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MISSION FIELD.

D0 FOREIGN MISSIONS PAY ?
DY THK HEV. FRANCIS E. CLARK, .1, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITKD
SOCIETY OF CHURISTIAN KNDEAVOR,
From the North American Review,

The samv qualities which have led the missionaries to contribute
20 largely to geographical acience have made their contributions to
geology and meteorology of inestimable value. ‘They have not been
professional geologists, but thoy have gone to the remote corners of
the world, and hiave gone there to live. The phenomena of earth
and air and sea have been forced upon their attention. The
tresaures of the coral have been disclased to them in their jourveys
from island to island, the volcano has exploded its maguificent fire-
works for them aloas so far as white mau’seyes were concerned, and
cloud and hurricane have yielded up unguessed secreta to their
observing oyoa, for there wero none others to behold them.

In the realm of archivology their contributions to the world's
knowledge has been simply incalculable, and to give even a cataloguo
of the towns which they were firat to explore and with whose loca-
tion and ruins they have made the world familiar, would be of
itaell beyond the limits of this article.

Moreover, their contributions to the cabinets of the country,
eapecially of our colleges, are exceedingly numerous and valuable.
Their means, to be sure, have becn small, but in diligence, pains-
taking care, #nd intelligence in selection they have duringlong lives
spent in lande of peculiar intereat to the archologistgreatly enriched
the world's collection of ancient treasure.

In the science of mnedicine, if medicine can be called a science,
while some valuable remedies should be aszribed to missionaries,
their great work has been in disabusing the minds of whole nations
and prop cs on the power of charms and philters and superstitious
knickknacks, and of displacing them with medicines of undoubted
valuz.

The materai medica which many missionaries found in force in
the country of their adoption was groteaque, almost beyond belief.
Ia Arabia we are told the pateila of a wolf bung from the neck is a
cure for the mumps, and the written amulet is very «tficscious,
cspecially if caten by the patieat.

The great medical work of the Chinese, says Dr. Wells
Williams, io ¢ The Middle Kingdom,” is called Pun Taau, aud this
wise volume declares that the pure white horse is the best for
medicine, and that to eat tho flesh of a black horse without wine
causes death. The heart of a white horse, hog, cow or hen, whea
dried and rasped into arrack, cures forgetfulness. The *‘night
eyes” of a horse, that is the warts about the knees, enable him to
sce in the vight, and aleo cure the toothache, while the ashes of &
skull taken in water cure insomaia if the patient uses another skull
for a pillow.

Here is a Chiness recipe for ulcer. I'alverized serpents, one
ounce; wasps and their nests, half an ounce; centipedes, three ounces;
scorpions, six, and toads, ten ounces; grind thoroughly, nix with
honey, and make into pills. Even the pills are palatable compared
with the cure for the itch, which, according to the Chinese, will be
relioved by swallowing small toads alive.

It will be seen that the missionary with even a rudimentary ides
of medicine has a very large field for the use of his limited knowl-
edge, and many who do not profess to be medical missionaries, but
have gone out to minister to the souls of men, have been the
phyaicians of their bodies as well. When, however, we remember
that one large branch of the missionary service is distinctly in the
line of medicine and surgery, and that they seek admittance to the
heatts and the homes of the people through the higheat akill which
our best medical achools can impart, we can see the vast contribution
to the aum total of the world’s health and well-being that mission-
aries have made.

1 have been intoneely interested and impressrd by tho medical
missionary work that I have seen in many parts of the world. Ino
Canton is a great hospital under the charge of the P'resbyterian
Missionary Society, in which are treated every year scores of thou-
sands of the lan.s, the balt, and the blind, the sick, and the sore.
Up the great Pearl River every year goes the medical missionary's
houseboat, carrying health to thousands niore.

Io the fairous heathen city of Masdura, in Southern Indie,
whero pethaps, is the most extensivo and wonderful Hindoo temple
io tho world, stands & new and beautiful hospital erected by the
labors of Dr. Van Allen, one of the indefatigable missionarierof the
Americas Raard, and this fioe hoapital, with its light and airy and
vomforiably furniahed wards, and its appliancee for treating every
cavo of medicine or aurgery, was built, not by American money, bot
by contributions of tha people Lo whom our mismionaries have boen
sent.  Hvery rupee of the more than {orty thousand which it cost
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was contributed by men whoso religion tho missionaries had goue to
overthrow. Yet so groat is thoir fuith in the missionary, in his
sell-sacrificing dovotion, and in his skill as a physician, that this
largo sum has been given outright and 1o porpotuity to tho American
Missionary Society that sent out this beloved physician.

