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FAMINE AND PLAGUE (N INDIA.
DY BRV. 8. Il. KELIOGU, D.D., LANDODR, INDIA,

Tbings in India aro still very dark, Tho famino continuon ite
stcoss, whioh must continue for full throo or four montha yot.
Tho plague, thoogh diminishing in the placce firat smitton, has
greatly extandod over the oountry, and when it will atop no one
osn prediot, The accounts of tho conditions often found by the
military scarch—partios who go throngh tho oities like Poona,
Kurracheo, and othors, aro appalling. Froqaently they will
knook and get no anawer, thon onter to find all the inmates lying
abous tho rooms dead,

Tho worst foaturo in tho situation is the oxtrome animority
which bas been stirred up among all clasaos of the popalation by
theso rigotous search measures, Tho anorcdness of the zonana is
invaded! And msny, capeoially of high olass Mohammedans are
farioas, and oponly throaten bloodshed and rovolt. Individoals
in the dischargo ol this sosroh duty have becn assaulted and
mobbed, bus fortunately none killed as yet. I think tho Govorn.
mens, in one of tho most difficult possible positions, is acting with
an admirable combination of kindnoss and uneparing firmness,
But for all this, we may have tronble more serious, if tho sirained
oondition of things continues.

‘Then in Delbi and olsowhero tho Mussulmans are in a atate of
no little angry tension over the Turkish situation, and England's
chaoged attitude toward the Saltan., e cannot but watch ovents
.in tho Tarkish Empire with apecially intonse interost. The ohiet
element of sconrity under God, in the presens situation, is the
fecling of bister hatred, intensified of late, ospeoially in the
Puanjab, between tho Mohammodans and the Aryas and othor
Hindoos. In the Papjab, at leaet, 1 shounld think that thoy were
in no temper $o unite, oven against tho bated English power,
unless tho pressare of the plague regulations drive them to it.

In any oase, India in the present orisis, hore and in Tarkey,
olzims a very epecial remombrance in your prayers.
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WORK IN INDIA.

The Rev. Norman H. Russell, who has just retarped homso
aftor sovon yoars work in the mission flelds of Iadia, in speaking of
the Indian famine said his distriot was not in the famine region,
ye! tho effeots wore felt in the donbling of $he price of food, which
cauged a groat deal of suffering among tho lower classes. Thig
distriot is in Central India, north of Bombay, and distant twenty.
two, hoors journoy ; it is & fine region and never suffers from
Iamine. The wheat crop was very poor luss season ; other graina
wore fair. A very largoe proportion of the people live ordinarily
just on the verge of starvation, and honoe, just 23 soon as there is
a soaroity they require holp. Tho missionaries iry $o do what
thoy can to help thoso who are in need. They aro seeking to get
orphans from the famine distzios ; but tho jealousy of the cducated
classes, Mohammedans and Hindoos, largely pravents suocoss as
presont, having resulted in tho Government issuing an order that
the children are not to be taken out of their own districts, Tho
Mobammedans and Hinda peoples do nod like to seo the orphans
in ke hands of Christians; so thoy are siarting orphanages,
depending on the Government for fands. Mr, Rassoll believes
that when the Goverament help coases at the ond of tho famine,
their zesl will come to an end, and those who have beon lets
orphans will bo at tho meroy of tho public, and the opportunitics
of the missionaries will bavo come.

As to the probablo duration of the famine, Mr. Russell oonld
only say that it wag hoped the strosa would bo past in a few
months. He had just received his mail, and from it loarned that
in soms3 sootions the prospeais were good ; though nothing definite
oould be eaid until aftor the rains which begin abont the middle
of June and last until the middlo of September,

Tha Government is doing & groat dosl for the poor in erecting
irrigation works and starting other public works; with the objeot
of giving omployment to the poor. Tho Christians are looked
after by tho missionaries, and are no# in reooipt of Govornoment
asgistance.

To illustrato the misory of the famishing, Mr. Russsll eays,
thoy will even eat meat sandwitohss, snd take food from the hands
of others, whom {o touch it wonld bo oonsidersd dofilernent
at other timcs.

