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The Honorable Sir George E. Carlicr, Bari,
Minister of Militia &c., Le.

GUNBOATS.

At presont there are but two steam vea-
sels, available to actas gunboats, (belonging
to Government,) and attached to the mulitin
service, for the whole of the extensive lako
and river frontier of the Dominion, a dis
tance of 1500 miles of inland waters. Theseo
vessels aro considéred more in the light of
police gunboats than any thing else, for in
tho Treaty of Agreement between the Im-
perial and Dominion Governments, thore is
a distinct understanding that, in the event
of a toreign war, the naval defence of the
Dominion s to be undertuaken by the mother
country. One of these vessels, viz., the
¢ Prince Alfred," is stationed at Sarnis, and
ig available to co operate with the militia in
that part of the country for the defence of
the St. Clnir frontier, but is too large to ad-
mit of passage througl the Welland Canal.
This vessel 1s fust and powerful, mounting
four guns, two of which are nine 12 pounder
Armstrong, the other, one 32and one 12
pounder howitzer.

‘This Prince Alfred was originally a power-
ful tug steamer on the Upper lakes, and has
been altered in such a manner as to render
her an effective gunboat, and fitted with
bullet-proof iron shields to go round the
bulwarks. During last year this vessel ren.
dered great services by conveying, to Sault
Ste. Marie, Iarge numbers of men, aud a
great quantity of stores required for the
troops proceeding to Red River; the detuls
of the services rendered by the Prince Alfred
and by the Rescue during last year will be
found in the Report of Mr, G. H. Wyatt, the
Superintendent of gunboats; and on the
first occasion in April of threatenod invasion
from the neighboring Republic. the Prince
Alfred was manned and stationed on the
St, Clair frontier, affording support and co-
operation to the militia of thut part of the
country.

The other vessel, viz., the “Rescue,’ is
stationed at Kingston, and is intended to
co operate in the event of sudden invasion
with the militia 02 the River St. Lawrence
frontier. The * Rescue’ can carry two guns,
but is not so well constructed or adapted to
act as a gunboat as the ** Prince Alfred,”
and being moreover very old, and not worth
incurring the oxpense of alteration and re
pair, it is recommended that ths vessel bo
replaced by another, better adapted for the
purpose. Un reference to Mr. G. H. Wyatt.
(the uble and intelligent gunboat agent,)
that ofticer recommends the acquirmng or
construction of a gunboat somewhat similar
in dimensions to the * Prince Alfred.” Mr
Wyatt reports that *“to build a steamer 145
feet long, 26 feet beam, 10 feet hold, suit-
acvle to go through all the canals (but of
less length than the * Prince Alfred,” from
Fort Wilhiam to Montreal, having a speed of
fiom 12 to 14 miles per hour, with accom-
niodution for 40 men and 6 officers, carry-
ing ono gun fore and one aft, witn two
amindship, (four guns inall) would probably
cost .

Hull and cabin fittings, complete...$11,000
Engine boi: rs and machinery...,.. 12,000
Spars, rigging, sails, and outfit..,,, 3,000
Amrer———
$26,0U0
If desirable fo alter {he rigging, sails, &,

L4

® saying of $1000 can be effected, but this

sum (¥26,000) provides for a suitable
steamer, built expressly for a gunboat of
strength and speed.

threo years, and be also trained to the use
of guns, and that the ofliceys of such vessels
be commissioned as officers in the force. By

Mr. Wyatt stites the above as the proba |this means the seivices of a small but effec.

bLlo cost of building a boat snitable for the
canauls, and ot the description most Servico-

tive raval brigade would be obitained, whose
co-operution in the defenco of the frontier

able in protecting the frontier. As the 'would prove most valuable, and whose pre-
¢ Prince Allred” cannot pass through tho [sence would convey & groat feehng of secu-

Welland Canal, she is confined to Lakes 'rity ma expased parts of tho country.

Huron, Evie, and Superiur, and cinnot be
available for servico on Lake Ontario or the
River St. Lawrence; whereas a vessel built

More-
over, acting as Revenue cultors the services

tof these gunboats might by found most use.
:ful, and I would also recommend that they

to pass through thoe canals would be avail- ' be made availablo for guunery instrucuon
able for servico on an- of tho lakes or on ! to the various idependent Batteries of Ar-

tho river frontier. The difference-in length
between a vessel ns proposed by Mr. Wyatt
and the * Prince Alfred,’ is 20 feot in length
and 2 feet in beam.

