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‘The Prodignl Son, Luko xv. 11 24,

GoLbky Text, v. 18,1 will arise, and
go to my futher, und sny unto him, - Fa.
ther, I have sinned against hoaven, and
beforo thee.

Comnit 21 24,

INTRODUCTION AND CONNECTION.

Onr present losson follows the Just in
immediute conncction ; aud while it may
be understood to tench, in the main, the
samc lesson—~tho yeurning of the Father's
heart over the erring— His gracious wel-
come, and overflowing joy at their roturn
—yet there scoms u groater breadth of
mouniag in this purable tha rin tue others,
Hence 1t hus been applied in o number of
different ways, nearly all of which seom
to be moro or less in accordance with its
pluin teaching, yot not 4li equally satisfac-
tory.

There is always danger of strainiug the
meaniug of 4 puruble too far, and muking
out of 1t more thanit was ever intended to
teach. As a rule, that interpretation
which is Dbest suited to tho persous to
whom it wus spoken, i the sufest and
ruost satisfuctory.

LLELSSON NUTRS.

(YL.) A ¢ertain man had two sons. To
anderstund tlus parable aright, wo must
keep in mnd the fzee (dasses who were be-

turus himself openly und undisguisedly
to sorvo Safan; and {10 gave him employ-
ment—/feeding swine ' ‘To the mind of a
Jow, no more repulsive picture could be
drawn than this.  md ke wotdd finn have
Silled his belly with the husks - (empty
pulse-pods, used sometimes in the Mast as
food for cattlo and swine, nud, in times of
great distress, by extromely destitute peo-
plo) that the swnne did eat, but no mar gaie
unto him—gave him anythng better —
(Jom. vi. 28—first clause).

(7190 And when he came to lumsely -
not that he hed not had his roason, but
his judgment bad been perverted. It is
vo wonder that such destitution aud such
degrading  service brought him to  his
seuses.  Ounce, becnuse his fathor would
have restrmined him, he thought him a
tyrant, and his home n place of bondage ;
now, by the very stress of his misery, he
is brought to think very differently of

Now, ho recognizes hisown folly and sin,
and cries out in bitterness of heart—/fvi
many hived servants of my father's have
bread enough and to  spare, and I perish
with hunger” Whon one renlizes he is
perishing, ho is vot long making up his‘
miod to escape if possible; when the
sinner believes it, he 18 not longin fleeing
to Christ. Hence, wo ure not surprised at

go lo my father
go,and, 1If possible, bo taken, in—hehasa !
| confession to make (Rom x.10.) Father, /)

good time, aa some would say : now, he | his father ? .19, What wore was he ' slight indulzendce, arouses the do

"yoing to tell him? Did ho thiuk it would
bo better to bea servans nt homo than not
to be thore at all ? (20 Ind he doas he
had thought ho would? Who saw bl
coming ? Hud ho got very near when hus

rmant
propensity of another, cannot escape
responsthility  for the consequences.
He cannot justly plead that his mod-
eration has had no influence in leading

. . N . | . ~ga , .
father saw him 2 Did his fathor just'the otherto excess. If we act or speak
happen to see him, or was  he looking out as though the ndulgence gave us
for hun ? Huvonot yorr gone a great way  pleasure, unattended with peril, can we

both. Now, he recognizes the tender lovo | dead and Jost 1 sin, do like the prodigul ; |
and generons kindness of that father. y sud como baek, believing  that Gou loves |

from God, mto the fur country of Sin?
I8 Gad Jooking out for you, all tho time ?
What is He saying to you ? (Matt. xii8.;
What did tho prodigal's futher do? Will
God bu as gladf ever you come buack to
Him? 21, Did the son wny all he had -
tended to say 2 Why not? Becenuse his
futher did not wait for hin to suy it 2 (22.)
What did the father tell his servants to
put ou him? (28.) What next were they to
do?(24.) Why did ho make thusgreat feast?
What did the father say ubout his son ? 1f
you come to God, can he sty the same
ubout you? Will you not, then, if you'are

you, und is waiting to receive you ?

_— o -

TOTAL ABSTINENCE AND
CHRISTIAN LOVE.

be so likely 1o influence those who are
-in jeopardy asaf we ourselves wholly
abstained 2 Does not our very sobriety
afford an additivnal sanction to those
*who imitate us? Who would rehinguish
- the privilege of ** converting the sinner

from the error of lus way* from any
" personal indulgence or to avoid singu.
| larity *>—Newman Hall

¢

LITTLE THINGS.

As an encouragement to faithfulness
in attending to Intle things, the Sun-
1 day School Times remarks. “How hittle
can the shrewdest of us tell which of
our doings are to have the largest in
fluence upon our future hves or to open
to us the broadest ways of uscfulness!