1 have very often been touched in many remote districts to seo
the skill and loving tenderneas with which these modical mission-
aries care for the unspoakably filthy and wretched patients who
throng around their doors. The rheumy, festering oycw of these
wretched mortals, the filthy rags with which they aro clothed,
their matted, vermin infeated hair, the running sores with which
thoy are aftlicted, all combine often to make them the most grue.
some and repulsive of beings ; aud yet, with a gontleness and skill
born of a genuino love for God and humanity, thess medical
missionaries in a foreign land, with no hope of gainiog fortune or
reputation, care for their poor diseased brothers in yellow or black
as the caze may be, as though thoy wore all king's scns and
daughters. Indoed, in their eyes these are the sons and daughters
of the King of Kiogs, and this likeness whish they have discovered
and this aenso of brotherhood which is theirs have sent them across
the sea on this superlative mission of mercy. There 13 many a
Doctor McClurs an the mission field who deserves the eulogy of a
pen no less akillful than that of Ian MacLaren himself.

Opposite the men's hospital in Madura, of which I have spoken,
is snother hospital for women, which, though on a somewhat
smaller acale, is doing ¢qually good work. In tho heart of Turkey
in Aais, in tho hoart of Talas, near the old city of Cacsarca, is a
hospital built by another American, Dr. Todd, which is doing a
work no loas valuable than that I have already described. Here
amid the persecutions and massacres, amid tho wars and rumors of
wars, this brave missionary and his noble wife, together with all
the other missionaries in this field, both medical and evangelistic,
have stool at their posts, inadequatoly protected by = weak
government, which sometimes in the pust has acemod to be afraid
to defend its own citizens. Here they have remained uadaunted,
refusing to be driven out by the force of the Lurk or to be coaxed
away by his wiles. If there are nobler instances of heroism in the
world’s modern history than have been exhibited by our American
missionaries in Turkey 1 am unaware of their oxistence. To bo
sure, this heroism of the evangelistic inissionary, and this
tenderness and skill of his medical brother, cannot be counted
among the material assets of missions, but they ought not to be
left out of aight. \Vheun the books arc made up and the accounts
closed, I believe that they will be found to swell vastly the
enormous total on the credit side of modern Protestant mismsions,
I have been able to refer to only a fow of the scores and acores of
missionary hospitals and dispensariva which number their patients
by millions.

In the field of philology, as ia entirely natural, tho missionary
has very largely put the world in his debt. Ho could not do his
work vithout some koowledge of the language of the people to whom
it has boen sent.

The beginnings of comparative philology. it is said, rovw from a
comparison of the translations of the Lord’s prayer in tho fiftconth
century by Roman Catholic missionariea- Ia 178§ a polyglot
vocabulary was published in ons hundred and fifty languages and
tho Lord’s prayer in more than throe huandred. Iadeed, it was tho
progress of missions in this century that so increased interest in the
subject of philology, that Professor Lepsius of the Royal Academy at
Berlin prepared his ** Standard Alphaboet fer Reduciog Unwriticn
Langusgoes and Foreign Graphic Systems to a Uniforin Octhography
in Furopean [etters.” At a meeting of philologists called together
by Chevalier Bugaen, st which a largo number of missionarica were
present, P’rofessor Lepsiua’ alphabel was adopted, and aince then
bas been applied to innumerable African and Asian langnages.

The immenso work that has been done for the study of language
is shown by the fact that one ol our American Miasionary Associa-
tions alone does itsa work aud prints its literature in forty-six
langusges. It isno emply boaal to say that these miscionarios are
among the best masters of tho Chinzao language, the Tamil and
Marathi, tho modern Syriac nud Kurdish, tho Turkish, Armicmian
and Duigarian, alao the Arabic and modern Greek, the Zulu, Kathe,
Grebo, and Mpoogwe, and other languagesin South Africa. Lesides

theso lenguages, the missjonaries of this onc Nocioty, havo heen pro.
ticient in Uchrew, Spanish, Ancient Syriae, Gudjerati, Sanacrit,
Ilindustani, Portuguesc, Persinn, Telagu, Siamese, Malvy, Dgak,
Japanesc, Mcrqucsas, Migocresiah, Crete, Osage, Seneca, Abensqua,
awnce, and threo langoages of Ocegon.  Morothan twenty of thosn
languages wers reduced to wriing by the missiouarica of thia Roard,

\When wo rememher that this s only one Amcrican Soticty, and
that its total expenditures are but litile aver half a mitliondaoliara o
yoar, and that other mistionariea of other boarda are doing an cjually
important work, it 1 evident that if phil.legy must anawer theques.
tion, * Do wmsaune pay 1 it wonld be with & very emphauc

thrmative.
(Conciuded next week.)




