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vut influence on the truth proebed.
People think that they have utated the
mue and touretl the explanation, when

tlaey have traed the degre. of spiritual
lf0 in tu ongregation te the minister:
we have faJle*n upon day. of man-wor-
ehîp. People do not say now-a-days:
"Who is Paul and wio is Apollo@ ?" for

the vend itq full of Pause and Apollomes
Who is your ni i nister ? ie the whole quee-
dien, as if the minioet&r were the Chureh
-the ver>' error that I>rotestantiom
repudiates. Whenever a ehurch is
vaant, the fool cnieth aioud: "l1et us
bave a great man." This corru1 tien te
psrtly an errer of sentiment and partly

01 praetice. Contrer>' te the ancient
lav and practice of the Church of Scot-
land, whuch Lad a liturgry, the words of
vhîch were read te KiÏox tbree heure
befbre bis death, and of which he thien
said: "I1 thank God for that Leavenly
oound," the minister Las now ever>'-
thing, te do mn public worehip. The
p1ayers are his p rayer.; the praie and
Wesons are his eelections ; and the sacra-

mente are adminietered much as Le
pleases. In short Lie is the Chiarvh. The
people fee! that theyr are on!>' an audi-
once, and *the,, certa;nly, jr. moSt of our

tin.look very much as the>'
&W"e "he a dffeentminister coanes,

the people have a new kind of church, for
ho mi>' alter e-ierything. A minister of
gseat ability dme not streqgthen the
attachnient of peojele te a chureh, for
the>' tbink that lie as an excepti*on te hie
brethren. Ana! when Le leaves, the
people are a pt aiso to leave, becaus.
s>'y feel as iT their church Lad gone.

Honce the violent excitement at the
settlemont of a minister in Scotch church-
a, and tise tremendous interest which
diat subjeet Las alwaye îwakened in the
Scottish mind-an interest whic1à is un-
paaaleled in other denomnations. The
idea of the Church as; a great commu-
nion in the earth Lbu died away froua
Lie mind. of people, who graduate their
support of thse congregation by their
etarnate of the talents of t=heclerg-
ma. They corne to church to y$ as
not to-morrow ; because such and soda
tainuter. are expected to officiate. Of
two iister. who both preacli the tutis,
and have hots Lesta solemni' s»t iapani
fa do it, one ie over-praisid and the
UhW i. undul>' depreciated. Heume

nov can sarcel>' wait tii! they get to
the door, tii! thev begin their criticisua;

,st as if fhey Lad corne for the purpoee.
Their conduct and remarks generally
show that the>' have no proper ide& 0<
what they are talking about. For when
people receive benetit, tbey neyer think
of the preacher but of tise trith. A good
preaeher in like a great painter. 'Yeu
don't eee hims'eif, but hie pîcture. Agn
sermon ie like a clear pane egass;
you don't see iteif, but the landscape
outaide of it. So ïou mee Christ and
not the preacher. Ioni>' mention "ui
to show the corrupt, autte inte which our
congrgations Lave falien in thie matter
-lproduced b>' the nove! prominence
given te the clergy in our Church serv-
ice, and by thle attempta which, Lave
been made in later timca to create capi-
tai ou of popasiar righte, as the>' ame
cahled, ina the selection of misis.ters.

Thaue the miserable hietory advance.
throu h ail thse stages cf folly down te
infide ity. What idi ail this but down-
right ilgnorance or unbelief? It in te

ee Sigttof the divine element in thse
huanan. It in te aae the church a
mere human jnstitution. It ie te exait
the mn and te degrade the office. Our
Sisorter Catechisan teaches, that 61thae
scraments become an effectuai means of
salvation, not frorn any> virtue ia thom
or Lian that dotb admanister them; but
b>' the b!essing of Christ and the effec-
tual working of bjs Spirit in them that b
faita receive them ;" and se of the truths
which saves, not because it insepokea
by a particular man~. It wold. Le God'e
truth, though it were uttered b>' & child
or preacher in a barn. It is not a thing
of perdons or place. The light i. the iight
whether it darta inte the e>'. of an eage
or anineect. It in te the food, nottse
resuit, tuat we muet look; and it i. ha-
miliating that people should go, Sabbath
after Sabbath, te isten te a man only.
TLey sbould gxo f0 worship-to maini-
tain the society and its testimea>' oa.
thse earth-to, feel thse warm sympathli
of their brethren, and receive the truth
from th lis (4 the anabassador, so far
asit isaàuTenicte to ethe traitS of
God, b>' au appeal to thse sacred seni
turcs. 1 fiod correct opinions on L
subject of the church and religions waa'-
sLip more commoa asnog peopie of
otiier deaouinations tisan among Prs- -


