part for the first time associated ; and
in this respect no doubt had greater diffi-
cuities to contend with than will be found
to ho tho case in most continental armies,
into which the combination of troops into
corps, divisions, and brigades is a permanent
organization, which naturally must have
greatadvantages. Anyarrangements which
covld bring abouta similar system for our
army wouid be doubtless of great valuoj;
but tho dispersion of our troops in small
bodies throughoutthe United Kingdom ren-
ders any such organization dificult, and to
somo extent atmost impossible.

The umpiro staffevinced much zeal and
altention. Tho peculiar functions they are
called upon to perform are at times some-
what invidious, and require both delicacy
and tact in their performanco ; but swhen
rightly undarstood, will, I amm convineed, be
fu%ly appreciated on  future occasions, and
wero conducted during the present man-
couvres in a manaer highly to thoe credit of
those distinguished officers who wora called
upon to undertake these delicato duties

‘I ho next point I would wisl: to allude to
is the actunl state of the soveral branches of
the Service.

The Royal Arlillery batteries, Loth horse
and field, showed to great advantage; ad-
mirably horsed and most ably handled by
their respective field and battery officers,
they generally took up their ground well,
moved with rapidity and precision, and
covered the movements of the troops m a
highly satisfactory manner. A marked im
provement in the manouvres took place
after] had directed anordert bo given that
the officers of Artillery, were to iakoup their
own positions in accordance with the general
course of the movements, without adhering
too formally to actual alignment or contact
with the brigades of cavalry and infantry to
which they were atlacked. The object of
this order scemad to bo well understood aned
fully appreciated by batteries generally, anel
a2 marked improvement in the taking up ot
ground was the result.  The condition of the
horses under heavy work was admirable,
clearly proving that tho oflicers and men
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wero attentivo to this essentinl part of their
duty, and the driving was as I could wish
toscoit; the xesul!.%n-ing that, in spite of
the roughest ground, very few, and these
genorally but slight, accidents took place,
while the guns followed the troops over
every obstaclo that presented itself.

The cavalry in like manner evinced the
greatest fucility of movement, over the most
diflicult and rutty ground ; and this, more-
over, without nceident. ‘The whole, of the
cavalry aro well mounted ; the riding of the
men is highly creditable, the condition of
tho horses perfect. Sore backs wero ex-
tremely rare amongst tho whole mounted
portion of the force, which I ascribe to the
use of the numnahs now generally introduc-
cd into tho Service with such great advan-
tage. The work done was severe, and yet
there was no apparent losss of flesh, In
theso remarks [ include tho whole cavalry—
Household ‘I'toops as well as those of the
Line—and I am gratified on being able to re-
port that the llousehold Cavalry, though
mounted on heavier horses than the Line,
porformed all the duties, outpost duties in-
cluded, witl: tho same facility as the otlier
portions of tho cavalry force. ‘Tho picket
ing of horses bas alw.ys been a great difti-
culty, aud much difference of opinion exists
as to the best mode to adopt with a view to
sccurity. The general idoa had beeu, that
the picketing by the fore foot was the safest,
plan, but the result was unfavourable, and
in several corps of cavalry most serious and
most lamentable accidents occurred in tho
first days of concentration: I consider un
sort of blame utt «ched to either oflicers, non-
commissioned oflicers, or men, in theso un
fortunate occurrences . for their attention to
their stablo or line duties was most marked,
and horses fresh from their stables aro very
apt, till accustomed to the change, to be
easily alarmed from tho slightest cause. My
opinion has always been that the best mode
of picketing is by long rope-lines along the
ground to which hurses should be attached
from their heads, with heel-ropes for a time
at least to keep them in their places. The
sjuadron carts can always carry these ropes,
and the heel-ropes can ho used for many
secondary purposcs. When detached, a
dragoon has always the means of fastening
his horse by his headrope to a tree, 2t post
or any other firm object which comes in his
way. The drill of individual regiments and
squadrons is good, but outpost duties want
moro practice. and require an amount of
study, which is now, [ hope thoroughbly ap
preciated, as will, I am satisied, be clearly
demonstrated in the fulure. T look upon
the cavalry as the cyes acd ears of an army
and it is the kunowledgo of country, thoe
watching the movements of an enemy, the
gainiug of information, and its rapid tran:-
mission to superior authority, which cou
stituto tho features of its utility and it
strength, Constant practice alone in such
duties can secure the attainment of these ob
Jects, and, onco understood, they will be
thoroughly appreciated aud fully developed.
T1e movement of cavalry in largo masse-.
excopt to cover tho front of an army, has,
with the modern arms of precision, becomo
2 most diflicuit operation, and should sel
dom be resorled to, excopling in supreme
efforts, when sacrifices must be inade for the
general good.  Consequently, tho exposure
of cavalry to thodirect fire of cither artillery
orinfantry is to bo deprecated, ang every
sort of sheltor should at all imes e sought,
and could almost invariably bendiined, ac
it seldom occurs that the undumiation of
ground does not admit of advantage bewng
taken of it. Ia this respect our cavalry will,
I hope, beacfit much by the esperience 1t




