
TEMPTETIONS PECULIAR TO TIXE MINISTILY.10

our constitution forbids it4 God does not exact it, nay, the motives employed in the
Bible imply the lagitimacy of such a feeling, by appeals to man's interest, ini
promises of roward, and in threatenings of punishiment.

It is no less truc that man is too rcady to work altogethor for lîimself and to
esceed the limits beyond which hie can lawfm.dly go ini seuking- his ewn glory. Ive
neyer can subserve our own interest better than by seeking that of the Rtedemrer's
kingdom, yet when our intcrest becemes tic sole motive it is plain that the limits
of propriety bave been overstepped. The temptation and tendencies in tit t es-
ceed those limits, anid te work to gratify our owa ambition and forget the glory
of God, or give it bat a subordinate place in our sehemes, require the faithful,
minister to narrowly watch. his ewn heart. Again a desire for change inay be
reckoned among the temptations peculiar te the ministry. Changes are often of
God's planning and are carried out by hlm, the desire may be cf his own implant-
ing and hence lawful. Thîis however but makes the danger greater. Wliat is
eometimes right, may be supposed te be se in any given case, as remnovals are
8ometimes of God, it is ne very difficuit thing for a minister given to change. or
with private motives for doing se, to fâney lic can discover the hand ()f God
beekoning Ilim away; or see some indications that it is lus will that ho shujuld do
so, while thc shadewv of his ewa wishes may be thiat wlîich. he lias taken for the
divine intimation, and private interest, or what is supposed te be sucli is at tho
root of it ail. Tiiere are many tliings that seeni te make changes desirable yet
they are oftea misehievous, the desire te rernove oftcn niakes the removal inevît-
able. Every mn secs the difficulties of his owna field and the advantages of an-
others, the liope.of escaping present ditficulties prompts the desîre tc remove. A
want of success in a given locality is frequcntly construed te be an intimation of
duty in respect te removal, but the saine want of succe-3s inay be expcrienced cisc-
where, àt may net be the unfruitfuhîiess of the locality, but the unfatithfalness cf
the labourer that is the cause of small results. A gain a minister is flot alwvays
a proper judge of the ameunt of success vouchSIafed to hlm, bis master iliay he
using himi te suI)serve purposes hie lias nover though t of', deubtless Nvhile soîne are
eînployed in gathering ia converts, others are successful la buildiug up an-1 estab-
lishing believers, ia upreoting errers, uniting sehiemes, or setting up defences
areund great truths which may serve the cause of Gcd in gencratiens te corne. It
would be tee great a matter te examine aIl the motives whichi prompt a desire te
remove-insufficient support or dissatisfaction on the part of supporters or linsuit-
ableness la other ways. Whatever seenis te caîl for such a step and promises to
justify it, should be theroughly watchcd and duly weiglied or Satan may get an
advantage cf us. Not cvery change thiat betters aur circumatances wihl inorease
sur usefulness. It may be' urged in reply that necessity knows ne law. Vie
snly add îwatcli.

Anothier danger against which the christian minister 'would do well te fortify
himself arises from. bis tastes fer what is iiterary or scientifie; pursuits whîich te,
another may be liarmless, nay useful, may become misehievous in their indulgence
te him by abserbing the anergies and occu? ,ying the time demanded by the ail.
important work in wVhich hie is engaged. TIhe prctext is commortly recreation.
This is certain]y lawful, nay iL is needful and becomes a duty, some minds may
require it more frequently than ethers, but ail require some respite, some change,
we have ne right te, tax the mmnd beyend its strength, te destroy its buoyaney and
frsshness by ever peuring ever the same class cf subjeets. We th us çiol ate en&-
of the lawvs cf mimd and ail who do se must suifer the consequences.

We cau accemplish more and do it better by refreshing the mind on sonie
chanpe acrecable te iLs tastes. Time spent ou seme agrecable recreation where re-
creation is needed is net lest time, but yields a fa~ir return cf profit in the vigeur
and freshnese it iniparts. The danger lies in its excessive indulgence, iL thon be-
cernes dissipation.

Scientifie researcli, the fine arts, music, poetry &co., are harmless, -von even
levating, and in soma cases may prove useful, but one of car greatest sources cf

danger will be found in things lawful. The line between lawful and unlawful
indulgence in such recreations cannet easily ha defined; conscience alone marks
the limit.s cf many of our lawful eujeymieats and iL must ho patiently listened te,
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