Christians of every name' to you j Mr. Alexander Straban, the Lendon

this appeal is made. Not to the drunk-
ard to persuade him to become sober,

gence for the good of others. As fol.
lowers of Him ‘ who went about do'ng

publisher, who has beygun te wnte a
series of personal reminiscences 1n the

hearing the prodigal say, / will arsse, und , but to the temperate man, that he may | English magazine, the Day of Rest,
Butit isuot merely to|be induced to relinquish a small indul- | tells us how he happened to think of

the late Dr. Norman Macleod for the
editorship of lus magazine Good

forc our Lord when it was spoken. One  kave sinned agatnst heasen and before thee;
sluss represented the £oly of the nation— yand amn no  more worthy o be alied thy
the law-keepers, the law teachers, the | son. Make me us one of thy hired servants.
law.cnforcers.  The others represented | Gnly take me back, forgive me, let me be
the opposite cluss—the * sinners” of the | pear theo,and 1 will not ask or expect
nution. We suy represented,for the Scribes | the name of son. If Imay be only as a
and Phanisces were far from being all they § serrans with thee, I will be more than
seemed , but, representatively, those were | content.
their respective positions us they stuod (20.)And ke arose, andcame (o his father.
before Christ. But when ke was yet @ great way off Jus
(1) And the 3oungest of them sand, &c. ; Sather .\.z:u.him. and bad gompussiun. &c.
This disposition to huve their oan way, to , &¢. Such is the compassion aml love of
run juto idolutry and excess, had always | God. It outruns the returning sivner’s
characterized the Jows; and yet, there | greatest haste, and anticipates his most
had always been some who held by the | earuest confessions.
lnw, and preserved the forms of divine | (21,22) Fatker, I have sinned, &c. The
worship. God hud always kept some | father suw the sincenty of Ius son: and,
true witnesses, und such, representatiicly, without waiting for // he had thought to
werothe Scribes aud Pharisees, for Christ | say, he called fur the best robe to beputon
caurioned His followers to ebscrze and do i C
what they commanded, but to be careful ' shoes upon his feot; {sluves went barcfoot;)
how they copiod their works—(Matt. xxiii. | and thus, he received the threefold sym
2). These, then, stand in the parable as i bolsof dignity, honor, and freedom. 1ie
the elder son,~~the others as tho juunger | wus neither to bo o servant, nor as a ser-

hip, a ring to be placed npor hishand,and |

3 good,” you are ready to take up your| I ords, whenthat famous peniodical was
j cross and follow Him whithersoever He | as yet but a pussibility. Wile beanng
summonsyou. And you believe, also, | the sclection of his editor in mind,
that He does summon you to every act | Mr. Strahan happened to light upon
and every sacrifice which the welfare | a report, in an Edinburgh newspaper,
of your fellow-men demands. Youare , of a chatby Dr. Macieud upon “Cock
vonvinced that any gratification ought | Ro bin,” and other nursery ballads,
lto be relinquished, which, even if | which the good doctor had held with
I'harmless to yourselves, is perpicious | the children of an  Ayrshire school,
to others, especially if it leads them  after examination. ¥ was sostruck with
into sin, and impedes the work of the | the mingled wit and wisdom of the
gospel.  To you, on the ground of | words,” says Mr. Strahan, * with the
Chnistian obligation, the cause of total | broad humanity as well as the rich
abstinence appeals. humor of the speaker, that I at once

Many admit: «“Total abstinence is | said to myself, *Here s the very man.
necessary for the druniard, but why | (f I can buy him. ° And out'of this
should we, who have never been in- | little talk on nursery ballads, thus grew
. temperate, deprive ourselves of a mod- | Dr. Macleod’s engagements as cditor
1erate induigence, which_to us has|of the most widely circulated maga—
never proved dangerous?” Inreply | zine in Christendom. After all, it is

i
!

son. And he divided Lo fum hes iiing—
his patriuvny.  God does not cut off the
willul—those who are dissatisfied with
Him aud His ways with no portion. He
gives them prolonged life, health, talents,
enterprise, und worldly possessions, often
in great abundance. Nor does He forie
them into obedience ; but leaves them as
freo to wander from Him as it s possible
to be, under law—that is, thoy may sin, but
they may not escupo the conseqguenies of
sin. I they wish totest the value of their
own potions of {reedom, they are allowed
to do so—within such hmits.

(18.) And not many days after. These
words are mourufully true. It 1s not many
days after Gol rewmoves the restrunts
under which 1le hus held mes, before they
turn from Him, and go their own ways
inte a far country. Oh, how awfaolly far
from Godis the couniry of Sin! Nouebut
God Himself can truly tell the immensor-
able distance!

santin his father's kouso; but a child

, restored togdl the pnvileges of xonslap.
\38,24.) And brang Iuther the fatted calf,

kept for festive oceasions,) and L7 12,
and let 15 (the father and his houschold)
i and be merry , for this my son wasdead,
and 1s alive again, he was lost and 1s found.
And they began to be merry. The father
rc]oico:d) and his household rojoiced with
him. Zhere s jay in the presence of the
angels of God ower one sinncr thal re-
/u'll/l'(/l.

SUGGESTED THOLGHTS.

The Scribes and Pharisces had suid, /¢
man recetieth sitnners, and cateth otk
them.  In three successive parables Jesus
meets the charge, and accepts it as true,

raisc, and to the shaine and dishonor of
1is accusers.

