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bills and the final act of legislation, there should
be some stringent ruies as te full particulars
of notice, and providing for a long intervai
between the firet readiug and the third; and
again, for ample time for a report by the Law
Officers of the Crowu, as te the protection of any
private'interest involved. Theso, howe-ver, are
mlot questions for our cousideration.

IlAs te what has been said as to a Law not
binding if it be contrary to reason, that can
receive no countenance from any Court of
Justice whatever. A Court of Justice cannot
$et itsef above the Legisiature. Lt toast sup-
pose that what the Legislature has enacted is
reasonable, and ail, therefore, thst we eau. do,
is to try te find ont 'abat the Legisiaturo iu-
tended. If a literai translation or construction
of the words, would leadi to au injustice or
absurdity, another construction possibly miglt
be put on thetu, but stili it le a question of
construction, and there is no power of dispensa-
tion from ihe woeds used.".-(Per Lord Camp-
bell lu Lopan v. J3urslem, 4Moo. P.C. C., p. 296,1

Mr. Sedgwick. lu bis leatrned and admirable
treatise upon Statutory and Constitutional Law,
argues, and I think unanswerably, that the
Jtcdiciary have no right 'ahatever to set acide,
to arrest or nullify a law passed lu relation to a
subject 'aithin the scope of Legialative authority,
on the ground that it confliets with thoir notions
of natural rigbt, ilistract justice, or Sound
moraity."-(P. 187J

Again, Chiancellor Kent (1 Cuom. 408) 'arites,
"Where it ia said that a Statute le contrary to

natural Equity or rxoor repugnisut, or im-
possible te bo performoed, thc cases are under-
stood t rusait that the Court is tu give thssu a
reaseudble contruction. Tbey *will net, 0 at of
respect and duty to the iawgiver, presuete tbat
every unjuat or absurd consequenco vins within
the contenmplation of the law ; but if it sbould
happen to ho tue palpable to ment with bot one
construction, there le nu doubt in the English
Law of the bindiug efficacy of the Statule."

A late British aiier has remarked, it may ho
argued. thit a secandI Chamber la cunsidernd a.
valuable niement iu the constitution, (tu the
mother country,) aud tint as te its importance
hie makes ou dispute. "Ou the principle of a
division of labour it le wanted for the, despateh
cf business, and il le also requircd for the
interposition ut discussion and delay hetweeu
the hasty introduction of bills and the final act
of legislation."

lu regard to the~ abence of a second chamber,
it may be furthe'r nbserved, su far at least as
estate or privato bile3 are concerued, that as
sudli bille involve ordiuarilv nec mero partv
political considerations, aIl tliose whose intel'pet-s
are or may be toucbni bave a rigbt, lu the first
place. lu expeet a careful exatuination of their
contents, un the part of the Provincial Executive
-und a withbolding efthle Royal assent if il is
found that the prunsuters nf the bll are Feeking
advantages at tbe expeuse of others whose
interests are as well groundoui as thnir own.
And furîber, if fretu oversigbt, or any other
cause, provisions should be iuserted oi an
objectionabin character, snob as the deprivation
of innocent parties uf actual or even possible
interests, by retroactivo legislatien, sncb bills

are sll subject te the consideration of thc
Governor-General, wbo, as the representatîve of
the Sovereigu, is entrusted 'aith authority,-to
'which a corresponding duty attaches, to disallow
any law contrary te reason, or to natural justice
and equity. So that 'aile our legielation muet
unavoidably originate iu the Single chamber,
and eaa ouly bho penly discussed there, andi
once adopted tbere, cannes be revised or ameuded
by auy other authority, it does flot become iaw
until the Lieut.-Governor annouinces hie accent,
aiter whicb it le subject to disallo'aance by the
Govemnor-General.

I can flnd neither prinicipin nor autbority upon
'abich tu bolfi ihat the Courts o£ this Province
have jarisdiction tu uverride or pronouuice
nugatory Acte passed by tie Legisîsture in
relation te roatters coming within. thc classes of
subjects enumerated lu tbe 92nd section of the
Britishi North America Act We have nut taîled
te cousider the exception in the 129th section
lu conuection with 14 Geo. 111 , c. 83, c, 10;
but we tik that we cou]d flot hold that tbese
provisions place beyond the poer ci the Provinu-
ciel Legislature an Act like that iii question.

I bave nlot omitled te cousider tue difference
of the lasuage lised lu, as weli as the substance
of the clauses of the British North Atnrica
Act, 1867-on erectiug the Parl;aaieut o? the
Domitnion, and tbe Legislatures oi tie respeti~tve
Provinces.

Lu and for the Dominion. there 8 one Pcîrlia-
ment, consisting ni the Qunen, tise 8enate. and
the flouse of Coctons, and the Seveseigu býng
neý brarieh of Ibis Pirliarnent, proviýiou s mado
for tie Royal asseut bcbng given by the Gov-
ernor-Generat in the usmoe ti the Sovereigv,
whose eiîi-iuunfler the Great Seat nf the
United Kingdom, leho bde, to snob Bills as the
two IIouses pass, or for the reservation of any
Sucb Bills for the Signification of lier Ms%1jesty's
plensure. Au Act assented te by the Goernor-
t3eneral may, however, bc di.sulowed by the
Queen ln Council, isithin two years atter it lias
been received by one ni tbe principal Secrettiries
()? State, te wbo'n il la the duty ef the Govcmuor-
Cl'eueral to transmit il.

But, in the Province ni On.tario, tiere le
coustitîîted a Legislatore, notans iii the, Dominion,
a L'ariiament, which, Legisiatare consiste ni tic
Lieuit,-Covernor-,iiid et one lieuse, etyled the
Legisiative Aesembiy of Ontario.

As t,î nssenting te Bille pigsed by tbe Legis-
lative Assembly, it la provided for onily uder
sec. 90 ni the British North America Act, 1867,
whirh extends tbe provisiotns nf that Act, reguiat.
ing (areong other tbinga) the asent to Bills,
tihe dimallowattce ni Acts, and the signification nf
pleasure on Bille reserved, te the Provincial
Legisîsttures witbt some aiterations aud substitu-
tions. The assent le bills i8 reguiated by sec.
515 ni tbat Act, thus : Ilwbere a bill passed by
tlîe ooe f Parliament la preserited te the
Governor-louerai for the Queen's assent, ho
shahl deciare acording to bis discrption," &or.,
&o. Reading Ibis, togetiser with sec. 90, a
doubt may pessibly bc, suggested, abether in
relation te the Provincial ILegisatures, it shoulti
ho reatd-"wbere a Bill passed by auy of tIc
Provincial Legisaaures is presented te the Lieut.-
Governor for the Govcrnor-Geuieral's asset-he
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