Nono of the money sabsoribed by Canadian and other countries
had oomo in before Mr. Russoll left. He says that tbe distribu.
tion through over-worked Government officials is not gatisfactory,
a8 they have to dopend upon nalive asrvants, who are nos honsas.
Tho safoas way is to distribute throngh the missionarios, who can
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look aftor it porsoually, their districte not being so Iarge. The
Chairman of tho Bombay Roliof Committeo was of this opinions
and wrote $0 tho Bombay Times adviel.g that monoy should be
distribatod through tho miesionurios as in pravions famines this
had beon found to be tho beas courso,

Tho olimate in Contral Indis, though not as hot as that in
gomo othor parts, ie etill vory tryiog during tho hot ecason and
tho raine, Thore aro throo months in which tho climato is
dolighifal ; bus during tho heated poriods, the thermomoter ofton
reachos 100 to 110 in thoehado, and ceonsionally 120 degroes. The
honsoa aro kept #u0 by moans of ** tatti,”’ or grass doors kopt wod
with water ; tho uu! air passing through thoeso becomes ocoled.

Tho work of thoriisaions Mr. Russoll atatos to bo very hopeful,
promising to gradually cover the wholo oxtont of the territory. A
very excollant oponing has been presouted among tho Bhsels, an
aboriginal 4ribo. Tho Governor of tho district has promised Isad
and wood for building, also to holp with the building a8 soon ag
tho missionaries aro able to enter in, Dr. Buchanan has boon sed
asido for the work, and it ia bopod that a boginning will bo mado,
it funds are available, by noxt Docomber. A new gonoral siation,
with Mre. Russoll’s brothur, Rov, J. W. Russell, in ochargo, and
wmany ont otations have boen opened. Tho membership of the
church bas incroased in all tho atations, more rapidly during the
past fow yoars than ever beforo. Thoy bave now & collego, two
high echools, very many primary schools, both for boys and for
girle, in oix stations; and thoy have aleo opencd up a theological
departmont, {n which Rev. Mr. Russoll himsolf takes part. Thoro
were sovonteon students in attoendance tho past year on olasses in
theological department.

Meatings are held in villages and aro attended sometimos by
500 to 1,000 poople. YWhen touring about the villages, the mis.
sionary sometimoes hold sevon meetings a day. Atnight healways
held meetinge, using & magic lantern to illustrate. A very ready
hoaring was givon every where.

Thore ia room for a grort many more missionarics. Qah of
ubout 1,600,00v people in connection with bis own etation, Mr,
Russcll says that himsel? and his men can only, by working the
yoar round, reach about 50,000.

In the oities and large towns thero is an ednoated class; but
tho great mass of the people are uneducated, It is, however,
among the unednoated that the most {ruit is soon ; the edaocated
classos aro, as a rale, prond and prejudiced. The greas cnomy is
casto, People who become Christiaus are driven out of thoir
oaste, logo their work and reosivo no employment ; the village
wadter is shut off, thoy aro not allowed to tako it ; and they are dis.
owned by their families,

The tremonducus, indirgot effects of Christianity are to ba goon
in many ways, through its teaching many evil practices have been
dono away to a great extent, such as the burning of widows, the
saorificing of ohildron fo the Qanges, the modifying of casto pro.
judice. Tho educated classes bhave come to acknowledge tho
superiority of Christianity, und to acknowledgo Christ as a prophet,
and tho Biblo as a vory worthy book. Honce at any time a great
movement may take place ; if & number of the leaders become
Christiang, multitndes will follow.

Bir. Russell spoaks very highly of the India government as one
of tho best governments in the world, and having many capable
aod self-saorificing officials. Some of the military officors, who
wero earnest Christians, have done much good by the stand thoy
havo taken, their influenco boing more marked frowa tho faot that
they were not paid misgionarics, But whilo a8 a rale, tho official
is & very superior man and doea his work most consoientioualy,
thero aro those among tho officials, military and civio, and among
tho British soldiers, those whose habits aro a great .indzanoco to
Christianity,

The plaguae, whilo decreasing in Bombay, is spreading, Mr,
Ruaecll regrots to learn, in the surrounding villagea. Every pos.
sible moasure of relief has beon taken, bus the dootors do not seem
to understand it or be ablo to find a romedy. It was sad, he
8ays, to 8ee in Bombay aboud Christmas time, the cffeots in the
depopulation of whole streots that wore onoo thronged with human
life and now as silent as the grave. Elsewhero shops wero olosed,
business had to ceago, and oven newspapers oonld no$bo issned.
Half of Bombay had fled, Tho contagion was thoughs to be in tho
soll, as the first siga of the coming of the plague was tho dying of
the rats and mioo.

Mer. Ruscell expeots to remain in Canada antil a year from noxt
QOotober, visiling shroogh the Dominion, bolding meotings and
giving information for the bonefit of the missionary work. Ho
will probably make Toronto his hesdquarters the moss of the
tims, Ho will romain in Winnipeg until after tho meoting of tho
Genoral Assombly, whioh will take place in Juge.




