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vberhient unto death : and that death tho most humbling, tho most
replete with agony and shame—tho death of the crosa.

Strife and vain.glory, with tho related paesions of envy and
Jealoualy, nro wbhorrent to God. Unco introduced nto a church of
God, they aro destructive elements, and, unless overcome by grace
from above, will sooncr or later destroy. Thoy aro favorite weapons
of tho evil one. Nothing can Yotter serve the purposo of the cuemy
of souls, than a Christian with these unchristian passions in lus
heart. Thero 13 only one kund of atrife pleasing to Giod ;s and that
in strifo with sin, But all strile that is the opposite to brotherly
love ie nothing but evil.

A vivid picture of the blissful condition, if selfishness were
banished from the chiureh, is given by an enuneat writer: ** Euach
denomination of Christisos, without sacrificing its distinctive char-
acter, would scek to ally itself with all the rest as strongly ae a
community of interest could bind it.  Devotion, no longer terminat-
ing in 1teelf, would go to (God and plead for the world. Tety, no
lenger seeking comfort as an end, would find it without seeking;
find it 1n the paths of Chreatian activity and uscfuluess, denying
1tsell, and layiog itsclf ocut for Giod; and a perseverence which
would never reat t1ll the whole family of mau should be seated at
the banquet of salvation ; these would be the prevailing features of
the entire Christian community. The tabernaclo of God would be
with men, and all the ends of tho carth would fear him.”

I’rayer should be offered in the nau s of Jesus. Some have mis.
taken tho meaning of verse U, taking it to direct that at the
mention of the name of Jesus we should bow. \Why should wo how
at the mention of that name, rather than at any of the other titles
of our Lord? Is there any special honor or sacredness not belonging
to the othera? And why should we bow at the name of the Son,
rather than at that of the Father? The cuatom of bowing at the
name of Jeaus in somo churches has arisen from a misconception or
misinterpretation of this text.  The thought of Him rather than His
hame should lead us to humble ourselves before Him.

Tho glory of that time when every tongue shall *‘confess that
Jesus Chriat is Lord,™ ia beyoud our fetbla comprehension. The
darkness that now covers so large s portion of the earth ahall have
vanished away, and the glorious beams of the Sua of Righteousness
will illume every valley and lill.  The profaning and disobedient
tongues shall have been silenced, and the rejecting souls sent to
their own place. An suthem of praise, grander than all the
harmonies of the universe before, will awell and echo throughout
the world, then one great sanctuary.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DALY READINGS.
First Day - Chriat’s Humility and Exaltation. Pl i 111
Second Day—** The Word was made Fleah.""—Johni. 1 1.
Third Day—Christ doing a Servant’s Work.—John xiii. 1 17,
Foorth Day—*1am Meek and Lowly in Heart.-— Matt. x1. 166 30,
Fifib Day—~** Despised and Rejocted of Men.™-~Ima. lhi. 112,
Sixth Day—' By the Right Hand of God Ixelted."—Actaii.
22 30,
Pravir MerTiG Torie, Doc. 3. — % NoT Tu vt MINISTERFD USNTO,
+CT 7o MinesTaR, "= Matt, xx. 2028,

** He that does good to another docs alio good to himself, not
only in the consequence, but in the very ast of doingst: for the
conacience of well-doiny is an ample reward,”

THE LOVE OF CHRIST CONSTRAINETH US.

** The lovo of Christ constraireth ue.”” No other force o strong
a3 this can be brooght to bear upon the heart. Law can lay ita
commandas upon us, and wo will oboy, Liccause we feel that the ** law
18 holy, and tho commantiment is noly and just and geod.” Nut
after all tho love of t*hrist will be far mnre potent.

The love of Christ constraineth us. It is not merely a human
love, strong an thia often in. It in a ddivine love, the love of Christ
manilestod towanrd ur, and o producing love in us toward Hum.

We love him, berauao he firat loved ue.” He manifested this
love in His redeeming work. The purpoee to redeem man in olid as
ctermity. The promine to redeem is old as the fall.  In the fulnces
of time the Redeemer conica to earth, teaches, bleasca. auffers, Jdies,
tizes, aveends back ino glory.  And now man hasa Mediator. He
1 s Frend and Brother, * touched with the fecl ng of our infirm
es.”  Hois the emmipolent Saviour **noln the utlermost of all
who come unto tiod by hum."” 1a has overcomo the sharpneas of
ddeath, and opened the kingdom of lieaven unto all Lelieverr

{le manifosta His love 1n Hin sanctifsing and sustainmng grace.
Every Christian knows that day by day, as hia need is this grace is
given to lam.  The world doubta the fact, or ancera at it.  Bat te
the Chriatian it is & most blessed reality. Tempiation aasails him,

but Chri.t is by, and ho comes off tmore than a conqueror. ‘Tho
crose that ho must bear after the Master socins too hicavy to be
carried.  DBut Christ has helped to bear the burden, aud it has
become light.  Sorrow sottles in dark clouds uronud him, the blind-
ing storm of grief well nigh overwhelms him ; but Christ has mid
to tho storm, *¢ H'eaco, bo still,” and has pointed through the clouds
to tho clear light of oternal yoy.

