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to the elements sodium, potassium, calcium and magnesium, to the com-
position of sea %vater which obtained wvhen ail forms were unicellular,
just as the blood plasma owes its relations to the same four elements to
the composition of sea water wbich prevailed wvhen circulatory fluids
were establisb cd. In other words the relation of protop*asmn to saits is
due to the action for ages of sea watcr, for incalculably long periods of
time, on the living matter of unicellular organisms.


