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Now if wc had an adequate perception of the moral nature of God, blis
purity, his rightcousnces5, luis trutic, and a knowicdge equaiiy precise of olîr
own character,-; we had the fil conviction that ail bis powers and perfec-
tions arc necessirily active, foster and biess whatcver is likze to theml, anîd
oppose and assail whiatever is obtioxious to tlicmi,--thcen according to our
actual state, our sinfuiuess or our lhoiincss, woui.1 be the fceiiug-s with whiei
wc should think o? God ; We should either treauble bufore him' in speechless
tcrror, or exuit in the assurance of our own saficty auid of his love.

But it is one o? the nmost deadly effects o? sin, that i cîakes us blind to its
own existence and its own desperate cvii. Our conscience, perha-ýps,, rebukes
us for mnaniest acts of trans-ression, and yct at the saine tiiuuc aiiows our
deé*eitful bcart to soften themn down by somc cxtenuating epithet, and nover.
for a moment, refleets that these severai acts arc ail si-ýnis of a corrupt nature,
branches which indicate the existence o? a sin fui root witini. Moreover, Our
conscience is so unf-,itiful, that it of'ten takes no note of the growtb of ciil
in the heart. the incrensin<- dominion whie.h it î~aQi_ zoe~h --e1.
Certain passions,-cavctousnes.,s, pride, ambition, lust-so quietly assert their
position, and 'are so habitualiy aiiowed, that thecir re.al elharacter is iievet
inquired into,-thcir desporate m:lignîty i.s overlooked and forgotten. Tiicus
our vcry nature becomnes dcbascd, tue power to estimate truly what is rigit
and what is wrong deenys, thc judgnient whici WC forun o? our own eharacter
is painfuiiy erroneous, the growing alienation nnd opposition bet.wecni
ourselves and God is unpereei-xed, the downward, hell-ward tendcncy o? our
course is not detected, and bience trnesat once to ourselves anud to ocur
obvious destination, w'e cry <l'peace, peace, whien there is no peouce." Fo'r
the biindness whiell inakes us ignorant of ourselves rendors us insensible of
the observant preseuce and the juiilaetivity of God. Iow far we hanve
offeuuded liiiun, how tcrrible the rekoning which be bas against us, we do ntio
stop to inquire. As Adiim n nd ]Eve nover ivoke uI) to a sense of the enior-
nuity o? thieir guil., or saw that they wcre nakod, until thcy hourd the voice of
the Lord aniidst the trees of the gairden, and thcn bid t1ienuseives in fear and
shauce, so until the divine word, carried direct by the Spirit o? God to, our
heart, reveas to us luis pure presence. and the truth as to our own state, we
walk creet and seif-coniplaceuut; but whien in bis liit %ve behold ourscives
and Min, w 'b!ior ourselves, WCaand repent in diust and asiies."

Now, our text intimiates that there wore members in the Corinthiau Chureh
so rieluly endowcd, that they w'erc enablcd to prescnt the truth in such wvise
as to produce exactly these effeets. Tlie gospel o? Christ itscli, and certain
correlatire truths whicbi it inuplics, if they can only bc broughit homie in their
own native intensity, are weil fittcd to arouse the slumibcring consciecnce, and]
reveal to the sinner the deepest secrets o? bis licart. 1mw ma1ue,»a7?t docs
the nature of sin appear, wben it is seen to be comimitted aguinst that love
which willingly bore tbe shaine o? thc cross ! lowlfatal an cvil niust -In bc.
'wben its consequenees cani only be adcquateiy rcprescnted and cffeetuaiiy
turned aside by the bitter sufferings of Calvary ! Wlirc does tie rigduteow-
niess o? God, ns gruardian of eternal law, shine out so gra ndly as in the sacrifice
of his weli beloved Son ? Wlhere is tihe ideal of buinan perfection fily
realised except in tUec h? 0 o?' tbe maun Christ Jesus ? And if these things
can by any inoans be made reai to the soul, must they not touch and influenice
its dccpest spring's ? B,'very excellence displaycd by our Lord wiii then
suggrest somie eorresponding defeet in the sinner's, character,.-somnc posif ire
evil of which he bas beeni guilty. Evcry sin thut is chargcd a-tisnsL huaii


