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In the courts of Eumarî, jurisdliction the number of person.-
procecded agamnst for indictable offences tried sunmmarily were:
1913, 50,758; 1914,-47,759; 1915, 49,525. Other offences tricI
sinam-rily being: 1913, 680,290; 1914, 626,765; 1915, 532,444.
1). th"ý Court of Criminal Appeal there were 287 applications for
leave to appeal in 1915 and eighty-nine appeals actually heard
or ot.herwise disposed of, thc figures for 1914 being 497 and 160
respectively. Appeals to quarter-sessions nlinbered 132 in 1915
as against 100l in the previovs year.

These figures rmay possibly be explained by the fact that a
large nuxnber of the unsettled members of the c(,mxnunity arc
in the arniy, while thàose who are stili in civil life find plenty of
honest employinent. it may 4. fhop'ed tlutt the change will be
permanent.

CODIFi-INO THE LAW.

Every now and then the -.roice of himn who would codify the
law of England makes inilf heard. It is possible that if the war
had not supervened, somne very long steps rnight have been taken
in this direction, but since August, 1914, the time of the lep'is-
lature has been very fully occupied with enaeigency statutes of ail
kinds., The îîecessîty for -his legisiation supplief, a partial
answer to those who would place the whole law of Erigiand upon
the statute book. Suppose that had been donc in as complete a
form a possible in 1913, would an aiswei to the legal conundru.m.b
xwldch. hiae been propounded since tihe war havc been found in
the pre-war code? The genius of a Blackstone could not have
for,-seen and provided for a tithe of thera! There hwve, however,
been several recent and verv successful attempt;, to codify the
law iii certain of its branches. Mention rnay be made in this
connection of the Bis of Exchange Act, 1882, the Sale of.CGonds
Act, 1893, the Marine Insurance Act, the Merchant Shipping Act,
1894, t he Forgery Act, 1909, and the Perj ury Art, 19 13, wnd las1t ly,
the Larceny Act, 1916. Some of these ineasures have heen, %vith
great propriety, 'lifted" from the English st.atute book and mnade
part and parcel of the law in certain colonies and de>t'ndenics.
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