For tho defenco of the Niagara frontier .

thero is no vessel at rll, at present, beloug
ing to Government, and when it i3 con-
sidered that any system of defence for tho
lake and riyer fiontier of the Dominion,
which does not involve the action und co-
operation of gunboats, i3 very incomplete,
and altogether wanting in the most impor-
tant element, I would beg stiongly to re-
commend the acquisition or constiuction of
another gunboat, of the description and

.d.mensions recommended by Mr. Wyatt, 1o

co operate in the defence of the Niagara
frontier against such sudden iuroads ag the
country has recontly been exposed to, and
to be stationed for head-quarters at Port
Colborue, and that theso vessels be always
kept in such condition as wil! admit of thew
services being available at all times during
the poriod of open nuvigation at & moment's
notice. Mr. Wyatt has cilled tho attention
of the Department to the advantage that
would anse from engaging the woi king crew
(14 officers and men) requued to navigate
the “ Prince Alfred,"” by the year, instead of
Ly the m nth ae hitherto practiced, He
states that the cost of keeping the above
number of woiking crew for ** umo specihed
below will be for wages,

For the season of 8 months (when
hired by the month) ...........8$5142
For uno year (sime crew) ........ .. 4820
For three years (same crew) (by the ”
.. 482

teasesate s s anan Ceee s -

“The crew can be engaged and kept on
board one year for less muney actually than
only hired for eight months, besides being
far more servicable, for under the coustant
changing no one anderstands the working
of the boat. In tho depurtment of fircmen
alone, 1 know a great saving can be effacted
by baving men steadily employed, to
understand the requirements of the engine
and boilers, and they will make one ton of
coal do more work than fresh firemen can
make one and a half tons do. As when we
have to change 80 fiequently as incthe past
season, men are not on bourd long enough
to care about saving fuel, aud I saw repeated
wustoe in consequence, but as the ‘men came
and teft as they liked, we had but little con-
tiol over themy, It would be ditferent were
the crew under articles.  The extraoxpense
of keeping them on during the winter
mouths would be $4UU for provisions; they
could be learning thewr drill and working in
various ways during that tume, and 1 would
strongly recowmend the engaging ol the
crew by the year or tnvee years, for the vest
interests of the Government.”

I would further beg to recommend that as
these gunboats are uttuched to the muiitia
service, and under the ordesrs of the Depart-
ment, and intended 1 the event of sudden
invaston to co-operute with the militia, tuat
the men engaged to serve as a crew, be
rogu:arly onrelled to serve in the mihitig for

| tillery resident at diflerent

places along tl.»
Liako and River Frontier. .

CONCLUDING LEMALGS,

In tho cowrso of my duties while inspect.
ing many corps of the Active Militia witlun
the lust two yoirs, at the ume of their an.
nua} training, I could not fail to observe the
weakness numerically of somo of the Infan.
try Battalions—many of the comipanies not
being up to thewr proper strength—and an
mquiting tho cause was invariably informed
by the ollicers commanding such companies
that they experienced great and increasing
diticulty in tilling up the rauks of their
companias by voluntary enrolment; mndeed,
the great majority of theso officers, (captams
of companies ) through whose exertions and
instrumentality tho lorce has been nmumly
sustrined, scemed to be of opmnion that
without recourse to the baltot it would not
be possible to keep thewr companies up to
the proper strength uader ordinary circum-
stances 1n future, for although the men of
Canada come forward readdy when the
country has to be delendo,g, and there is any
fighting to be done, sull]” without such ex
ctement, very mny withhold from jomnng
the runks of the Active Mihitta, Yet unless
trained to some extent to the use of arus
and to act togother baforehand it will Ly
found too lite to remedy this om:ssion,
when the enemy is at the gate, and men,
however brave ndividually, would probably
bo found unable to protect their country.

The ofticeis also informed me that ths
non-introduction of the ballot systom (for
which due provision is nmiade in the Mihti
Act,) was a source of much dissatisfaction to
the men actully enrvoled i the Actiw
Foree, whe considered that the continuancs
any longer of 4 system which throws the ds
fence of the country upon certan ndis.
duals only, and is not shared equaliy t;
others, i3 unfuir; and very muany otlicers e
formedd me that, in  thew opmnion, ths
majority of the young men enroled mn the
13y class of the militin throughout the coun
try would be found quite ready to respond
to the ballot system, and thus no ditheulty
would be found in keeping their comp.ines
up to the proper strength,

I therefore feel it my duty to submit ths
for the sernous consideration of the Govern
ment. R

Tho number of men authorized to be
drilled anuually is limited to 40,000 by draw
1ng these mun, througn the instrumentally
of thc bullot, out of men in the first clas
(2. ¢, younz unmarricd men or wid wen
without ciuldren, bLetween tho ages of I3
aud dU,) to Le replaced by others from the
same cluss, on the expiration of thewr period
ol enrolmnent. very hutle mconventence
individuals, if auy, would in reality be fet
(lor the truning of the militia sonaallyis
camps of instruction, for a few dnys onls,
may be regarded by young men more in the
ight of a 1ecreation than a hardship ;) thus,
in & few years, all the Ist class men would

have been to some extent tramned to arms,
‘and in courso of time all the meninth



