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Maintain the Sabbath Quiet.

I VHE activity of those opposed to ths running of street

l cars on Sabbath, in Toronto, ia already bearing good
fruit. Intorest has been aroused, the issuo is becoming
clear, nnd a hopeful tone, in itself no small factor in a fight,
is doveloping on the right side. There is good ground for
this hope, a8 there can be no doubt that public opinion is
vooring agoiust a change on tho present quiot of the
Sabbath. Yet the fight must be kept up with all the
onergy possible until the victory has been won. The
Stroet Railway corporation is not only wealthy ; its ramifi-
cations aro many and its interests enter many business
concerns in the city, of which the public generally are not
aware. No cffort will boe spared; all the pressure that can
bo brought to bear will be used to the utmost to carry the
voto. Thero aro thoso associated with the corporation,
familinr with voting methads, and the voters' lists,—old
campaigners, who may be relied upon to bring their in.
genuity and knowledgo to the service of their mastors, and
who will give a good account of themselves on polling day.
In their favour, too, are the imperfect moasures to safe.
guard tho poll and it would be misplaced trust to believe
that advantags will not bo taken of these and overy other
availablo means to carry their point. In the face of all
this citizens cannot afford to rest on what has been dono
already. It cannot bo too strougly or too often urged upon
them that they must act—not merely plan and thesrize—
decisively, put their armour on and stay in the fiol] until
tho fight be over.

The ministerd ara doing nobly, and so are a number of
the leading laymen of the ciiy. But this is a question in
which tho laymen ought to bo very prominently to the
front. It is not o profound theological question that has
to bo lecided. Tt is a plain issue. What is iuvolved can
Do readily understood by overy ono who chooses to consider
the guestion at all. Tho church membership ought cer-
tainly to support tho ministers publicly. In overy con-
gregation committees ought to be formed and organizations
established which could meet and  counteract the work of
their opponents. It is not too much to vxpect this and more
from those who have the cause of (God, tho best intorest of
the people, and the goad namo of Toronto at heart, and
these ate numerons,  Lat there be no further delay. It is
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nacesgary that the aldormon and the publio genorally
should feol the strongth of tho oppononts as well as the
pressure of tho supporters of ‘Sabbath cars.

It is unnecessary to arguo the merits of tho question, to
go over old ground once again. Thero iz a fairly well do.
fined line of demarcation, and the opposing forces take sides,
each party practically unanimous as to its own reasons for
o against. But ono statement has beon harped upon, and
roiteratod until it has had some effect in influencing tho
poople. Werefer to the assertion that the number of Street
Railway omployees has bepn greatly reduced since the in-
troduction of electricity and, thoereforo, that the hardship
which would be involved in Sabbath labour under the
old systom would be proportionately lessened under the
now., We have taken considerable pairs to get at the
facts and we beliove wo are correct in giving the statement
a flat contradiction. Asnear 88 we can got at the figures,
they are ss follows, and they are, at least, substantially
accurate, if wo can place dependence on the only public
source open by which such information can be obteined ::—

Menon In In In In Power
Cors  Stables Sheds Offico House Ropairs
1802...,...528 229 18 8 —

1893.......580

139 37 10 19

— —— — —

52 19 2 Y

ol el

Deducting tha decrease of nincty men in those employed in
tho stables there still remains an increase of eleven over the
staff of 1892. So far as the argument that olectricity has
reduced the number of employes is concerned, these figures
completely dispose of it; although, even if it could have
been shown that the number of workingmen connectod
with the railway had decreased the fact would not be a
material reason why the cars should run on the Sabbath,
Nor has one good and valid reason been brought for-
ward by the advocates of Sabbath cars. Instead of enabling
workingmen to reach the fresh air of our parks, the proba-

bility has been clearly shown that Sabbath cars would
deprive, in a short time, the workingman of his Sabbath
rest. Weo have shown from the above figures that 794
workingmen would, at one swoop, be thrown on the mercy
of a soulless corporation which would operate seven days in
the week, notwithstanding any supposed agreements
that, at the present time, wight be assented to.
And as for guarantees of one day in seven, why, experi-
once has shown that the business man of the world,
whose object is money-making, can find ways and means to
ovade the most solomn promises and pledges. The work-
ingman should consider this aspect of the case. He should
insist upon it, while the power yet remains to him, that his
Sabbath Day shall not be infringed upon. In this young
and resourceful country, o short day’s work, and a half.
holiday on Saturday should bo the rulo, and then working
men would not bs humiliated by beibg mnado the tools of
capitalists who bave, generaly, shown more interest in their
own profits than in the wages of their employces.

Our cstimato of our workingmen would be unnardon-
ably low could wa not appeal to them on higher grounds than
thoso of rest and physical recuperation. They are the
foundation and substantial stratum of our community, and
thoy contribute to its intelligence and high character prob-
ably more than any other class. They appreciate the spir-
itual and sacred ordinances of the Lord’s Day, and wo have
no doubt, if they secure a fair opportunity, thoy will voto
against the breach of Sabbath observance contemplated,