The love of Christ constraineth us. It uperates in tho way of
motive. This love of Christ reigning in the soul, sways it with a
smlent, nusecn power, but w power that is irresistible, to all that is
good, and true, and holy. It tnkes hold on that which is highest
in our nature, It appeals to all tho purest affections, to gratitude,
to trust, to sclf ubnegation, to entire dovotion. It is like the warm
sunshino that, heaming upon the tree, stirs all the forces of life
within it, tll they seud their intlucace to tho utmost twigs, and the
buds awcll, and the leaves burat forth, and the fruits appears, and
rounds at last into ripencss, fit for the use of man.

‘The spirit of ministering is tho spirit of love. Thislove operates
t0o in the way of example. Christ has done so much for us: has
done it all 80 gladly, shall we not follow His example and do what
little we «an to show that we are grateful for His goodness, that to
the extent of our ransomed powers we will enter into His service?
Hia was a froe offering - #o will our service be.  His was a conatant,
untiring effort to do good—so will oura be. His was a lifo of self-
sacritico—so will ours be. Thus we can focl the force of His
example, and be led by iv unto ** glory and virtue.”

Aand thus the love of Christ, operating by motive and example,
will constraia us, shut us up to iis service. Tho current of our
lives will flow in the channels of obedicoce. There will bo nany
and sad failures, for wo arc 2nly mortals; but the general tenour of
the hife will be right.  The stream may run in an eddy now and
then, or sweep in a sudden curve, almost retracing its course, but
still it flows frce onward, gathering new valume and strength, and
broadens at last into the calm deap sea of cternaul prifection We
must tread the Christian path, we must serve our Lord and Master,
not under the pressure of any nccessity other than love lays upon
us, but forced by its sweet power into obedicnce, and brought by it
at lagt into everlasting plory. Can you say, *‘ The love of Christ
constraineth me."

THANKSGIVING FOR COMMON MERCIES.

They should prompt us to Thakegiving just because they are
common. Food, nourishing and diversitied ; raiment, comfortable
and appropriate, even if not always in the latest fashion: shelter,
aafo and comfortablo; all the material necessaries of life, not to
mention its luxuries; pleasant companionshipe, tried and trusty
friendships, opportunitios for study, culture and recreation ; husineas
usefulness and success ; spuritual advantayes of many kinds—thesc,
or most of them, are common to the large majority of men and
women, young or old, especially in this land of ours. Is nat this
fact something for which to thank GGod ®

When we receivo great mercics, apecial tokens of the divine
groducss, gratitude is spontancons, impulsive, cutapoken. It is
vatural. The abaenco of it caifaes ¢- mument. Yol such {avors,
although they may suggeat the divine ate and love more strikingly
than our ordinary hlessings, are no more real, are hardly more
conspicuous pireofs thereof. 3 we look back over childhood and
youth it 18 not the memory of this or that occunional and special
it or other proof of regard which swells afresh within our hearts
the 1ilc of reverence and love {or onr parents It istherecollection
of their unvarying affectiun, their unfaltening care, theiracrupulous.
pesn in ordering the I'ttle, common matters of everyday life for our
higheat benetit, N st ought to be when we study the dealings of
our Heavenly Father with ue.  While we thauk Him heartily for
the exceplional favors which He has beatawed, let the urdinary
vieair 2o, which hace came to scemn a0 nuuch mattera of course, yet
which arc 10 vital to our welfare, be acknonledged with gratitude
0o less carneat and frank.

To appreciate them at their true value, retlect what our hives
would become without themn.  Cansider the difference between oare
nelvcs and others who do not peascsa them in the same degree, if at
all.  No unusually vivid imagination is required, nor any prolonged
or severe mental effert It 1a Lad'd rommon mercion to us, after all,
which constitute whatl we micht call the atmosphere of our lives.
Their preacace increanes our happiness indescribably.  Let God he
thanked for them, therefore, mare devoutly than ever

A rlergsman, visiting a rapged achool in Londan, arked a clase
of bright, nitachisvous upchina, all of whom had been gathered from
the xirecta, ** How many bad boya does it takeo o make a good
onc T A little fellew smmediately rephied, * Oqce, mir, 1f you treat
him well ©  That boy revealed the accret of how to make Uad boys
goodd,