The tender love and compassion of God

are nowhere more richly exemplified than

!

thus turning it to ¥is own glory und]

| —think -suppose that none abstained
- entirely from alcoholic beverages but
! drunkards. Would not such abstinence
| at once become a badge by which such
; persons would be known? Would not
the abstainer, whenever he refused the
cup, publish his <hame? Would not

]

not for us to presume to say, without
any possibility of mistake, what are
our most important doings, or those
most likely to affect our future useful-
ness to the great world about us.
If we do our duty, whether we are
directing the councils of a nation, or

such refusal testify : “The power of evil
habit is so strong within me thatl
must resist the very first impulse, lest
1 be overcome. The animal nature
has gained in me such power over the
moral, that if once I drink, it will be
beyond my control.”

{ selves to every one 1n whose company
they might be thrown ? Is it not a trial
too great to 1mpose on a poor inebriate
longing to break away, and regain, if
. possible, the position he has lost?

Wasted Jus substame. | in these parnbles. It isbecause men are ; Would he not avoid such a stigma by

Every moment spent in sin is so much  si7#ers, that Hefollows them, seeks them.  flattering himsclf that he would be able

wasted substan.c. Every Bible student
must elabarate this terrible thought for
himself ; and in doing so, he will find that
it will expand into tremendous propor-
tions. Insteadofcconomizinghissubstance,
health, appetites, ondowinents—physical,
mental, aud spiritual,—time, mouney, and
influence, they arc a//—wasTrb,
15 riotous living !

(14.) And wwhen ke had spent arr—that
is, all lng avmlable resources for riotous
enjoyment—here arose a nmughly faomine.
Ah! who shall picture the famino of o
homan soul that has rioted in sin, until
cven gin has lost its power to satisfy 2 //e
began 10 be 1 want—began truly to realize
Ins pontion. Hunger, and timrst, and
cold, and nakedness, homelessuoss and
utter destitution wero upon him, and his
resources wero all wasted. In this for-
lorn state he looks about for something o
do to beiter Fos condition.

{15, 16.) So /ic svent and yoined himself to
A CITIZEN OF THAT COUNTRY; and fe sert
Aim into Ius fields, To ¥reo swixe, Hith-
orto ho had sersed himsel/~had had a

I
How ? .

waits for them, and welcomes them  with
such overflowing joy when they turn from
sin to Himself.

They that be whole need not a physician.
Christ came not to call the nighteous, but
sinners to repentance.

QUESTION BUNMARY.
(For the Children.)

11,12} How many sons had the father
in this parable? Whatdid the youngest
ask his fathor to do? Did his father
do it ? (13.) What use did his son make
; of biis inheritance 2 Who are represented
by the yeunger son? All who disobey God
and runinto sin. How did this son zwassc
leis substance? (14.) What happeued when
ho had spentall he had? What is a
famine ? (15.) What did the poor prodigal
do then ? Did tho Jesws consider that a
great degradation? (16.) Did the prodigal
son get very hungry? Whatwould hohave
been willing to eat? Did any one givo him
food ? (17.) When bhe came to himself,—
thatis, realized hus awful condition—what
did hosay? {18.) Where did be say he
+ would go? Whatdid ho say he would " tell

t

i

-to allow himself a shght indulgence
without Being again drawn into excess?
' But does not all experience prove that
"is all but morally impossible?

} The remedy 1s obvious. Let total
abstinence be practised by multitudes
?who never were suspected of excess,
+ then will their unblemished character
convert abslinence from a badge of
i disgrace to the sign of an honorable
| confederation, and many a poor inebri-
|ate, whom shamec would otherwise
t have kept aloof, will be encovarged to
| take shelter 1n the only asylum which
can offer um safety. And it cannot be
admitted that he who keeps within the
limits of modcration in no sense en-
courages another to go farther than
himself. Were all constitutional and
acquired tendencies exactly similar in
all persons, this might be the case.
But it is far otherwise. And he who,
by encouraging with ecxample to a

|

Would many be )
i wvalhing to give such an account of them- |

telling nursery storics to a group of
httle histeners, God will take care of
the rest.

- _
HINTS TO THOSE VISITING
THE SICK.

Enter and leave the room quietly.

Carry a cheerful face and speak
cheerful words.

If the sickness i1s serious, do not fall
into gay and careless talk in the at-
tempt to be cheerful.

Don't ask questions, and thus oblige
the invalid to talk.

Talk about something outside, and
not about the discase of the patient.

Tell the news, but not the Iist of the
sick and dying.

If possible, carry something to
picase the eye and relieve the monotony
of the sick room - a flower, or even a
picture which you can loan for a few
days. Highly perfumed flowers, how-
cver, should never be carried into the
sick room.

Some little simple delicacy to tempt
the appetite may be well bestowed.

Stay only afew minutes at the long-
est, unless you can be of some help.

-
- It is stated that during the year or
famine in Ireland, the people there con-
sumed over $50,000,000 1 whisky.  In
view of this fact the Natwnal Baptist
says. “Itis not the landlords or the
land laws that keep Ireland down, it 1s
whisky, ignorance and superstition.”




