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kînd SOMiE EARLY BREACH OF PROMISE CASES.-There are among the Early
ci, and~ Chaîîcerv Proceedings, formerly in the Tower of London, a considerable numbe: J
vîctim of 13i11s of Cotriplaint, grounded on an alleged breach of promise, or rather breach
iister, of contract, cf marriage, some of which date back as fair as the mniddle of the

fifteciith century. At that period, and indeed. tilt the passing of the Marrlige
mposi. Act of 26 Geog-e Il., the solemnization of mratrimony, according te the laws of
t from HoIv ('hurch, appears to have been altogether subsidiary te the civil contracts,
n %vere or espousals, which often preceded the actual inarriage by a c-onsiderable periodI.
ey lia A prt!-ocntract of this kind wvas, to the thirty-second year of Henry VIII., and
riptionl again after 2 and 3 Edward VI., consideced an imrpedirnent to marry \vith any

btocks other person ; and until the Statute cf 26 George Il., above referred t.', a suit ..i
iocnths' inight be brought in the Ecclesiastical Courts to compel a marriage in couse,
lectors quence cf such contract.
C value If a formai betrothal cf this kind, te be dîîly committed to wvriting and attestt 11,
'CLd too %vere at the present tiîne declared to be the olily ltcgal basis ()I -Nvhjchl ail actioni

for breach of promise could rest, a great saving cf tirme to, the judicial benich
HI is s would ensue, and the public would be spared the recitzil cf miuch of the ainorous
lislied, nonsense \vith which more ci less facetious couiisel endeavor te influience a
lorado s),npathetic jury in assessing the amounit cf damnage. fromn a pecuniary point cf

not a vie', (toule te the cutraged feelings of nian a toc seductive or toc enterprising
to be dainsel. The law reports, Nvculd, howeverc, tien be deprived cf onc of their rnlost

red for aniisin feature-s; one on Nvhich the ordinary ne;vspaper reader seizes wvith avidity.
tasting That the courts cf the fifteenth and sixteetdth centur:ies were nct altogether
v'orn it withouit their sensational trials cf a scînewhiat sitiilar kind, appears frei-i curions

reco~rds now under review. I have before nie copies cf four docum-ents, ai
ic half- apparently beariiî, date between the years 145-7 and 1515, wvhich are' peculiarly
)NNning interusting as ilînstrative cf the social life cf that period. They show, in fact,

nig at a that then, as now, amcngst a certain class cf persons, marriage w'Ls regarded q
at the principally ini the light cf a commercial speculation, the bargains made ili sonme
wvas te of the cases b..iing specified with a miinuteness uf detail as ainusing as it is iun-

arently ronantic. 'Ile irst cf these is a uomplaint preferred te the Cardinal Archbishop
unsus- of Canterbury, Chancellor of England, between the cars 1452 and 1454, by

il after- Nargarct Gardyner and Alice Gardynrer (prestumrablv her daughter), againist one
opiped, "Jolin I'echc, cf Ypewvh'who appears te have beLln il. iconsiderable

bu paid dernanc qtîr.-gst the fair se.x, as. acccrding to thieir own staternenit, t1w said
at tilat Margaret and Alice agreed te pav- hirn the sum )f twentv-twu mnarks on condition

cf his taking the said Alice to wife - but the iithless id Kechie,'' after receiviflg
s 1 hat tt:n marks frcmn the said M-argaret, and twelve mnarks fren the said Alice,
ression "mevying but craft ai.d discyt," \vent and tcok te v~ifé one joan. the dauighter
selling cf Thomas Blovs, to whonm he had beeiz v"eiioitsly assxa'ed, di te the gret (hscyt of
dlock. the said suppliants and ageyne ail good rekc 'i and coniscience:' and although

ered to nt divers times required by the said suppliants te reftind the twenty..two marks,
cors as' he persistently refuses so te do.. whereupon they pray for a writ directing hîmi to
-t daly'a. appear before the King in his Chanuery, te answer te the preniikes, \vhich is

grantcd te them accorditigly.


